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AVANEESHMISHRA
HALDWANI, FEBRUARY11

UTTARAKHANDPOLICESunday
said30peoplewerearrested,in-
cluding 25 in the last 24 hours,
in connectionwith Thursday’s
violence in Nainital district’s
Haldwani city that left fivepeo-
ple dead and dozens injured.
Country-madeweaponsandlive
rounds were recovered from
thosearrested,police said.

The state government has
asked the Centre for four addi-
tionalcompaniesofparamilitary
forces to be deployed in the
district.

On Sunday morning, nor-
malcy returned tomanyparts of
Haldwaniasshopsreopenedand
internet services resumed.

However, curfew remained in
place in the Banbhoolpura area,
wheretheincidenttookplace,and
several residents of the locality
wereseenpackingupandleaving.

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

Many nursing
colleges in MP
ran with no
students, infra:
CBI to HC
ANANDMOHANJ
BHOPAL, FEBRUARY11

NURSING COLLEGESwith nei-
ther students nor teachers,
poorlyequippedclassrooms,and
in some cases, no toilets. These
are among issues flaggedby the
CBI in its report to theMadhya
PradeshHigh Court, which had
orderedan investigation intoal-
legedirregularitiesintherunning
ofnursingcolleges inthestate.

Ordering the probe on April
26,2023,theHighCourthadob-
served that someof thecolleges
wererecognisedina“clandestine
manner”,andthatthiswas“jeop-
ardisingpublichealthand lifeof
innumerable patients in hospi-
tals… at the hands of so-called
studentsofsuchcollegesholding
certificateofqualifiednurse”.

TheCBIthenpreparedalistof
364 colleges affiliatedwith the
state-run Madhya Pradesh
Medical ScienceUniversity, and
submittedacompliancereporton
25 colleges onApril 28 last year.
After perusing the report, the
courtsaiditwasa“gravesituation

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

PAKPOLLRESULTSOUT

Verdict split,
Nawaz leads
push to form
coalition govt
133magicmark;Of101independents,
mostImran’s;PMLNwins75,PPP54

SAJJADHUSSAIN
&MZULQERNAIN
ISLAMABAD,LAHORE, FEB11

THETHREEmainpoliticalparties
inPakistanonSundayintensified
their efforts for the formation of
acoalitiongovernmentafteritbe-
came clear that the coup-prone
countryfacedahungParliament
aftergeneralelections.

The general elections were
held on Thursday, but the un-
usualdelayintheannouncement
of results vitiated the atmos-
phereasseveralpartiescriedfoul
andsomeresortedtoprotests.

Former primeminister and
PakistanMuslimLeague-Nawaz

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

HARIKISHANSHARMA
&RAAKHIJAGGA
NEWDELHI, LUDHIANA,FEB11

AS PUNJAB farmer unions,who
have called for a protestmarch
toDelhionTuesday,announced
theywouldwaitforwordonthe
outcome of talksMonday over

their demands, Union
Agriculture Minister Arjun
Munda said Sunday that the

Centre is always ready to talk
withan“openmind”.

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

DIVYAA
NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY11

DESCRIBING PRIME Minister
NarendraModi’supcomingtwo-
day visit to the United Arab
Emiratesfortheinaugurationof
the BAPS Hindu temple in Abu
Dhabi as a “special occasion”,
Abdulnasser Alshaali, UAE’s
Ambassador to India, has said it
“alignswith the values of toler-

ance and acceptance that guide
ourbilateral ties”.

Prime Minister Modi’s
February 13-14 visit to the UAE
will behis third in the last eight
months and the seventh since
2015. He will hold bilateral
meetingswithPresidentSheikh
MohamedbinZayedAlNahyan
and,accordingtotheMinistryof
ExternalAffairs, thetwoleaders
will discuss ways to further

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

PUNJABFARMunions,
whoprotested forayear
atDelhi’sbordersand
lifted theblockade in
December2021after
forcing therepealof three
farmlaws, are threaten-
inga returnata time
whenpoliticalpartiesare
bracing forLSelections.
Oneof thekeydemands
is fora lawguaranteeing
MSP forall crops.

Twoyears
later

ABDULNASSERALSHAALI,
UAEAMBASSADORTO INDIA

THE EXPRESS

PM visit for Abu Dhabi temple opening
aligns with tolerance values: UAE envoy

Policeputupbarriers tothwart themarch,atFaizabadnear
theHaryana-Punjabborder.ManojDhaka RELATEDREPORT,P7

Policemenonguardduring
acurfewatBanbhoolpura
area inHaldwani, Sunday.PTI

RELATEDREPORT,P7

‘I don’t carewhat
happens tome.We’ll

create fear of losingOBC
votes among leaders’
CHHAGANBHUJBAL

NCPLEADER
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MODI INTHEUAEONFEBRUARY13-14

TRUMP:TOLDNATO
TOPAYOR IWILLLET
RUSSIAHAVE ITSWAY
UPFORFIGHTTOWIN
POLLS:SUNAK P 14

THEWORLD

THE EXPRESS
INTERVIEW

KMM:Willwait
fortheoutcome
beforedeciding
onmarchtoDelhi

Back with BJP, Nitish to take Bihar
floor test today, remove Speaker

30 held for Haldwani
violence, some people
flee affected area

SANTOSHSINGH
PATNA,FEBRUARY11

MORETHANtwoweeksafterhe
joined theNational Democratic
Alliance (NDA)and tookoathas
Bihar Chief Minister for a ninth
term, Nitish Kumar will face a
floor test in the Bihar Assembly
onMonday.

According to the Assembly
schedule,theBudgetsessionwill
commencewith Governor R V
Arlekar’saddresstobothHouses
of the legislature. This will be

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

BiharDyCMSamratChoudharywithBJPMLAsat the
residenceofDyCMVijayKumarSinha, inPatna,Sunday.PTI

Talks with farmers today, Centre going
with an open mind: Agriculture Minister

UttarakhandseeksmoreCentral forces
ascurbsareeased,shopsstartopening



Speaking to The Indian
Express, Munda said, “One
round of talks has already been
held. It was a good discussion.
The nextmeetingwill be held.
Talkswillbeheldagain.Wewill
resolve it through dialogue if
there isany issue.”

Munda, along with Union
Minister Piyush Goyal, and
Minister of StateNityanandRai,
will hold the second round of
talkswiththeprotestingfarmers
inChandigarhMonday.

“Theremaybedifferencesbe-
tween the government’s think-
ing and farmers’ demands but
wewill sit and find a solution
with care and patience.We are
readytotalkwithkhulemann(an
openmind) to allay anymisun-
derstanding,”Mundasaid.

“Kitnahumkarsaktehain,kitna
kisanonkehitmeinrahega,donon
komilkarhisamadhannikalnahai
(Howmuchcanwedo,andwhat
will be in the interest of farmers,
a solutionhas tobe foundby sit-
tingtogether),”hesaid.

“Weare always ready to talk
withanopenmind,”hesaid.

Oneofthekeydemandsofthe
farmers is a legal guarantee of
minimumsupportprice(MSP).

The Centre has announced
MSP for 22mandated crops on
the basis of the recommenda-
tions of the Commission for

Agricultural Costs & Prices
(CACP).

On July 18, 2022, the Centre
had formed a committee to de-
liberateonseveralissuesinclud-
ingmakingtheMSPmore“effec-
tiveandtransparent”.

The committeewas formed
in the wake of the November
2021 announcement by the
PrimeMinister on his govern-
ment’s intention to withdraw
three farm laws — Farmers
Produce Trade and Commerce
(PromotionandFacilitation)Act,
2020; Farmers (Empowerment
and Protection) Agreement on
Price Assurance and Farm
Services Act, 2020; and the
Essential Commodities
(Amendment) Act, 2020— fol-
lowingaprotestbyfarmunions.
The unionswere also demand-
ing a legal guarantee of MSP
based on the Swaminathan
Commission’s C2+50%Formula.
The committee, headed by for-
merAgricultureSecretarySanjay
Agrawal, held six “main”meet-
ings and 31 sub-group meet-
ings/workshops. It is yet to sub-
mit its report.

On Sunday, Sarwan Singh
Pandher,coordinatoroftheKisan
MazdoorMorcha,saidfarmersaf-
filiatedtotheKMMandSamyukta
KisanMorcha(non-political)will
set out from different parts of

Punjab and gather at Fatehgarh
SahibbyMondayafternoon.

Anydecisiontomarchahead,
he said, will be taken following
the outcome of the talks.
“Tractors in thousands will
march from Punjab’s different
parts and reach midway by
Monday afternoon itself…
Farmerswill sleep overnight in
theirtractorsbytheroadsideand
willmarch towardsDelhi as per
the outcome of the talks,”
Pandhersaid.

Pandher and Jagjit Singh
Dallewalhavebeeninvitedtothe
second round of talks with
CentralministersMondayatthe
MahatmaGandhiState Institute
of Public Administration
(MGSIPA),Chandigarh.Dallewal,
speaking to The Indian Express,
said,“Atotalof26peoplewillgo
to this meeting, 13 each from
SKM(non-political)andKMM.”

Targeting the Haryana gov-
ernment, Dallewal said, “The
Khattar government is instigat-
ingfarmersbysealingthestate’s
borderswithPunjab…ifanyun-
toward incident happens, the
Haryanagovernmentwillbe re-
sponsibleforit...Ontheonehand,
theUniongovernmentiscoming
from Delhi to Chandigarh for
talks and, on the other hand,
Haryana isshowingfarmers ina
badlight.”

followedbytheAssemblytaking
up the no-confidence motion
against Speaker Awadh Bihari
Choudhary. Choudhary, who is
fromtheRJD,hasrefusedtostep
downdespite calls from theBJP
andtheJD(U)andmayresignbe-
fore themotion is introduced.
The RJD has dared Nitish to
provehismajoritybeforetheno-
confidencemotion against the
Speaker is takenup.

Asthingsstandnow,theNDA
claimstohavethesupportof128
MLAs,sixmorethanthehalfway
markof 122 in the243-member
Assembly. The BJP has 78MLAs,
the JD(U) 45, the Hindustani
AwamMorcha(Secular)four,and
one Independent. The
Mahagathbandhan comprising
the RJD, Congress, CPI(ML)
Liberation,CPIandCPI(M)has114
MLAson its side. TheAsaduddin
Owaisi-ledAIMIMhasoneMLA.

On Sunday, Kumar’s Janata
Dal(United)facedsomeanxious

moments as five of its MLAs
skippedameetingofthelegisla-
turepartywhilealarmbellsrang
among Rashtriya Janata Dal’s
(RJD) legislators — who were
camping at the house of former
DeputyCMTejashwiYadavalong
with Left MLAs — after one of
them “wentmissing” for a brief
period.Meanwhile, the legisla-
torsof theBJPand theCongress,
sequestered in Bodh Gaya and
Hyderabad respectively, re-
turnedtoPatna intheevening.

State Parliamentary Affairs
ministerVijayKumarChaudhary
whoconvenedameetingof the
JD(U) legislature party down-
played the absence of “two or
three MLAs”, attributing it to
“unavoidable circumstances
about which they had given
prior information”. He empha-
sised that the absenteeswould
be present in the Assembly on
Monday. “We in theNDAhavea
totalstrengthof128MLAs…we

are comfortably placed. All our
MLAswill be present inside the
House where a no-confidence
motionagainst theSpeakerwill
precede the trustvote,”hesaid.

JD(U)national spokesperson
RajibRanjanurgedthemedianot
to read toomuch into theMLAs
missingthemeeting.“Theycould
notattendSunday’smeetingdue
to somepersonal engagements.
Wewill prove ourmajority but
will removeSpeakerChoudhary
before that. Thiswill answer all
doubtsoftheOpposition,”hesaid.

Late Sunday, Pataliputra
Police visited Tejashwi Yadav’s
official residence after former
party MP Anand Mohan’s son
Anshuman Anand complained
that his younger brother and
Sheohar MLA Chetan Anand
hadgonemissing.Chetan,who
eventually arrived at Yadav’s
residence, said he came there
voluntarily.

—WITHPTIINPUTS

thatevensuchcollegeshavebeen
givenaffiliationwhichdonotcon-
formtotherequirementofrules”.

The report contained investi-
gationdetailspertainingto25col-
leges,including15inBhopal,eight
inGwalior,andoneeachinBhind
and Vidisha districts.

AsperIndianNursingCouncil
standards,nursingcollegesshould
haveanareaof at least23,000sq
ft, and according to theMadhya
Pradesh Nurses Registration
Council (MPNRC) stipulations, it
shouldbeat least 17,000 sq ft.Of
thecolleges inspectedby theCBI
in Bhopal, only onequalified ei-
ther of the conditions. Eight of
thosecollegeswerefoundtohave
beenclosed,andthreewerefound
tohavehadtheirlicencerevoked.

Of the list of closed colleges,
KrishaDeviCollegeofNursinglo-
cated at a rented premises of
3,020sqfthadbeenclosedsinceit
didnothavepermission tooper-
ate in “academic session 2021-
22".However, “29studentswere
admitted in the collegewhoare
stillstudyinginthecollegeinsec-
ondyear”andaprincipalandtwo
facultymemberswere found at
thespoteventhough“nofacilities
wereavailable”,thereportsaid.

JaiHindCollege,built overan
areaof 15,000 sq ft, had five labs
andone library,whichwas only
1,375 sq ft in area as against the
prescribedareaof2,300sqft.Itdid
nothaveregularstafforstudents,
toiletfacilities,firesafetyfeatures,
orevenaparenthospital.

Another such institute, 3M
CollegeofNursing,waslocatedin-
side a residential area and had
beenclosed since2020-21. It did
nothaveanystudentsorstaff,lab-
oratories, library or any equip-
ment,theCBIreportnoted.Itonly

hadtwoclassrooms.
The 7,000 sq ft SMANursing

College,alsolocatedinaresiden-
tialarea,hasnotonlybeenclosed
down, but a school has comeup
in its place. It has 11 classrooms
ranginginsizefrom226to450sq
ft. Therewereno labs, library, or
playground,andithadinadequate
toilet facilities. The JP Nursing
Collegewas also closed and its
premisestakenoverbyabank.

At the colleges still running,
therewasadearthof basic infra-
structure, the CBI report states.
ICONCollegeof Nursing, located
ina2,050sqftarea,had“notrans-
portationfacilityforstudents”,five
“poorly equipped” labsmeasur-
ing100-300 sq ft, and “no class-
rooms”,accordingtothereport.

“Threedysfunctionalcomput-
erswerefound.Toiletfacilitywas
insufficient and no playground
was found. There is one small
roominwhichboththeprincipal
and vice-principal sit. No record
foundforclinicalexperienceofthe
students,”thereportstated.

Lake City College of Nursing
was classified as extremelydefi-
cientas“nobuildingofthecollege
couldbe found, andhenceno fa-
cilities/infrastructure are avail-
able”. The investigation into the
nursing colleges in Madhya
Pradeshcameaftertwowritpeti-
tionswere filed in Gwalior and
oneinJabalpurregardingthecon-
dition of these institutions. All
three petitions are currently be-
ingheardinJabalpur.

AdvocateVishalBaghel,pres-
ident of the Law Students
Association,hadfiledapublic in-
terest litigation before the
Jabalpur Bench of theMadhya
Pradesh High Court in January
2022, saying that55nursingcol-

leges started in the year 2020-
2021 in tribal areas inMadhya
Pradeshwere being run fraudu-
lently without essential infra-
structure.Followingthis,thecourt
ordered an investigation into al-
leged irregularities into all nurs-
ingcollegesinthestate.

According to the report, In
Gwalior, three nursing colleges
wereclosedaftertheMPNRCdid
notrenewtheirpermissions.The
permissiongiventotheCollegeof
Nursing Sciences and Research
hadbeenrevokedduetothelack
of a parent hospital. The college,
however, still has a staff of three
faculty,includingaprincipal.Ithad
nohostel facility, but had class-
roomsof sufficientarea.Onecol-
legewas closed due to financial
constraints brought on by the
Covid-19pandemic.

Of the nursing colleges in
Gwalior still running, Ayush
CollegeofNursinghadfourclass-
rooms, six labs, and aprincipal's
office.Itdidhaveaparenthospital
which was “equipped but not
foundrunning”andnohostel,the
reportstates.

Jai Maa Bhagwati Nursing
Collegewas foundhoused in an
old buildingwith no students,
teaching staff, transport facility,
classrooms,labs,staffroomortoi-
letfacility.

BM School of Nursing in
Vidisha, located in a 8,031 sq ft
area, offered four courses, but its
sixclassroomshad“poorventila-
tionandlighting”andnoworking
computer. It had apoorlymain-
tained library, no clinical facility
for the students, and insufficient
toilet facilities, the report said,
adding that one room on the
ground floor was even found
rentedtoaprivateteacher.
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Verdict split, Nawaz leads push for coalition govt
(PML-N) supremoNawaz Sharif
receivedthebackingof thepow-
erfulPakistanArmychiefGeneral
AsimMunir on Saturday for his
callforaunitygovernmenttopull
Pakistanoutofitscurrentdifficul-
ties.

The Election Commission of
Pakistan(ECP)announcedthere-
sultsof 264outof 265contested
seatsinthe266-memberNational
Assembly. The result of one con-
stituencywaswithheldbytheECP
due to complaints of fraud.
Election to one seat was post-
ponedafter thedeathof acandi-
date.

Independent candidates, a
vastmajority of thembackedby
jailed former prime minister
ImranKhan'sPakistanTehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI),won101 seats in the
NationalAssembly.PTIcandidates
contested as independents after
the SupremeCourt andElection
CommissionofPakistansaidthey
couldnotusethepartysymbol,a
cricketbat.

Theywerefollowedbythree-
time former Sharif's Pakistan
MuslimLeague-Nawaz (PML-N)
with75seats,whichtechnicallyis
the single largest party in
Parliament.

The Pakistan Peoples Party
(PPP)ofBilawalZardariBhuttogot
54 seats, and theKarachi-based
Muttahida Qaumi Movement
Pakistan(MQM-P)ofUrdu-speak-

ing peoplewhomigrated from
IndiaduringPartition,got17seats.
Othersmallerpartieswontherest
of the12seats.

Toformagovernment,aparty
must win 133 seats out of 265
contested seats in theNational
Assembly. Overall, 169 seats are
neededtosecureasimplemajor-
ityoutofitstotal336seats,which
include the reserved slots for
womenandminoritieswhichwill
bedecidedlater.

Sharif’s PML-Nwas leading
the push to form the coalition
governmentonthepatternofone
it set up after Khan, 71, was re-
movedasprimeministerthrough
a no-confidence vote in April
2022. Sharif, 74, tasked his
younger brother and former PM
Shehbaz Sharif to hold talks on
theissue.

PML-N leaders on Sunday
heldameetingwithMQM-Plead-
ers in Lahore. After anhour-long
meeting, they have reached a
“principleagreement”toworkto-
gether in theupcoming govern-
ment,accordingtoastatementre-
leasedbySharif's-party.

“Wewillworktogetherinthe
interest of the country andpub-
lic,” the statement said, adding
thatbasicpointshadbeenagreed
uponbythetwoparties.

ShehbazonSaturdaymetsen-
iorPPPleadersAsifAliZardariand
his Bilawal on Friday night and

discussed the future coalition.
Shehbaz told the party leaders
that former president and PPP
leaderAsifZardarihasdemanded
theprimeminister's slot for PPP
ChairmanBilawalandmajormin-
isterialportfolios inexchange for
supportforthePML-Ntoformthe
government,sourcessaid.

Partysourcesaddedthatsofar
making a coalitionwith Zardari
was the first option the PML-N

wasexploringbutdidn'twant to
give away the slot of primemin-
ister.

Sources claimed themeeting
decided that in case thenegotia-
tionswiththePPPfailed,thePML-
Nwouldmakeacoalitiongovern-
mentwithMQM,JUI-Fandother
smaller parties, including inde-
pendents. They further claimed
that in this scenario, the PML-N
wouldmake Shehbaz Sharif the
prime minister and Maryam
Sharif the Chief Minister of
Punjab.

“Shehbaz Sharif is the
favouriteforthePMofficeforbe-
ingmoreclosetothemilitaryes-
tablishment besides the PML-N
hasmoreseats in theparliament
thanthePPP,”sourcessaid.

Meanwhile, Bilawal, the 35-
year-old former foreignminister
said no one could formgovern-
ments in the Centre, Punjab or
Balochistanwithout his party's
support, and the PPP's doorwas
opentoeverypoliticalpartyfordi-
alogue,asreconciliationwasvital
forpoliticalstability.

Itisbelievedthatanewerver-
sion of the PakistanDemocratic
Movement coalition, also called
as PDM government, under
Shehbaz Sharif wasmore likely
basedon the experience of run-
ning the government afterKhan
was removed. Thenewset-up is
beingdubbedPDM-2.0.

Meanwhile, PTI leaderGohar
Khanalso claimed that his party
would formthegovernmentbut
analysts believe that it was not
possible.

AhmedBilalMehboobof the
Pakistan Institute of Legislative
Development andTransparency
(PILDAT)saidthePTIwasnotina
positiontoformthegovernment
withoutforminganalliancewith
major political parties like the
PML-N or the PPP as it doesn't
have the required number for
claimingmajority in the lower
houseofParliament.

Separately, the complete re-
sults of the three provincial as-
semblies of Punjab, Sindh and
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwahavebeen
announcedbut the results of the
three constituencies of the
Balochistan assembly are still
pending.

In Punjab's 296 contested
seats,independentsgot138seats,
closely followedbyPML-Nwith
137 andother parties getting 21
seats.

InSindh's total130contested
seats, results of 129 were an-
nouncedwhiletheECPordereda
re-pollinoneconstituencydueto
corruption.

InKhyber-Pakhtunkhwa,ato-
talof 113seatswereupforgrabs,
andresultsof 112seatshadbeen
announcedandwithheldtheout-
comeononeseat. PTI

deepen, expand and strengthen
thestrategicpartnershipbetween
thecountriesandexchangeviews
on regional and international is-
suesofmutualinterest.

Modiwill alsomeet Sheikh
MohammedbinRashidAlMakt-
oumwho is the Vice President,
Prime Minister and Defence
Ministerof theUAE.Athisinvita-
tion, thePrimeMinisterwillpar-
ticipateintheWorldGovernment
Summit2024inDubaiasGuestof
Honour and deliver a special
keynoteaddressattheSummit.

Ambassador Alshaali, in an
email interviewwithThe Indian
Express, said, “The UAE views
PrimeMinisterModi’supcoming
visittoinauguratetheBAPSHindu
temple as a special occasion that
alignswiththevaluesoftolerance
andacceptancethatguideourbi-
lateralties.”

“Thevisitholds symbolic im-
portance,showcasingthefriend-
shipbetweenthetwonations,”he
says, adding that theUAEvalues
theculturaldiversityrepresented
bytheIndiandiaspora,thelargest
group in theUAEwith apopula-
tionof3.5million.

Beyond the opening of the
BAPSHindu temple, theUAE, he
said,hasastrongexpectationthat
the meeting between the two
leaders“willbepositiveandcon-
structive”.“Itislikelywewillwit-
nesstheannouncementoffurther
cooperationinkeyareasofourbi-
lateralpartnership.”

The twocountries, according
to the MEA, are among each
other’stoptradingpartnerswitha
bilateraltradeofaboutUS$85bil-
lionin2022-23.UAEisalsoamong
the top 4 investors in India in
terms of foreign direct invest-
mentsin2022-23.

On the increasing economic
collaboration between the two
countries,Alshaalisaid,“TheUAE
prioritises its bilateral anddiplo-
matic tieswith Indiabasedupon
thetwocountries’commonpolit-
ical,economic,anddiplomaticin-
terests, desire to promotepeace
andprosperityintheinternational
arena,anddeepsharedhistory.”

The Indian Cabinet recently
approvedtheBilateralInvestment
Treatybetweenthetwocountries.
“This treaty reflects the joint ef-
fortstotransformtherelationship
froma traditional import-export
dynamic to a strategic partner-
ship. The emphasis on defence,
energy,space,andITsectorshigh-
lightstheforward-lookingnature
of our relationship,” the
Ambassadorsaid.

“Itisdifficulttoemphasisejust
howimportanttraderelationsare
indrivingtheUAE-Indiabilateral
partnership forward. In recent
years,wehavewitnessednotonly
quantitative, but also qualitative
growth across all aspects of our
economicrelationship,”hesaid.

“Theproofof thisisborneout
by the fact that theUAE is India’s
fourth-largest investor, third-
largest trading partner, and the
second-largest export destina-
tion.... Of course, for thebilateral
relationship to reach its truepo-
tential, increasing aviation links
willplayavital role inenhancing
investmentandtradeopportuni-
ties,”hesaid.

Onthecontributionofthedi-
aspora and geopolitical consid-
erations to the strengthening of
ties,Alshaalisaidalltheseaspects
play a critical yet unique role in
drivingwhat isarobustbilateral
relationship.

“TheUAEgovernmentandits

people acknowledge the im-
mense role Indian citizens have
played in our national develop-
ment since evenbefore the very
formationof theUAEin1971,”he
said, adding “there is a personal
level of familiarity and under-
standingbetweenour two soci-
etiesthatservesasthefoundation
stone for our close government-
to-governmentties”.

Thetwocountries,hesaid,also
share an interest in supporting
peaceandstabilityatboththere-
gionalandinternational levels.

“Bothcountriesareimpacted
by the growing turbulencewe
arewitnessing across a number
of different contexts. Our com-
mitment toworking closely to-
gether is unflinching, andwill
only grow stronger in the years
ahead,”hesaid.

OnhowtheUAEviewsIndia’s
politicalstability,especiallywhen
generalelectionsareapproaching,
Alshaali said Indiaplaysasignifi-
cantroleinglobalpolitics,andisa
critical partner to the UAE, as
demonstrated by the UAE
President’s visit to the Vibrant
Gujaratlastmonth.

“The UAE values India's po-
litical stability, which has been
essential to the fostering of
strongpartnershipsandcollab-
orationbetweenour twocoun-
tries,” he said.

Bilateralrelationsbetweenthe
twocountrieshavebeenelevated
to a Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership. Both countries
signed a Comprehensive
EconomicPartnershipAgreement
(CEPA) in February 2022 and a
Local Currency Settlement (LCS)
System in July 2023 to promote
theuseof Indian rupee andAED
forcross-bordertransactions.Violence had erupted on

Thursdayaftertheadministration
conductedadriveduringwhicha
mosqueandamadrasawerede-
molished in Banbhoolpura.
District authorities said both
structuresstoodonNazoolland–
government land not officially
mentionedinrevenuerecords.As
stoneswerepelted, cars torched
and the local police station sur-
roundedbyamob,ChiefMinister
PushkarDhamihadissuedshoot
onsightorders.

Speaking to reporters on
Sunday, Nainital SSP Prahlad
NarayanMeenasaid, “Inconnec-
tionwiththethreeFIRsregistered,
wehavearrested25peopleinthe
last 24 hours. This includes 12
peoplefortheattackonthepolice
station,sixforsettingablazevehi-
clesoutsidethepolicestation,and
seven inconnectionwith theFIR
registered on the complaint of
NagarNigamforviolenceduring
theanti-encroachmentdrive.”He
saidall thosearrestedwere from
Haldwani and that the arrests
weremadeinNainitaldistrict.

AbdulMalik,whopolicesayis
themainaccusedintheviolence,
is still at large. Themosque and
madrasa thatwere demolished
wereonhisland.

The fivepeople arrested ear-
lier included Javed Siddiqui,
brotherofSamajwadiPartyleader
MatinSiddiqui.Ofthe25newar-
rests, 24were not named in the
FIRs. “We have also recovered
seven country-madeweapons
and54live(rounds)fromthepos-
session of these people…Also,
during the attack on the
Banbhoolpura police station,
theserioterslootedsomegovern-
ment ammunition.Wehave re-
coveredsomeoftheammunition
fromtheseaccused…Somemore
ammunitionlootedfromthepo-
licestationistoberecovered.Are-
volver from thepolice station is
alsomissing,”theSSPsaid.

Earlier, inalettertotheUnion
Home secretary on Saturday,
Uttarakhand Chief Secretary
RadhaRaturi requested four ad-
ditional companies of Central
paramilitaryforces.

“Inviewofthecontinuousdis-
ruptionof lawandorderbyanar-
chistelementsduringthedemo-
litionofencroachmentinMalikka
BagichaunderBanbhoolpurapo-
lice station area on February 8,
fouradditionalcompaniesofcen-
tralparamilitaryforcearerequired
for lawandorderduty inthedis-

trict,”theletterread.
The localpolice’s intensifying

effortstoroundupthoseinvolved
in the violence led to a panic
among some residents of
Banbhoolpura.

OnSundaymorning,asstate-
runbusesresumedtheirservices
in Haldwani, several
Banbhoolpura residents were
seenpackingtheirbagsandleav-
ing.

Some said theywould stay
withtheir relatives inotherparts
of the district,while others said
theyweregoingtoneighbouring
UttarPradesh.

“There’s a sense of fear.
Yesterday(Saturday)evening,po-
licemen came to ourhouses be-
tween4and6pmandtooksome
of the youngsters, saying they
were to be questioned,” a
Banbhoolpura resident, who
spokeonconditionofanonymity,
said.

In contrast with the rest of
Haldwanicity,almostallmainin-
tersections in theBanbhoolpura
areahavebeenbarricaded,with
extrapolicedeploymentnearthe
housesof thosewhodiedduring
the violence. Essential supplies
likemilk and foodwere allowed
inside,butonlyunderpolicesur-
veillance.

In thenearby slumof Gafoor
Basti, residents used logs and
drums to block one of themain
entriestotheslum.Attheslightest
hint of police activity in thearea,
residents of the slum could be
seenquicklyshuttingtheirdoors
andwindows.

Attending an event in
Champawat on Sunday, Chief
Minister Pushkar SinghDhami
said strict actionwouldbe taken
against anti-social elements try-
ingtodisturbpeaceandharmony
in the state, and that his govern-
ment would continue to take
strong action against illegal en-
croachers.

“InHaldwani,someanarchist
elementsattackedevenwomen
policepersonnelandjournalists.
They snatched the cameras of
journalistsandbeatthemupus-
ingsticksandstones. Theyeven
tried to throw them into the
fire… Our state is a peaceful
state…Iwant to repeat thatour
government will continue
strong action against anarchist
elements and illegal encroach-
ers.Thoseinvolvedinriotingwill
get the punishment they de-
serve,”Dhamisaid.

FINAL TALLY

264/266seats
decidedbydirect
voting in366-member
NationalAssembly

133seatsneeded
toformgovt

Ind*
101

PML-N
75

PPP
54

MQM-P
17

*mostbackedby ImranKhan

Others
12

● 30 held for Haldwani violence

● Nitish to take floor test today

● Talks with farmers today, Centre going with open mind

FROMPAGEONE FULLREPORTSON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

● PM visit for Abu Dhabi temple opening

● Many nursing colleges in MP had no students: CBI

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

SamarthJurelonIsha
Malviya,Abhishek&more

Samarth Jurel,whowasevictedfromBigg
Boss17,admittedtomakingfunof
Abhishek’smentalhealth inaninterview
withThe IndianExpress.Healsotalked
about IshaMalviya’s father’sdislike
towardshimandhis futurewith Isha
Malviya.
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Mumbai, Pune: Maharashtra
DeputyChiefMinisterDevendra
Fadnavis on Sunday said state
cabinetministerswill soonvisit
AyodhyainUttarPradesh,where
theidolconsecrationof theRam
TempletookplaceonJanuary22.
ThedeputyCM,however,didnot
share furtherdetails.

Onsimilartempledisputesin
Kashi and Mathura, Fadnavis

told reporters that an amicable
solutionwithin the legal frame-
work would be found the way
PrimeMinister NarendraModi
ensured the Ram Temple was
constructedinAyodhya(follow-
ingaSupremeCourtverdict).

AssertingthatMathura,Kashi
andAyodhyaareallsacredplaces,
Fadnavis saidafter theconstruc-
tion of the Ram Temple in

Ayodhya, it is natural for people
toexpect solution to thedispute
in Mathura (Krishna Janmab-
hoomi) aswell. “I believe just as
theRamTemplegotconstructed
due to the efforts of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, Shri
Krishna Janmabhoomiwill also
be resolvedwith harmony and
withintheframeworkofthelaw,”
theseniorBJPleadersaid.PTI

Maharashtra ministers to visit Ayodhya soon: Fadnavis
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NAYONIKABOSE
MUMBAI,FEBRUARY11

OVER A month after Chief
MinisterEknathShinderakedup
the Haji Malang Dargah issue
statingthathewascommittedto
the “liberation” of the structure,
the forest department on
February8demolishednearly40
structures situated along the
routeof thedargah.

While owners of the razed
structures claim that they have
beeninhabitingthehillsfor50-60
years,officialsfromtheforestde-
partment said that this a regular
drive and only newly built en-
croachmentsweredemolished.

Themovecomesdaysbefore
the“Urs”scheduledtobeheldon
February24,whenlakhsofdevo-
tees are expected to throng the
shrinetomarkthedeathanniver-
sary of Haji Abd-ul-Rahman, a
12th-century Sufi saint from
Yemenwho is known locally as
HajiMalangBaba.

While the Haji Malang
Dargah — falling under survey
no.134—remaineduntouched,
the demolitions were under-
takenatapproximately40struc-

turessituatednearSultanBaba’s
Dargah,whichfallsundersurvey
number 211 and is situated on
the pathway leading upto the
HajiMalangshrine.

According to Vivek Natu,
Range Forest Officer, the drive
wascarriedoutinabidtodemol-
ish the newly built structures to
prevent encroachments in the
forest area.Natu toldThe Indian
Express, “The demolitionswere
carried out by 40 officers along
withlabourersandpoliceofficers
under the guidance of the
Assistant Conservator of Forests
(ACF) at Survey no. 211, which
comesunderaforestarea.All40
structures thatwere razedwere
newlybuiltencroachments.This
is a regular drive undertaken to
remove the newly built en-
croachmentsintheforestzone.”

Nasir Khan, chairman of the
PeerHajiMalang SahebDargah
Trust, told The Indian Express,
“The demolitionswere carried
out near the Dargah of Sultan
Baba— the second dargah situ-
atedonthewaytoHajiMalang’s
DargahandcomesunderSurvey
no. 211. Under Survey no. 211,
therearenearly350-400homes
and the gram panchayat has

beencollectingtaxesfromthese
homes, some of which are
kachhawhile others are pakka.
Now, the forestdepartmenthas
undertaken demolitions with-
outanynotice.”

“They have not even issued
notices to these people, who
havebeenlivinghereforthepast
50-60years.Theyshouldfollow
a certain procedure of the law
before carrying out the demoli-
tions. Carrying out such a drive
disturbstheenvironmentof the
area.Thisdrivewaspossiblycar-
ried out under some pressure,”
addedKhan.

Evenas localsallegedthatno
noticeswere issued prior to the
drive,RFONatuclarified, “Under
theIndianForestAct,weareenti-
tled to remove any newly done
encroachmentswithout the is-
suance of any notice. This drive
wascarriedoutinviewoftheup-
coming ‘urs’ and to ensure that
the touristswerenotaffectedby
theencroachments.”

Responding to questions,
Khanmaintainedthatstructures
which fall under Haji Malang
trust have not been affected by
thedrive.

Perched on the lowest

plateauofMalanggad, ahill fort
3,000feetabovesealevelonthe
Matheranhillranges,thedargah
has been in the eye of a contro-
versial storm since the mid-
1980s when the local unit of
Sena ledbyDighestartedanag-
itationstatingthatthestructure
was infact the locationof anold
Hindushrinebelonging toNath
Panth,onorderof yogis.

While the issuewas subse-
quentlyputonthebackburnerby
theShivSena in the1990swhen
itcametopower,Shindehasnow
reignited thematter. Evenas the
shrine remainedunaffected, the
demolitiondrivehassparkedten-
sionsamongtheDargahtrustees,
astheygearupfortheforthcom-
ingcelebrations.

KhantoldTheIndianExpress
that the trust haswritten to the
forestdepartment, flaggingcon-
cerns over the “illegal” demoli-
tions.“DuringtheUrs,over1-1.25
lakhdevotees of Baba, including
HindusandMuslims,arriveatthe
shrine. Such type of demolition,
days before the event,will send
outthewrongmessage.Wehave
writtentotheforestdepartment
questioningwhy the structures
wereillegallydemolished.”

DevoteesattendtheEucharist feastmass, ledbyArchbishopofMumbaiOswaldCardinalGracious tocommemoratethe
Infant JesusGoldenJubileeCelebration inMogra,Mumbai,onSunday.SankhadeepBanerjee

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
MUMBAI,FEBRUARY11

OVER1,500peopleattendedthe
50thanniversarycelebrationsof
the Infant Jesus Church at
Jogeshwari celebrated on
Sunday where Archbishop of
Mumbai Cardinal Oswald
Gracias led the feast mass at
Snehasadan Ground, opposite
MograMetrostation.

It marked the final day of a
10-daycelebrationoftheGolden
Jubileeyearofthechurchthatin-
cludedanovena—Catholictradi-
tioninvolvingninedaysofprayer
—whichwasheldfromFebruary
2to10, followedbymass.

The Infant Jesus Church is
home to theMiraculous Statue
of Infant Jesusof Prague.

Addressing the gathering,
Archbishop Cardinal Oswald
Gracias congratulated all and

remembered the priests and
otherswhoworked toward es-
tablishing, building and ex-
panding the church.

Speakingattheevent,Parish
priest, Fr Xavier Pinto, said, “It
signifies not only the history
we’ve lived but the legacy we
are creating for generations to
come.”

Assistant Parish Priest, Fr
Daniel Fernandes, said, “For
Infant JesusChurch, this labour

of love is the result of several
clergy’s feet that have toiled to
raise this church fromashedof
just a few feet in size, to the
sprawling,community-centred
house of prayer and worship
that it is today.”

The church began from a
humble shed in Jogeshwari
where prayers were held in
1965. The church was built in
1991 under the guidance of Fr
ZuzeD’Souza.

ZEESHANSHAIKH
MUMBAI,FEBRUARY11

A 37-YEAR-OLD man from
Mumbai on Sunday said that he
wasbeatenupby right-wingac-
tivistswho forcedhimto say “Jai
ShriRam”,daysafterhefiledapo-
licecomplaintoverhisfamilybe-
ingharassedand forced to chant
the sloganwhile travelling on a
traininJanuary.

The 26-second video of the
mob beating up Asif Shaikh on
January24hasgoneviral onso-
cial media platforms in which
themen can be seen assaulting
him, asking him to say “Jai Shri
Ram”.Awomancanalsobeseen
tryingtosaveShaikhasachildis
heardcrying.

In his police complaint, Asif
Shaikhsaidhewasreturningfrom

hisvillageinKankavlitoMumbai
alongwithhiswifeanddaughter
onJanuary19when“30to40stu-
dents”travellinginthesamecom-
partmentwereaskingotherpas-
sengers to chant “Jai Shri Ram”.
Shaikhsaidhefiledapolicecom-
plaintagainstthegroupthesame
dayatPanvelrailwaystation.

“My wife was wearing a
burqa. The group came near us
andaskedustosay‘JaiShriRam’.
We asked themwhy theywere
forcingus,whichledtoanargu-
ment.Oneofthemembersofthe
groupsubsequentlythrewacup
of hot tea atmy daughter after
which I decided to file a com-
plaint,” Shaikh told The Indian
Express.

“Policewereinitiallycoopera-
tive but later refused to takemy
complaint. After I insisted, they
registered a complaint. Police,

however,bookedmeaswellafter
one of thewomen in the group
said that I hadmisbehavedwith
her,”Shaikhsaid.

Shaikhsaidthreedayslaterhe
receivedacall frompolicesaying
thathiscomplainthadbeentrans-
ferred toKankavli police station
fromwherehehadboarded the
train and thathe shouldvisit the
police station. On January 24,
Shaikhwent tothepolicestation
alongwithhisfamily.

Shaikhsaidhe foundasenior
BJP leader and a largemobwas
waiting forhimat thepolice sta-
tion.“Theleaderaskedmetotake
backmycomplaint andwarned
meofdireconsequences,”hesaid.

Shaikhsaidhewasescortedby
theKankavli police to his house.
He allegedwhenhe reachedhis
house, amobof 15 to 20people
arrived at his residence. “One of

themsaid ‘Soyouwill not follow
whatourleadersays?Youwillnot
say Jai Shri Ram’.He thenhitme
with a stick behindmy head,”
Shaikhsaidinhisstatementtopo-
lice.Shaikhwasthenaskedbythe
mob to chant Jai Shri Ram. “The
policewerepresentatthespotbut
theydidnotdoanything.Evenmy
wifewas assaulted by themob.
Policelaterbookedmeforassault-
ing oneof the personswhowas
partof themob,”Shaikhsaid.

Shaikh filed another com-
plaintnaming11of his attackers
andsaidtherewere20morepeo-
plewhomhecouldnotrecognise.

“Iwasassaultedand the inci-
dentwas recordedyet thepolice
have bookedme and are yet to
catchhold of themenwhobeat
meup,”Shaikhsaid.

Kankavlipolicesaid that they
arelookingintotheincident.

‘Beaten up after filing case’, says man
who was forced to chant Jai Shri Ram

VIJAYKUMARYADAV
MUMBAI, FEBRUARY11

ASOUTHMumbaibasedwoman
has filed a police complaint
against the director of a real es-
tate firm,wherein her late hus-
band owned a 10% stake, when
hedidnotsharedueprofitsofthe
businesses, causingher a loss of
Rs10crore.

Sincethecomplainant'shus-
band is nomore, she suspected
theaccusedclaimedherfamily's
share in the profit. An FIR was
registered in the matter on
Saturday and transferred to the
EconomicOffencesWing(EOW)
ofMumbaipolice.

The 59-year-old com-
plainant, a Breach Candy resi-
dent, in her statement to the
Andheri police said that in
August 2019, her husband died.
Hehadpartnershipsinmanyreal
estatecompaniesandotherbusi-

nesses. As per his will, he had
named his wife (the com-
plainant)soleownerofallhisin-
vestments, moveable and im-
movableproperties.

The complainant's husband
had invested money in Avant
Ventures LLP and Aishwarya
AvantBuildersLLPwitha20per
centand10percentpartnership
in these companies, respec-
tively.

"SudipkumarSaah, thepart-
ner inAishwaryaAvantBuilders
LLPmadeaprofit inphase1and

2 of Avant Heritage project in
Jogeshwari,butallegedlymisap-
propriated more than Rs 10
crore, thuscausingmeawrong-
fulloss,"thecomplainantalleged
in theFIR.

Based on her complaint the
EOW got her FIR registered at
Andheripolicestationandtook
over the investigation. EOW
booked Saah under sections
406 (criminal breach of trust)
and420(cheating)of the Indian
PenalCodeandis further inves-
tigating the matter, an officer
said.

Sourcessaidthatsinceapre-
liminaryinquirybythepolicein-
dicated cognizable offence, an
FIRwasregistered inthematter.

The EOWwill closely scruti-
nise thetermsandconditionsof
the partnership contract signed
betweenthecomplainant'shus-
band and the accused person,
andalsothecompany'saccounts,
anEOWsourcesaid.

Sinceherhusbanddied
in2019, thewoman
wholives inSouth
Mumbaisuspects that
theaccusedhas
usurpedherfamily's
share inprofit

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
MUMBAI,FEBRUARY11

ONSUNDAY,citizenswokeuptoa
pleasantnipintheairasmercury
levels dipped to 16.7 degrees
Celsius, which is the lowest for
February in the season.
Attributingthediptotheinfluxof
northerly winds, India
Meteorological Department
(IMD)hasindicatedthatthemin-
imumtemperatureswillcontinue
to hover between17 and18de-
grees Celsius for the next three
daysatleast.

IMD's Santacruzobservatory,
onSunday,registeredaminimum
temperature of 16.7 degrees
Celsius,which is onedegree be-
low the normal. The Colaba
coastal observatory,meanwhile,
recorded18.8degreeCelsius.

Speaking to The Indian
Express,SunilKamble,directorof
IMDMumbai, said, "Currently,
strong northerly winds have
madeMumbai cooler. There are

nowestern disturbances (WD)
currently owing towhich strong
northerlies are gushing in.
However,we are expecting an-
otherWDaroundFebruary15,so
thetemperaturescanrisefollow-
ing that." Kamble said, "For the
next 2-3 days, however, mini-
mumtemperatureswill remain
about 17to18degreesCelsius."

Evenso,onSunday,themaxi-
mumtemperature continued to
oscillate between30 and31de-
grees Celsius in the suburbs, as
well as in the island citydivision
on Sunday. As per IMDMumbai
data, the lowest ever February
temperature in thepast 10years
wasrecordedin2019whenmin-
imumtemperaturesatSantacruz
dippedto11degreeCelsius.

Severaldistrictsarealsoslated
to receive rains over next 3 to 4
days,withIMDsoundingayellow
alert for SundayandMonday for
certain districts in Vidarbha.
However,Mumbai is unlikely to
receiveanyrain, theweatherbu-
reausaid.

Mercury dips to 160C,
IMD says next few
days to be pleasant

Thane: TheNaviMumbai police
have registered a case against a
man for allegedly throwing acid
on his wife following an argu-
ment,anofficialsaidSunday.

ThepoliceonSaturday regis-
tered a case under IPC section
326(a) (causinggrievoushurt by
useof acid), the official said. The
accused,RamzanSiddiquGazi,al-

legedly threw acid on his wife
AminaKhatun(28)afteraheated
argumentattheirhomeinPanvel
onJanuary20,hesaid.

The victimwho suffered in-
juries to her face is undergoing
treatment at her hometown in
WestBengal,hesaid.Noarresthas
beenmadeinthecasesofar,anof-
ficial.PTI

Demolishedonlynewlybuiltencroachments inregulardrive, says forestdept

POSING QUESTIONS
THEELECTIONCommission of India is sending one of its sen-
iorofficerstoMaharashtratoconductameetingwiththeState
Election Commission andMaharashtra's chief secretary. The
move follows non-cooperation from a keymunicipal corpo-
ration in the state regarding deployment of its staff on elec-
tionduty. It is the first timethatElectionCommissionof India
is facing sucha situationand theofficial visitingMaharashtra
is set to pose some tough questions and seek answers from
the state administration.

WINNING BACK TRUST
STATEDIRECTORGeneralofPoliceRashmiShuklawroteanopen
letter lastweekwhichraisedmanybrowsinthestatesinceshe
stated that public faith in the police force has diminished and
theforceneedstoregainpublictrust.Thestatementcomesata
time when the Opposition is gunning for home minister
Devendra Fadnavis over allegeddisruptionof lawandorder in
the state. The head of Maharashtra police force furtherwrites
that,“Movingpasterrorsof thepast, Irecogniseit isourrespon-
sibilitytowinbackyourtrustandassureyouthatallpoliceunits
in the state are andwill continueworkingdiligently toprotect
youandyour rights.”

MUMBAICONFIDENTIAL

Haveacommentor suggestion forMumbaiConfidential?Write to
mumbai.newsline@expressindia.com
withsubject line:MumbaiConfidential

Woman injured in acid attack in
Navi Mumbai; husband booked

Jogeshwari church celebrates golden
jubilee in the presence of archbishop

Realtor booked as business partner’s
wife alleges he cheated her of Rs 10 cr

HajiMalangDargah row:Month
on, 40 structures razed en route
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OVER THE past three months,
Chief Justice Devendra Kumar
Upadhyaya-led bench of the
Bombay High Court passed
stringent remarks against the
state government authorities,
the Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC) and other
civic bodies over “alarming” air
pollution in the Mumbai
MetropolitanRegion (MMR).

Terming it as a “drastic and
emergent”, situation, the court
even expressed that it will not
hesitate to shut downpolluting
projectsif thelivesof thepeople
have tobesaved.

A bench of Chief Justice
Upadhyaya and Justice Girish S
Kulkarni,hasbeenhearinga suo
motu PIL and other pleas initi-
ated and filed after noting vari-
ous news reports, including the
“Death by Breath” series of The
Indian Express, presented an
“alarmingscenario”ofairpollu-
tion,whichbegan inNovember
2023.

The bench referred to The
IndianExpress report “Mumbai
air turned very poor or severe,
butnotonehealthadvisoryfrom
BMC” and said the same pre-
sented an “alarming scenario”
which was required to be ur-
gently tackled for thewelfareof
all residents.

On November 6, the bench
setalimittoburstfirecrackersin
viewofensuringDiwali festival,
among othermeasures for dust
mitigation.

It said, “We have tomake a
choice.Eitherwehaveadisease-
free environment or burn fire-
crackerstocelebratethefestival.
Wehavetotakeacall Theentire
cityisaffected...Wecannotcom-
pletely depend on nature and
havetoimplementit.Weareliv-
ing on this earth.We have cre-
ated this situation.”

The hearing alsomarked an

an intense exchange between
thestatelawyers, judgesandpe-
titionersoverthestrictmeasures
and need for developmental
projects in thecity.

On November 10, when
AdvocateGeneralBirendraSaraf
for the state government had
said that AQI levels had shown
great improvement, CJI
Upadhyaya remarked, “Thanks
totherains!Thispollutionprob-
lemisnotconfinedtothisyear’s
October and November. This
will recur now and last year
(2022) it happened for the first
time inMumbai. In the case of
BMC, if it was proactive before
thematterwas takenupby the
court, the situationwouldhave
beenbetter...”

After the lawyers said that
Mumbaikars should be ap-
plauded for their restraint on
burstingcrackersduringthefes-
tival, CJ Upadhyaya said, “Let’s
not becomeDelhi. Let’s remain
Mumbaikars.”

On December 11, the bench
had said the authorities should
ensuretheAQIinthecityshould
bebroughtdowntobelow50. It
askedBMCandtheMaharashtra
PollutionControlBoard (MPCB)
tocarryouta joint inspectionat
sevenproject sites.

On February 6, the bench
flagged“inadequate”implemen-
tation of environmental norms
at several sites of public infra-

structure projects including
Bullet train, Metro-3, Coastal
Road, Mumbai Trans Harbour
Link(MTHL). “...Wemayremind
everyonethattheseareprojects
taken by public authorities and
notbyprivateentitiesandwhat
examplearetheysettingforoth-
ers,” thebenchquestioned.

The HC said the authorities
cannotbeabsolvedof theircon-
stitutionaldutyofensuringpub-
lic health. “We tell you very
frankly the situation is going to
becomeveryveryunhealthy.We
won’t survive and it should not
betheconcernof thecitizensor
the court alone. If we are not
alive to this situation nowwe
don’tknowwhat’sgoingtohap-
pen...,” thecourt said.

After AG Saraf had said that
improvementswereneededbut
projects of public importance
cannot be shut down, CJ
Upadhyaya quipped, “If the life
ofpeopleinthecityistobesaved
byshuttingdown,wewon’thes-
itate.” TheHC sought a rigorous
air pollution audit of all indus-
triesinMMRandaskedthestate
to have permanent statutory
mechanismforairqualityman-
agement inMumbai.

Posting the next hearing to
March 18, CJ Upadhyaya said in
a lighter vein, “We can recom-
mend Padma awards to your
(state,civicbodies)officersifAQI
levels cometoahealthy level.”

HChadrecently flagged ‘inadequate’ implementationof
environmentalnormsatseveralpublic infraproject sites. File
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SENA CHIEF Uddhav Thackeray
on Sunday has alleged that
Maharashtraonlygets7paisein
return for the Re 1 it gives the
Centre in tax, and demanded
thatthestategetsat least50per
cent of funds in return. The po-
litical leader was speaking at a
meeting of the Sena (UBT)
SthaniyaLokadhikarSamiti.

Maharashtra must get its
rightful share,Uddhavsaid, and
thatitwouldbetheparty'smain
agenda in upcoming elections.
Hesaidwhenthepartycomesto
power it will change the law of
funddistribution to thestates.

Uddhav's statement comes
days after Karnataka Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah and Dy
CM DK Sivakumar staged a

protest against the Centre's tax
devolutionpolicy.Theyaccused
the Union government of met-
ingoutinjusticetoKarnatakaby
areductionintaxdevolution,re-
sultinginalossofoverRs45,000
crore to the state in the last 4
years. They alleged that while
taxespaidbyKarnatakahavelit-
tle served the state itself, it was
the northern states that were

getting thebenefits.
Southern states have

protestedagainsttheunfairfund
distribution by the Centre,
Thackeray said. "Where is the
money going? Maharashtra
mustgetback50percentof the
taxes itpaysthecentreas funds.
You are taking away from
Maharashtra and funding your
schemes and freebies. Modi
mustbearinmindallthisishap-
peningbecauseofMaharashtra's
hard earned money sent to
Delhi. We want our rightful
share.Hardlyanycentralgovern-
mentofficesoperateinMumbai
now, and there are no jobs left.
They have taken away the Air
India office, too. As soon as the
central govt changes, I will take
theleadinaskingforachangein
policy,"Uddhavsaid.

Uddhav also took a swipe at
BJP,quotingUnionMinisterNitin

Gadkariwherethelatterreport-
edlysaidthathehadnoplaceleft
intheparty.UddhavsaidtheBJP
leadershipwas eliminating op-
ponents, allies as well as their
ownparty leaders.

“Hitler's rule ended inaway
thatanotherHitlercanneverrise
again in Germany. The ruthless
attitudeofeliminatingtheother
wheninpowerhastogo.Youare
eliminating your opponents,
yourallies,yourownpartylead-
ers.WhenNitinGadkariwentto
Delhi,wehopedhisworkwould
benefitthecountry.Butwhenhe
himselfsaysthereisnoplaceleft
for him or no respect accorded
to him, thenwhat is onework-
ing for?”Uddhavsaid.

Uddhavalsoallegedthat the
Modi government conferred a
Bharat Ratna on former Bihar
CMKarpooriThakurtogetvotes
in the LS polls. Addressing Sena

workers inMumbai, Thackeray
claimed the Bharatiya Jana
Sangh, whichwas the forerun-
nerofBJP,hadopposedThakur's
decision of 26 per cent reserva-
tion tobackwardclasses ingov-
ernment jobs.

"NowthatBJPwantsvotesin
Bihar, it has announced the
Bharat Ratna for him posthu-
mously. But I am happy his
(Thakur's) work is being ac-
knowledged after so many
years,"Thackeraysaid.

Even Dr MS Swaminathan
was given the Bharat Ratna,
Thackeray said, but they have
failedtoimplementrecommen-
dationsmade by a commission
he headed on increasing farm
income. “Now that hehas been
given the award, I demand that
the Swaminathan committee
report be implemented,”
Uddhav said.

UddhavThackeray. File

Vehiclesmovepast thecoastal roadprojectwhere labourersworkat full throttle, aheadof its inaugurationonFebruary19,at
MarineLines inMumbaion11February2024. SankhadeepBanerjee

COASTAL ROAD GETS READY
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SEVERALCIVIC andgovernment
schoolsinthecityreceivedletters
fromBMC's education depart-
mentonSaturday to send teach-
ersforelectiondutyimmediately
onSunday.Theletteralsounder-
lined that failure indoing sowill
leadtoactionagainsttheteacher.

This newmandate has irked
manyschoolswhohavenochoice
buttosendtheirteachersforelec-
tionduty aheadof board exams
andschool'sfinalexams.

Citing provisions of Right To
Education (RTE) Actwhich rec-
ommends that teachers should
notbegivennon-academicwork,
several teachers organisations
haveobjectedtotheelectionduty
order.Demandingthattheybeex-
cused, teachers organisations
have threatened toboycott elec-
tionduty.

Pandurang Kengar from
Mumbai School Principals’

Association, said, “RTE recom-
mends against it, and teachers
are already burdened with
several non-academic tasksin
schools. Election duty will be
an addition to the list. Most
schools are about to hold an-
nualexams,andstateboardex-
ams are around the corner. In
theabsenceofacompassionate
view toward our concerns,
teachers have no choice but to
boycott thework.”

Anil Bornare, from BJP
Teachers’ Association, said,
“Schools are confusedoverwho
willteachanddootheracademic
work. Iamgoingtomeetauthor-
ities concerned from the educa-
tion department and Election
Commissiontorequestexclusion
of teachersfromelectionduty.”

However, anofficial fromthe
school education department,
said, “Teachers’ concernswill be
discussedandaconsensuswillbe
reachedonhowelectiondutycan
befulfilledwithouteffectonaca-
demicwork.”

INDEPENDENT LEGISLATOR in
Maharashtra Legislative Council
SATYAJEET TAMBE has been
voicing his concerns about the
concentratedinfrastructurepush
in areas like the Mumbai
MetropolitanRegion. Inan inter-
viewwithALOKDESHPANDE,
TambecomparesIndia’sdevelop-
mentwithforeigncountries,say-
inghefeelsthegovernmentneeds
tochangeitsmechanismandap-
proachtodevelopmentalprojects.
Hehasalsobeencreatingavenues
for youthwhichwill open em-
ploymentopportunities.

Youhavebeenraisingurban
cityplanningissueswithin
the legislativecouncil.What
isyourtakeonlarge infra
projectssuchasMTHL,
CoastalRoad,VirarAlibaug
multimodalcorridor(MMC),
NaviMumbai International
Airport (NMIA)andtheMetro
network?Will thesehelp
createathirdandfourth

Mumbai infuture?
Theyareallwell thoughtout

andgoodprojects, but theproj-
ects concernedwere conceived
between 2004 and 2015. The
problem is that the time taken
betweenideatingandexecuting
theproject is toolong.Onanav-
erage, almost all projectsmen-
tionedabovehavetakenaround
15yearstocomplete,whichfur-
thercreatesproblems.

Unfortunately, there is no
mechanism for timely project
execution. Even the new ones
like the Virar-Alibaug Multi-
Modal Corridor, Delhi-Mumbai
IndustrialCorridor,andSeaLink
extension... by the time it is im-
plemented,newproblemsarise.

For example, youmay reach
NaviMumbaiin20minutes,but
therewill be bottlenecks at the
entry and exit points of the
bridge. What then? One may
reachBhiwandiinMumbaifrom
Nashikin4-5hours,butwillthat
person be able to reach

BhiwanditoDadarorelsewhere
withinMumbai inanhour?

Didthatthoughtoccurwhile
planning theproject? There is a
dire need to change the ap-
proach to planning develop-
mentalprojects.

Whyso?
InNovember2023,adelega-

tion ofMaharashtra Legislators
visited theUKforaneducational
tour and Iwas one of them.We
cameacross an interesting thing
inWales.While implementing
any project, beforemaking any
decision at the policy level, it is
mandatory for the committee to
aligntheirpurposewithsevenfu-
ture generations. TheUAE even
has aMinistry of Possibilities to
studyprojectsandcometoaquick
solutionafterduediligence.There
is no impact analysis andquality
analysisdoneinMaharashtra.

During our visit, we got to
knowofaprojectinNewportfor
a bypass road. There were dis-

cussionsonwhetherfuturegen-
erations would be burdened
with debt due to the project. If
BMC,withabudgetofaroundRs
52,000 crore executes a Rs 2-
lakhcroreproject, theywillbur-
den future generations and al-

ways remain indebt.

Thenwhatdoyouthinkisan
idealmodelofdevelopment
forMumbaiorothercities in
thestate?

People thinkMumbai is the
only citywheredevelopment is
possible,whichisnottrue.With
PalgharandRaigaddistrictsrap-
idly urbanising, an idealmodel
of development would be at
least10satellitecitiesevery100
kmwith an emphasis onpublic
transport. These should have a
high-speed rail network and
dedicatedhigh-speedbuslanes.

OutsideIndia,countriesfollow
an inverted pyramid structure
whileundertaking infraprojects,
whereinprivate cars are the last
priorityandtoppriorityistopub-
lic transportwherepeople from
low-incomegroupsandhighnet-
worth individuals also travel. It
alsohasspecialwalkzonestoen-
couragewalkingincities.

Ourcitiesshouldbedesigned

andplanned in thisway, too.

Willgrowthofurbancentres
leadtoreducingtheburden
ofmigrationonMumbai?

Therearemythswhichhave
created an irreplaceable image
of Mumbai being the city of
dreamsandthefinancialcapital.
The real pull for youth to travel
toMumbaiisitslifestyleandem-
ployment opportunities. To ob-
tain that, they wouldn’t mind
travellingduringrushhoursand
ahand-to-mouthexistence.

Theinfluxwillcontinueinfu-
ture too, whichwill ultimately
lead toa saturation.Other cities
will have to emulate and repli-
cateMumbai’sstandardof living
to lift the burden off Mumbai
andensureabalanceinthestate.

Whatshouldthegovernment
doforemploymentona
policy level?

Inmypersonalcapacity,Iwill
soonbe starting ‘Younnovation’

YouthInformationCentres(YIC)
in all five districts of the con-
stituency. Additionally, 300
Youth Clubs at the taluka level
andcluster-levelvillageswill fa-
cilitate them.

Iappealedtothegovernment
last year in the Legislative
Council and accordingly, funds
havebeenapprovedbythegov-
ernmenttosetup5suchcentres.

Thecentrewillbeaone-stop
solution for youth where they
canaccessallinformationacross
theworldregardingjobsandop-
portunities available aswell as
benefitstheycanavailofthrough
central or state government
schemes. Theunitwillalsoguide
youthintheirfieldofinterestand
help themwithhowandwhere
toseekrightopportunities.

The centre will also have
amenitiesofco-workingspaces,
readingroomsandlibraries.The
effortwillbe toexpand itacross
the state, and further on the
country.

MONDAY
INTERVIEW
SATYAJEETTAMBE

INDEPENDANTMLC,
MAHARASHTRA

‘India needs to change its approach towards developmental projects
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SENA (EKNATH Shinde) leader
and Kalamnuri MLA Santosh
Bangar has landed in a contro-
versy afterheasked school stu-
dentstorefusefoodfortwodays
if their parents do not vote for
him in the upcoming elections.
The Opposition was quick to
criticise his remarks that came
days after the Election
Commission’sstrictinstructions
againstusingchildreninpoll-re-
latedactivities.

Inaviralvideo, the legislator
fromHingolidistrict inMahara-
shtra is seen visiting a primary
school run by the zilla parishad
on Friday and telling the stu-
dents,“Ifyourparentsdon’tvote
for me in the upcoming elec-

tions,don't eat for twodays.”
“Askyourparents tovote for

MLASantoshBangar.Otherwise,
youshouldnoteatfortwodays,”
theMLAsaid,adding,“Youdon’t
eat andwhen parents askwhy,
tell themthat Iwilleatafteryou
vote for MLA Santosh Bangar.”
Hethenaskedthestudentstore-
peat the lines theywould say to
their parents even as teachers
and other staff members at the
school laughed.

TheOppositionMaha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) leaders

slammed Bangar over his re-
marks and sought to know if
the Election Commission
would take action against him
for violating its directives.

Clyde Crasto, spokesperson
of NCP-Sharadchandra Pawar,
said, “The Election Commission
hasaskedpoliticalpartiesnotto
use children in election cam-
paigning ‘in any formwhatso-
ever’ and asked them to adhere
toChildLabour(Prohibitionand
Regulation) Act, 1986, as
amendedin2016. If violatedse-
vere disciplinary actionwill be
taken, but Shinde group MLA
SantoshBangarcanbeheardina
video going against the very di-
rectiveofECI...strictactionmust
be taken against him according
to thesaidAct.”

“He is a repeat offender and
endsupscot-freeashe isanally

of the BJP. The ECI must act on
himwithoutprejudice,"Crasto
added.

Bangarhasrepeatedlystirred
controversywithhisstatements.
Recently, the MLA said that if
NarendraModidoesnotbecome
thePrimeMinisterafter theup-
coming Lok Sabha polls, he
woulddiebysuicide.

AfterMaharashtraAssembly
Speaker Rahul Narwekar deliv-
eredtheverdict intheShivSena
MLA disqualification case,
Bangarsaid,“Wehadboldlysaid
thatthedisqualificationandShiv
Senaverdictwillbeinourfavour.
Once again, I say boldly that
NarendraModiwillbecomethe
Prime Minister after the Lok
Sabha elections in April. If
NarendraModidoesnotbecome
PrimeMinister, Iwill(diebysui-
cide) in frontof thepublic.”

Santosh
Bangar

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
PUNE,FEBRUARY12

UNIDENTIFIEDPERSONS threw
inkonabannerwiththephotoof
SunetraPawar,wifeofDeputyCM
andNCPleaderAjitPawar,declar-
ingher asnext Lok Sabhamem-
berinPunedistrict.

A video of the incident in
Karhati village, Baramati taluka,
hometurfofPawars,hasgonevi-
ral. Police rushed to the spot and
thebannerwasremoved,anoffi-
cialsaidSunday.

Notably, thebannerdeclared
Sunetra Pawar as an "upcoming
MP" and appealed to people to
elect her with a huge margin.
Speculation is rife inpolitical cir-
clesaboutthecandidatureofAjit
Pawar'swifefromBaramatiinthe
backdropofNCPsplit.

Ajit Pawar's cousin Supriya
Sule,daughterofSharadPawar,is
the sitting MP from Baramati.
Such posters about Sunetra
Pawar'scandidaturehadcomeup
inBaramati inthepast,too.

Firinginpolice
station:MLA’s
driverarrested
Mumbai: Thane police
crimebranchhavearrested
the driver of BJP MLA
Ganpat Gaikwadwho al-
legedly tried to kill former
Shinde Sena corporator
MaheshGaikwadbyopen-
ing fire on him inside a
Ulhasnagar police station
onFebruary2.RanjitYadav
wasamong the fewothers
who were named as ac-
cused in thecase.Ganpat's
sonVaibhav is stillwanted
in the case, while Ganpat
was arrested on the day of
the incident itself.ENS

Drunkman
heldforhoax
call topolice
Mumbai: Police caught a
manformakingahoaxcall.
Thepolicecontrolroom112
Nagpur on Saturday re-
ceived a call from a man
who identified himself as
Venkatesh RajanMagadi.
The caller said 12 bombs
hadbeenplacedatBankOf
Maharashtra in Deonar
Colony, Govandi. Local po-
licecaughtMagadiwhohad
made thephonecall under
theinfluenceofalcohol.ENS

5inCustom’s
netforgold
smuggling
Mumbai:Airport Customs
department on Sunday
saidthatbetweenFebruary
9 and11, customs officials,
in fivecases, seized1.76kg
of gold worth nearly Rs 1
crore. It was smuggled by
passengersfromSingapore,
Abi Dhabi, Dubai and
Colombo,whoconcealedit
in clothes, inner linings of
baggageandsandals.ENS

Bhujbalshould
leadnewOBC
bloc:VBAchief
Mumbai:VanchitBahujan
Aghadi chief Prakash
Ambedkar, now part of
theoppositionINDIAbloc,
onSundayadvisedminis-
ter Chhagan Bhujbal to
joinanewOBCoutfitas its
leader. “OBC leaders have
announcedanewpolitical
outfit in the state. It is my
advice to Bhujbal to lead
the outfit. VBA will sup-
port it socially and politi-
cally,”he said onX.PTI

Willfastagain:
Jarangeaffirms
Mumbai:Marathaquotaac-
tivist Manoj Jarange on
Sundayreaffirmedhisdeci-
sion to continuehis indefi-
nite fast demanding a spe-
cialsessionofthelegislature
beconvenedtoconvert the
draftnotificationon“blood
relatives”ofKunbiMarathas
into a law. The activist on
Saturday launchedhis agi-
tationinJalnadistrict.PTI

BRIEFLY

Uddhavdemands fair fund allocation
for state in accordance to taxes it pays

‘Don’t eat for two days if your parents don’t vote
forme’: MLA stirs rowwith remark to students

HowHC took state, BMC,
other civic bodies to task
overMMR’s polluted air

Election duty mandate
irks schools; burdened
teachers mull boycott

Ink hurled on
banner declaring
Ajit Pawar’s wife
as ‘future MP’
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VETERAN POLITICIAN Sharad
Pawar on Sunday said no BJP
leader faced action from the
Enforcement Directorate since
the party has been been in
power.

Addressing an event here,
SharadPawarsaidthemisuseof
power becomes evident when
anyone opposes the ruling BJP.
"The ED has conducted investi-
gationsacross thecountry,with
6,000 cases registered from
2005 to 2023. But, substantial
findings were obtained in 25
cases, and 85 per cent of the
cases involved political leaders
from the opposition," he
claimed.

"Since the BJP has been in
power (from 2014), no leader
from the party has faced action
from the ED.Moreover, investi-
gationsagainstBJPleaderswere
halted after the party came to
power,"hefurtherclaimedatthe
AarogyaDootAbhiyanorganised
byhispartyhere.

OntheElectionCommission
recently recognising the faction
ledbyhis nephewAjit Pawar as
the 'real' NCP and allotting the
party's poll symbol 'clock' tohis
group,SharadPawarsaidhehad
contestedhisfirstelectiononthe
symbol of 'a pair of
bullocks'.Thoughtsandideology
are more important than any
symbol,hesaid.

"TheEC'sdecisionissurpris-
ing. The Election Commission
notonlytookawayourpartybut
also our symbol. They handed
over our party to someone else,
such a situationwas neverwit-
nessed in the country. I amsure
people will not support such a
decision.Wewill have adiscus-
siononthenewnameandsym-
bol onMonday," he said adding
that they will be taking up the
matterintheSupremeCourtand
areconfidentof getting justice.

AjitPawarwalkedawaywith
a majority NCP MLAs in the
Maharashtra assembly in July
last year and joined the Eknath
Shinde-led state government.
The EC has allotted 'Nationalist
Congress Party-Sharadchandra
Pawar'asthepartynameforthe
group ledbySharadPawar.

To a query on whether he
would contest the Lok Sabha
elections from his home turf
Baramati, Sharad Pawar said, "I
have made it clear in the past
that I will not be contesting the
elections. Therefore, there is no
question of making any emo-
tionalappeal.PeopleofBaramati
are wise and sensible. They

Sharad Pawar targets
BJP, says its leaders
don’t face ED action

NCP-SharadchandraPawar leaderSharadPawarwithhis
nephewandMLA RohitPawarat theNisargMangal
KaryalayatMarketYard inPuneonSunday. PavanKhengre

PARTHASARATHI BISWAS
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NCP(SHARADCHANDRAPawar)
MLA Rohit Pawar, who has al-
ready beenquestioned twice by
theEnforcementDirectorate(ED)
in theallegedMaharashtraState
CentralCo-operativeBankscam,
saidtheinquirieswouldstoponly
ifheis jailed.

TheEDhasallegedcorruption
in the way Baramati Agro, the
company owned by Pawar, had
purchased a cooperativemill in
Kannad taluka of Chhatrapati
Sambhajinagar district. Themill
was auctioned by theMaharas-
htraStateCooperativeBankafter
ithadfailedtorepayitsloans.

On January 24, the EDques-
tionedRohitPawarinthealleged
bank scam for nearly 11 hours.
Thesecondroundofquestioning
washeldonFebruary2whenthe
NCPMLA from Sharad Pawar's
factionwasinterrogatedfornine
hours. "They have a set of ques-
tions which they keep asking
again and again. The inquiries

would stop only if I am jailed,"
saidPawarwhilespeakingtoThe
IndianExpress.

With the Ajit Pawar faction
baggingboththepartynameand
symbol, the Sharadchandra
Pawar faction has to start from
scratch."Manyotherleadersfrom
our factionwould face the ire of
centralagenciesbefore the2024
Lok Sabha elections," warned
RohitPawar.

SincehisuncleAjitPawarde-
cided to split the party and take
awaymostoftheMLAswithhim,
Pawarhas stoodbyhisgreatun-
cle Sharad Pawar to rebuild the
partyfromscratch.Hehadtaken
outalongyatratoNagpurtohigh-
light the issues faced by youth
and farmers. The present politi-
calsituation,Pawarsaid,isripefor
change. “People are frustrated –
unemployment, drought, and
price rise are issueswhich need
tobeaddressed,”hesaid.

Pawarwasquicktoadmitthat
as theOpposition, they have an
uphill task in front of them---to
reachouttothepeopleandpres-
entasuitablealternative.

SHUBHANGIKHAPRE
MUMBAI, FEBRUARY 11

WHILE THE INDIA alliance of
Opposition parties faces the
prospects of allieswalking out,
theNDA inMaharashtra seems
tobefacingaproblemofplenty
as coalition partners Shiv Sena
led by Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde and the Republican
Party of India (Athawale) have
staked claim to the Shirdi Lok
Sabha seat.

While the CM has categori-
cally saidhispartywillnotpart
withseats itwonin2019,RPI(A)
chief Ramdas Athawale who
belongstotheDalitcommunity
has thrown his hat in the ring
forShirdi,which is reserved for
the Scheduled Castes (SC).
Shinde fears leaving the seat to
allies may lead to massive un-
restanddefectionsaheadof the
parliamentarypolls.

“The RPI(A) is the con-

stituent of the NDA. We have
our electoral base in
Maharashtra and I am keen to
contest from the Shirdi Lok
Sabha seat,” Athawale said last
week. In response, a senior
Cabinetminister fromtheSena
said each party in the coalition
wasentitledtocontest theseats
it holds and hence Shirdi was
their right. “Wehave toaccom-
modate our sitting MP who
supported Shinde when the
party split,” he said.

Athawale’s party believes
thatcontestingacoupleof seats
is necessary to keep its cadre
motivated. Athawale was also
reportedlyeyeingoneof thesix
Lok Sabha seats in Mumbai.
However, his hopes were
dashed when the BJP said it
would contest four and leave
the remaining forShinde.With
no chance for his party to con-
test inMumbai, theRPI(A)chief
is said to have set his eyes on
Shirdi inAhmednagar district.

The RPI (A) chief contested
from Shirdi in 2009 but lost to
the Shiv Sena’s Bhausaheb
Wakchaure.After thedefeat,he
blamed the Congress for his
loss, saying it did not support
his candidature. He then quit
the Congress-NCP alliance and
joined the NDA ahead of the
2014 Lok Sabha polls and has
beenwith it since.

The Sena has held Shirdi
since 2009, with the coming
elections set to see the Shiv
Sena(UBT)alsotakeonShinde’s
party for control of the con-
stituency. Of the six Assembly
segments in the constituency,
two each are held by the
Congress and the Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP) of Ajit
Pawar, and one each by the BJP
and the Shiv Sena.

Why Athawale is
important

RPI(A) insiders said
Athawalewouldsail throughas

four of the six Assembly seg-
ments were held by the ruling
alliance’s partners. At a time
when the BJP has set an ambi-
tious targetof theNDAbagging
at least 45 of the 48 Lok Sabha
seats in Maharashtra,
Athawale’sdedicatedvotebank
will play a crucial role. Though
hispartydoesnothaveanMLA
or a Lok SabhaMP, it has influ-
ence in at least 22 Lok Sabha
constituencies.

With two of its allies at log-
gerheads, state BJP president
Chandrashekhar Bawankule
said it was natural for every
party to express its wish.
“Ultimately, we have to take
into account all aspects while
accommodating the concerns
of each party. Winnability is a
major criterion which will be
takenintoaccountwhiledecid-
ing the seat-sharing formula,”
he said.

Bawankule said the BJP’s
role is toprovide strength to its

allies. “The final decision on
whocontestswhichseatwillbe
acollectivedecisionof thestate
leadership after consultation
with theCentre,” he said.

Athawale has represented
Pandharpur Lok Sabha seat
(1999-2009) and Mumbai
North Central (1998-1999).
From 1990 to 1996, he was a
member of the Maharashtra
LegislativeCouncilandaminis-
ter in the Congress-led
Maharashtra government,
holding key portfolios like so-
cial justice, transport, employ-
mentguarantee,andsportsand
youthwelfare.

He was nominated as a
member of the Rajya Sabha in
2014 by the BJP and was ele-
vatedtoUnionMinisterof State
forSocial JusticeintheNarendra
Modi Cabinet in 2016. He held
the same portfolio in theModi
government’s second termand
was renominated to the Rajya
Sabha inMarch2020.

BJP finds itself in a bind as two allies stake
claim to the same Lok Sabha seat— Shirdi

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
PUNE,FEBRUARY11

AROUND30membersof aright
wing group staged a protest at
the National Film Archive of
India, where the film 'I AmNot
The River Jhelum'--revolving
around the Kashmir violence--
wasscreenedonSundayaspart
of theCinemasof Indiaevent.

Police said themembersbe-
longed to the Samasta Hindu
Bandhav, the sameoutfitwhich
caused a ruckus at the Film and
TelevisionInstituteof India(FTII)
lastmonthoverabannerputup
bytheFTIIStudents’Association
ontheinstitutepremises,which
saidtheBabriMasjiddemolition
wasagainst theConstitution.

The film was screened at
1.30pmandwas followedby an
audienceinteractionwithDelhi-
baseddirectorPrabhashChandra,
whowas present at the venue.
Therightwingactivistssaidthey
stagedaprotestafterlearningthat
the film defamed the Indian
Army. Therewas no disruption
inthefilmfestivalonSundayand
the next film scheduled for
3:30pmwasalsoscreened."The
organiserswereverysupportive.
I have left Pune," Chandra said
lateevening.

Cinemasof Indiafeaturedin-
dependent cinema from across
India, and was organised by
NFDC-NFAI, Fipresci, the India
chapterof anassociationof film
critics and film journalists from
50 countries, and the Pune
InternationalCentre.

Released in 2022, the film 'I

AmNot The River Jhelum' has
been screened at various film
festivals in India and abroad.
Chandrawonthebestdebutdi-
rector from India at the
International Film Festival of
Kerala 2022. A banner of the
film's screening outside the
maingatewas takendown. The
organisersdidnotwanttocom-
mentontheprotestbutsaidthe
bannersweretakendownasthe
festivalwasover.

Meanwhile,duetosocialme-
diaposts against theallegedob-
jectionablefilm,thePunecitypo-
licewerealertandhaddeployed
adequatepersonnelatNFAI.The
police intervened and brought
theprotestors to theDeccanpo-
licestationaround4pm.

SeniorpoliceinspectorVipin
Hasabnissaid,"Wedetainedthe
protestors asper sectionsof the
Bombay Police Act. They were

released in theevening."
Ravindra Padwal, amember

of the Samasta Hindu Bandhav,
said they came to know from a
studentwhosawthefilmthat it
has objectionable content
against the Indian Army. "We
reached the NFAI. However, by
that time, the screening of the
filmwas over. We have filed a
policecomplaintseekingaction
against thosewho show such a
film against the Indian Army at
a government-run establish-
ment," saidPadwal.

Sourcessaidpolicewouldsee
thefilmtocheckif ithasanyob-
jectionablecontent.

Thefilmscheduledforscreen
at 6pm at the festival was can-
celledand peoplewhohadcon-
gregated for thescreeningwere
sent back. Organisers said the
screeningwas cancelled due to
amalfunctioningBluRaydevice.

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
GONDIA, FEBRUARY11

AYUSHMAN BHARAT is the
world’s largest health cover
schemewhichwill help in the
growth of medical and nursing
colleges and paramedical insti-
tutes in the country, Vice-
President Jagdeep Dhankhar
said on Sunday. He was in
GondiacityinMaharashtratolay
the foundation stone for the
Government Medical College
andHospital (GMCH).

“Therewasatimewhenpeo-
ple had to travel abroad to avail
of medical treatment even for
minor diseases, but now we
havetopmedicalfacilitiesinour
country.Wearemovingtowards
theBharatof2047whichshould
be fit, on thehealth and finance

fronts,”hesaid.
The vice-president further

said Ayushman Bharat is the
world’s largest health cover
schemewhichwill help in the
growth of medical and nursing
colleges,para-medicalinstitutes
and laboratories.

“AncientAyurvedatherapyis
comprehensive with depth of
knowledge. Its promotion is
needed,” Dhankhar said adding
Yogaisagiftof Indiatotheworld
and June 21 is celebrated as the
InternationalYogaDay.Dhankhar
also said that the government
wastakingstepstocheckthecost
ofmedicineseffectively.

Maharashtra Governor
Ramesh Bais, Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde, Minister of
Medical Education Hasan
Mushrif,andMPPrafulPatelwere
alsopresentontheoccasion.

Dhankhar, an alumnus of
Sainik School Chittorgarh, also
metanothersainikschoolalum-
nusduringhisvisittoGondiaand
interactedwithcadetsofManoh-
arbhai Patel Military School of
GondiaEducationSociety.

FormerUnionministerPraful
Patelisthepatronofthegovern-
ingcouncilof theschool,named
afterhis late father.

At theevent,Dhankharwas
introduced to Sandip Patil,
Inspector General, Anti-Naxal
Operations. The IPS officer
heads Maharashtra Police's
team against Maoists, active
mostly in Gadchiroli and ad-
joining regions.

“Dhankar was happywhen
Patil told him that he was an
alumnusof SainikScholl Satara,
India’sfirstSainikSchool,”anof-
ficial said.

Vice-President JagdeepDhankharwithMaharashtraGovernorRameshBaisandCMEknath
ShindeafterpayingtributetoManoharbhaiPatelattheGondiaEducationSociety,Sunday.PTI

MANOJMORE
PUNE,FEBERUARY11

BJP LEADER Sunil Deodhar on
Sunday said journalist Nikhil
Wagle shouldbe arrested forhis
'objectionable' remarks against
PrimeMinister NarendraModi
and former Deputy Prime
MinisterLKAdvaniafteritwasan-
nouncedthatBharatRatna,India’s
highestcivilianhonour,wouldbe
conferredonthelatter.

"NikhilWagle hadmade an
objectionable tweetonFebruary
6...I filed anFIR against himwith
Punepolice,"saidDeodhar,anas-
pirantforthePuneLokSabhaseat.
He had played a key role in the
BJP’s victory in several states.
Deodhar is also known for his
closeness to Prime Minister
NarendraModi.

Deodharsaid thePunepolice
toldhimthatWaglewillbecalled
forinvestigation."ThePunepolice
have toldme thatWaglewill be
called for investigation on
February12,afterwhichtheywill
initiate necessary action in the
matter,"saidtheBJPleader.

"I amexpecting his arrest in
thecase.TheFIRhasbeenlodged
with the intent of gettingWagle
arrested... I havebeentoldby the
PunepolicethattheFIRhasbeen
forwarded to the legal team,”
Deodharadded.

Whencontacted,PunePolice
Commissioner Amitesh Kumar
said they are investigating the
matter.Aseniorpoliceofficersaid
Wagle is not likely tobearrested
in the case. "There is no plan as
suchsofartoarrestWagle...Itwill
bedecidedonlyafter the investi-
gation is complete," said thepo-
liceofficer.

Despite repeated attempts,
Waglewasnotavailableforcom-
ment.Meanwhile,Wagle’steam,
including Vishwambhar
ChoudharyandAsimSarode,has
demanded the arrest of BJP city
unit chief Dheeraj Ghate and
other BJP leaderswhowere al-
legedlyattheforefrontof theat-
tack on the car inwhichWagle
was travelling to the "Nirbhay
Bano" public event in Pune on
Fridayevening.

BJP’s Deodhar
seeks journalist
NikhilWagle’s
arrest for post
against PM

NikhilWagle.

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
MUMBAI, FEBRUARY11

ALEOPARDwasspottedstrolling
near thewall of ahousing com-
plex along the Jogeshwari-
Vikhroli Link Road inMumbai,
triggeringpanic among the res-
idents and others in the area, a
forestofficial saidonSunday.

The big catwas captured on
CCTV cameras installed at the
residentialsociety, locatedclose
to the Aarey forest, earlier this
week.Thefootagehasgoneviral
onsocialmedia.

“A leopard roaming next to

oursocietyisveryscaryanddan-
gerous.Itcanleadtoaconflictsit-
uation.Wearecoordinatingwith
forest officials to address this is-
sue,”saidaresidentofthesociety.

Forest staff are closelymoni-
toring the situation followedby
daily night patrolling in and
aroundthatarea,theofficialsaid.
Citizensshouldnotpanicandin-
stead, contact the 1926 toll-free
helplineoftheforestdepartment
incaseofleopardsighting,hesaid.

Meresightingsof leopardsin
suburbanMumbai,especiallyon
the periphery of SGNP (Sanjay
Gandhi National Park) or Aarey
is not dangerous, said Pawan

Sharma, founder and president
of RAWW(Resqink Association
forWildlifeWelfare).

He said wild animals often
straytowardshumanhabitatsin
search of easy prey due to their
natural instincts.

“Citizensshouldavoidenter-
ing dark areas at night. They
shouldkeeptheirsocietywell lit
forclearvisibility.Smallchildren
andpetsshouldbeaccompanied
with adults, while security
guards should stay in their cab-
insandusetorchesatnight,”said
Sharma, who is also the hon-
orarywildlife wardenwith the
forestdepartment.

ED inquiries will
stop only when I am
jailed: Rohit Pawar

Right-wing group tries to disrupt
screening of film onKashmir

knowverywellwhoworkedfor
them for years and who en-
hanced theirprestige."

Baramati in Pune district is
currentlyrepresentedbySharad
Pawar'sdaughterSupriyaSule.

Onseat-sharing talks for the
upcoming elections, Sharad
Pawarsaid,"Talksareunderway
on seat-sharing with the
(PrakashAmbedkar-led)Vanchit
Bahujan Aghadi.We are asking

them for their programmes
aheadof theLokSabhapolls."

Pawar was reacting to
Deputy Chief Minister Ajit
Pawar’s claim that hemade last
week in Baramati that he
(Sharad Pawar) will make an
emotional appeal towoovoters
bystatingthatitwashislastelec-
tion.“Somepeoplewillmakean
emotionalappeal...Don'tpayat-
tentiontoit,”AjitPawarhadsaid.

AyushmanBharat schemewill help in
growth ofmedical colleges: Dhankhar

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
PUNE, FEBRUARY11

REITERATING THAT there is no
alternative to Prime Minister
NarendraModi in the country,
DeputyChiefMinisterAjitPawar
onSundayadvisedhispartymen
to have patience and not con-
stantly clamour that he should
bemade thechiefminister.

"Have somepatience...Don't
constantly try tomakeme the
Chief Minister...Let us first
strengthen our party,'' said Ajit
Pawar at a 'YuvaMission' event
organisedbyhispartyinPimpri-
ChinchwadonSunday.

Praising Prime Minister
NarendraModi, Ajit Pawar said,
''Today, thereisnoalternativeto
him in the country aswell as in
theworld.Wehavetomakehim
the PrimeMinister for the third
time. Heworks 18 hours a day.
Hehasavision.Underhisleader-
ship,severaldevelopmentworks
arebeingcompleted.Foreignin-
vestment in the country has
goneup.Maharashtrawill ben-
efit from his vision of develop-
ment,'' he said.

The Deputy Chief Minister
said, ''...Wehadadoptedapolicy
for women. We need to make
some changes in it as per the
changingtimes. In2012,wehad
adopted a policy for youth.We
work in a democracy and we
should support youth. Our dis-
trict presidents should not ex-
pecttoomuchfromtheirjuniors.
Whenweadmitanindividualin
our party, we should not con-
sider their castes. When I was
young, I acceptednewrespons-
bilities and that is the reason
why I reachedthis stage.''

Ajit Pawar said in 2004,NCP
couldhavehaditschiefminister.
''Buteveryoneknowswhathap-
penedatthattime.Now,holdon
forsometime,don'tclamourfor
chief minister'spost for
me...Peoplearejoiningourparty,
we need to win their confi-
dence.We have towork for the
peopleat thegrassroot level."

Taking a dig at his uncle
Sharad Pawar, Ajit Pawar said,
"Our party leaders andworkers
had problems, but our varisht
(seniormost) leader never tried
tounderstandthem.Andthat is
why I had to take this decision
(of splitting theparty)...Onehas
to take decisions fearlessly..We
joined theMahayuti so thatwe
could provide employment to
youths,'' he said.

There is no
alternative to
PMModi, says
Ajit Pawar
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Viral video shows leopard nearMumbai
housing society; forest dept patrolling on

NATIONALFILMARCHIVEOF INDIA INPUNE

Bannersabout the ‘Cinemasof India’ filmfestivalorganised
byPuneInternationalCentrewaswoundupabruptlyonits
lastdayafterrightwingorganisationsobjectedtoscreening
of film IamNot theRiver Jhelum thatdealswith lifeamid
violence inKashmir.PavanKhengre

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
PUNE,FEBRUARY11

THE DEATH toll in themassive
explosionandsubsequentfireat
achemicalstorageontheprem-
ises of a closed alloy factory in
SoluvillagenearAlandireached
fiveonSunday.Policesaidtheto-
tal number of injured in the in-
cident is now 18, with with at
least five of them undergoing
treatment.

Theblast,whichwasinitially
thought to be of a power
distribution transformer, was
later revealed to be that of
chemicals stored on the
premises of the alloymanufac-
turing factoryat SoluonAlandi
Markal Road. Officials said the
factory was closed a few years

ago and is currently facing in-
solvency proceedings before
the National Company Law
Tribunal.

The blast, which had taken
placearound5pmonFriday, in-
juredmanypeoplepresentnear
thesiteandalsothosepassingby
at the time.

“Withthedeathofa50-year-
oldpersononSundaymorning,
the toll in the explosion has
reached five. The information
gathered till now suggests that
at least 18 people were injured
intheaccident,withfiveof them
currentlybeingtreatedforburn
injuries at Sassoon General
Hospitalandaprivatehospital,”
said an officer from Alandi po-
lice station.

The deceased have been
identified as Santosh Trimbak

Mane (50), Nagnath Potanna
Panchal (55), Ramchandra
Maruti Nimbalkar (80), Nanda
SantoshShelke(45),all fourres-
idents of Solu village. Abdul
Kalam Khan (50), a resident of
Kudalwadi in Chikhali, suc-
cumbed to severe burns on
Sundaymorning.

"We are waiting for the re-
portsof chemicalanalysisof the
samplescollectedfromtheblast
site.We have earlier registered
an offence in the case and a
probe is on," said inspector
RameshPatil, in-chargeofAlandi
police station.

Police have booked the
owner of the factory and an in-
solvency practitioner, who is
looking after the proceedings
against thecompanyandholds
the custodyof theproperty.

Alandi factory explosion: Death
toll reaches five, no of injured 18

MANOJMORE
PUNE,FEBRUARY11

STATING THAT PrimeMinister
NarendraModiresortstoblatant
lies in his speech in Parliament,
Shiv Sena (UBT)MPSanjayRaut
said on Sunday that Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru had given the
sloganAaramHaramHaiandap-
pealedtocountrymentobecome
independentandself-reliant.

While replying to thediscus-
sionon theMotionof Thankson
the President’s address in Lok
Sabha,PMModisaidonMonday
formerprimeministersJawahar-
lal Nehru and IndiraGandhi be-
lievedthatIndianswerelazy,lack-
ing in intelligence, and given to
complacencyorhopelessness.

In his weekly column
Rokhthok in partymouthpiece

Saamana, Raut said, “Prime
MinisterModiliedtothenation.
He needs to visit Kedarnath
cavesanddosome'tapascharya'
andself-introspection.Modire-
sortstolieswhichspreadamong
thecitizensof this country”.

Raut said while PM Modi
spoke for 60 minutes in
Parliament, “he sidetracked the
main issues”. “Hedevotedmaxi-
mum time to attacking the
Congress.Inoneofhisstatements,
he said Pandit Nehru thought
Indians to be lazy…This kindof
statementisnothingbutaninsult
tohard-workingIndians,”hesaid.

RautsaidNehru'smessageto
thecountrymenwastoworkfor
the nation's development
through hard work. He said
Nehru had coined the slogan
Aaram Haram Hai during his
speechat theRedFort in1959.

PMModi lied about ‘lazy
Indians’, says Sanjay Raut
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MANOJCG
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THEUTTARPradeshlegofsenior
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi's
BharatJodoNyayYatraislikelyto
be curtailed by a fewdays,with
party insiders saying themarch
is likely to culminate at least a
weekearlier thanplanned.

The yatra was scheduled to
enter Uttar Pradesh this week
and spend 11 days in the politi-
callycrucialstatethathas80Lok
Sabha seats and where the
Congress has failed to make a
mark in the last two Lok Sabha
elections.

In UP, the yatra was to pass
through 28 Lok Sabha con-
stituencies, among themPrime
Minister NarendraModi’s seat
Varanasi, Rae Bareli, Amethi,
Allahabad, Phulpur, and
Lucknow. The original route in-
cludedareas suchasChandauli,
Varanasi, Jaunpur, Allahabad,
Bhadohi, Pratapgarh, Amethi,
Rae Bareli, Lucknow, Hardoi,

Sitapur, Bareilly, Moradabad,
Rampur, Sambal, Amroha,
Aligarh, Badaun, Bulandshahr,
andAgra.

Sources said the yatra could
nowskipmostof thewesternUP
districts and travel directly from
LucknowtoAligarhbeforeenter-
ingMadhyaPradesh.Interestingly,
theCongress’sINDIAblocpartner
RashtriyaLokDal(RLD)thathasa

strongpresenceinwestUPandis
in talkswith the BJP to join the
National Democratic Alliance
(NDA).

Sources in the Congress,
however, said the decision to
curtail theyatra inUPhadnoth-
ingtodowiththepoliticaldevel-
opmentsinvolvingtheRLD.“We
wanted to slow down the yatra
toensurethatRahulGandhigets

timeforinteractionswithgroups
ontheway,” saidaparty leader.

The yatra thatwas to culmi-
nate in Mumbai by March 20
maynowendbetweenMarch10
and 14, at least a week earlier
thanplannedasitwillgivemore
timeforGandhitocampaignfor
theLokSabhaelections.

SourcessaidAICCgeneralsec-
retary Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
whohasso farnot joinedtheya-
tra,whichwillcompleteamonth
on February 14,mightmake an
appearancewhenitentersUP.

SourcesalsosaidthattheIN-
DIA bloc has decided to hold its
firstjointrallylaterthismonthin
Karnataka. The alliance is facing
turmoil after the exit of Nitish
Kumar's JanataDal (United), the
Trinamool Congress and Aam
Aadmi Party’s decisions to con-
test alone inWest Bengal and
Punjab,andisstaringatthepos-
sible exit of RLD. The Congress
will also inviteall its INDIApart-
nerstoarallymarkingtheculmi-
nation of the yatra inMumbai
nextmonth.

DAMININATH
NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY10

ASTUDY that evaluated the im-
pact of the PM Street Vendor’s
AtmaNirbhar Nidhi (PM
SVANidhi),asmallworkingcap-
ital loan scheme for street ven-
dors, has found that the first
trancheof `10,000 led to anad-
ditional annual income of
`23,460foreachbeneficiary,The
IndianExpresshaslearnt.

Thestudy,commissionedby
the UnionMinistry of Housing
and Urban Affairs, was carried
out between January and June

last year by the Centre for
Analytical Financeof the Indian
Schoolof Business (ISB). The re-
portwillbeusedbytheMinistry
for its own assessment of PM
SVANidhi and is not likely to be
madepublic, sources said.

PM SVANidhiwas launched
in2020tohelpstreetvendorsre-
sume their livelihood impacted
bytheCovid-19lockdown,byof-
fering themaffordableworking
capital loans. To begin with, a
beneficiarycanavail`10,000and,
upon its repayment, `20,000.
Afterrepayingthesecondloan,a
beneficiaryisentitledtoapplyfor
a third loanof `50,000.

Data on the PM-SVANidhi
portal, as seen on Saturday,
showed that 60.65 lakh first-
term loans, 16.95 lakh second-
term loans and 2.43 lakh third-
termloanshavebeendisbursed
so farunder thescheme.

The ISB study covered 5,141
vendors across 100 urban local
bodies in 22 states, the report
said. For 95% of those surveyed,
thePM-SVANidhiloanwastheir
first-ever bank loan, while for
72%of themsaid itwas the first
business loan, the report said.

According to the study, 94%
of those beneficiaries who had
availedthefirstloanofRs10,000
said they used it tomake “busi-
ness investments”. Itwas98%in
case of those who had availed
thesecondloan.Thefirstloanre-
sultedinanadditionalincomeof
`1,955permonth, or `23,460 in
total during the loan’s one-year
duration, thereportsaid,adding
this was in line with the esti-
mates of marginal returns of
small businesses inmany parts
of theworld, it said.

The study found 13.9% of all
the loans disbursed had been

classifiedasnon-performingas-
sets (NPAs), meaning no pay-
ments had beenmade for three
months and more. The NPAs
were the highest during Covid-
19 pandemic and declined over
time,with only 9% of loans dis-
bursedin2022turningintoNPA.

Thestudyalsofoundthatthe
debt-to-income(DTI)ratioofthe
beneficiaries(9%)waslowerthan
whatwasexpectedofsmallbusi-
nesses,reflectingthe“highcred-
itworthiness”of thevendors.

Onanaverage,astreetvendor
householdhadamonthlynetsav-
ingof `16,424anddebtservicing
expenses,includingPMSVANidhi
repayment of `1,489. As per the
ISB, loanprovidershavedifferent
preferencesforDTIofasmallbusi-
ness,withmostlenderspreferring
borrowerswithDTIlessthan35%.

Among other things, the
study also found that after the

launch of PM SVANidhi, there
had been no significant im-
provementinthestreetvendors
gettingformalcredit fromother
sources—only9%of thebenefi-
ciaries had loans from other fi-
nancial institutions. It also said
that 48%of thebeneficiaries re-
ported a decline in harassment
by police after they got their
street vendor registration card
and certificate of vending, the
supporting documents needed
toavail thePMSVANidhi loans.

The ISB report also gave sug-
gestions to improve the scheme,
includingusingnon-bank finan-
cial institutions that have lower
fixedloanadministrationcosts,in-
creasingenrollmentbyintroduc-
inggroupliabilityandprocessing
three separate loans in an auto-
matedandlinkedmannerinstead
ofthecurrentsystemofrequiring
paper-workforallseparately.

Congress to reduce duration of Rahul
yatra’s UP leg, skipmost of western part
Partysaysdecisionnot linkedtoreportsofRLDditching INDIAbloc

Congress leaderRahulGandhiresumestheBharat JodoNyay
Yatra fromRaigarhonSundayaftera two-daybreak.ANI

Studysays their
annual income
wentupby
Rs23,460

PM-SVANidhi boosted income of street vendors

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
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MAHARASHTRACONGRESS in-
charge Ramesh Chennithala on
SundayallegedtheBJP'sCAApitch
isa"jumla"(emptypromise)with
aneyeonLokSabhaelections.

TheCongress' reactioncame
adayafterUnionHomeMinister
Amit Shah said the rules for im-
plementing the Citizenship
AmendmentAct(CAA)willbeis-
sued before the coming Lok
Sabha poll, and the process to
grant Indian nationality to the
beneficiarieswillstartsoonafter.

“TheBJPisstokingthediscus-
sion on CAA only because the
general elections are approach-
ing.Thepartywantstoinfluence
voters. It is justanother 'chunavi
jumla'. The CAA was passed a
longtimeago,butitsimplemen-
tationhasbeenbroughtupnow
for political reasons only,”
Chennithala told reporters in
Mumbai. He alleged the BJP
wants to drive the political dis-
courseonreligious lines.

“AdiscussiononCAAisbeing
pushed for this very reason. It is
afactthatsomeBJP-ruledstates
are against the implementation
of theCAA,”theCongressleader
claimed. Referring to the attack

on journalist Nikhil Wagle al-
legedly by BJP activists in Pune,
Chennithala alleged the chief
minister and the state home
minister have not taken any ac-
tionagainst theattackers.

He alleged the incumbent
government comprising Shiv
SenaledbyCMEknathShinde,the
BJP,andtheNCPledbyAjitPawar,
isnotelectedbythepeoplebutis
propped by the Enforcement
DirectorateandtheCBI.

“Peoplewilldefeatthesepar-
ties in the upcoming elections
andvote forCongress,”Chennit-
hala said.He said apart fromthe
attackonWagle,thestatehaswit-
nessedincidentsoffiringswhich
have left people worried.
“However, the chief minister
(Shinde) or home minister
(DevendraFadnavis)arenotmak-
inganycommentsoverthesein-
cidentsandnottakinganyaction
againsttheattackers,”healleged.

Responding to a query,
Chennithala denied that there
are any disputes in the opposi-
tionINDIAblocoverthesharing
of seats. “There is no dispute...
The final decisionwill be taken
soon. Congress has organised a
two-dayworkshopofpartywork-
ers aheadof the Lok Sabhapolls
onFebruary16-17atLonavala(in
Punedistrict),”headded.

Congress: BJP’s CAA
pitch is ‘chunavi jumla’
for Lok Sabha elections

MAHARASHTRAUNIT

MaharashtraCongressinchargeRameshChennithalaand
otherleadersataneventinMumbai,Sunday.SankhadeepBanerjee

NewDelhi:Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal will visit
AyodhyaonMondayalongwith
his family members and his
Punjab counterpart Bhagwant
Mann to pay obeisance at the
RamTemple.

“Chief Minister Arvind
Kerjiwal and CM Bhagwant
Mann and their familieswill go
to Ayodhya to embark the visit
Ram Lalla and do the darshan,”
party sources said.

DelhiChiefMinisterArvind
Kejriwalhasearlier said thathe
will go to the Ram Temple in
Ayodhya with his family after
the consecration ceremonyon
January 22 and that he has not
gota formal invitationyet.ENS

Kejriwal, Punjab
CMand families
to visit Ayodhya
temple today

DELHICONFIDENTIAL

LONE EXCEPTION
IN ITS first list of candidates for the February 27Rajya Sabha
electionreleasedonSunday,theBJPhasrenominatedonlyone
from the outgoingmembers— Sudhanshu Trivedi. Though
PrimeMinisterNarendraModiwantedmostoftheseniormem-
bersfromtheUpperHousetocontesttheLokSabhaelections,
thepartyseemedtohavemadeanexceptionforTrivedi.Sources
saidonereasoncouldbeTrivediwasnominatedtotheseatthat
fell vacant after former UnionMinister Arun Jaitley died in
August2019.Thus,TrivedigotjustfouryearsintheRajyaSabha.
Theotherreason,partyleaderssaid,couldbethatTrivediisone
of thenationalspokespersonsandtheBJPwantshimtobethe
face and voice during the campaigns ahead of the Lok Sabha
electionsinsteadofgettinghimself intocampaigns.

JAT CONSOLIDATION
THE BJP on Sunday named formerMathuraMP Chaudhary
TejveerSinghfortheRajyaSabhaelectionfromUttarPradesh.
Singh is a prominent Jat leader fromwestern UPwhere the
BJPis intalkswithRashtriyaLokDal foranalliancetoconsol-
idate Jat voters. Eyeing votes from the community, the
NarendraModi government last week had announced the
Bharat Ratna for former PrimeMinister Chaudhary Charan
Singh.BJP’sUPstatepresidentChaudharyBhupendraSinghis
alsoa Jat fromwesternUP.

MONKEY SCARE
THERE'SAnewproblemkeepingtheRailwaysonitstoes,quite
literally, apart fromdelayed train schedules. TheMinistry of
Railwayshaswrittentoitsseniorofficials,askingthemnotto
feedmonkeys on the Rail Bhavan premises. It stated that it
hasbeenobservedthatatroopofmonkeysarecausingdisrup-
tionsonthepremises.Theministrywrotetotheofficialsstat-
ingtherehavebeeninstancesofmonkeysenteringthebuild-
ingposingrisks tobothemployeesandvisitors. It statedthat
therehavebeenreportsofemployeesbeingchased,harmed,
andcarsbeingdamagedbymonkeys.

ENS&PTI
NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY11

THE BJP on Sunday named 14
candidates for the upcoming
RajyaSabhapolls, includingfor-
merUnionministerRPNSingh
and party spokesperson
Sudhanshu Trivedi from Uttar
Pradesh. Inthe list,Trivedi is the
only outgoingMP renominated
by theparty.

Union minister Rajeev
Chandrasekhar,who represents
KarnatakainRajyaSabha,andBJP
chief spokesperson andmedia
head Anil Baluni, the outgoing
MPfromUttarakhand,havebeen
replacedwith fresh faces amid
indicationsthattheymaycontest
theupcomingLokSabhapolls.

Somenewnames, including
Narayansa K Bhandage from
KarnatakaandDevendraPratap
SinghfromChhattisgarh,arelit-
tle known but have been re-
warded for their years of hard
work for the party, something
the current BJP leadership has
oftenrecognised.

Singh is from the erstwhile
Gond royal family and replaces
SarojPandey.

Senior leader Sushil Kumar
Modi'snamedidnotfigureasthe
party pickedDharmshila Gupta
andBhimSinghfromBiharhav-
ingsixvacancies.Boththeruling
NDAandtheoppositionarelikely
towinthreeseatseach,goingby
their current strengths. The
JD(U),aBJPally, is likelytoname
itscandidate foroneseat.

Noneof theUnionministers,
whose terms are coming to an
end,werenamedinthelistamid
astrongpossibilitythatmanyof
themwillcontest theLokSabha
polls. However, the party is yet
to namemany candidates in-
cluding from Gujarat, Madhya
PradeshandMaharashtra.

Union ministers Mansukh
Mandaviya and Parshottam
RupalafromGujarat,Unionmin-
istersDharmendraPradhanand

LMurugan, both of whom rep-
resent Madhya Pradesh, and
Union minister Narayan Rane
fromMaharashtra are among
thoseretiringfromtheHouseas
members.

R P N Singh, who comes
from the politically important
Kurmi caste, was in the
Congressbefore joiningtheBJP.
He was a minister in the
Congress-ledUPAgovernment.

Former Haryana BJP presi-
dent Subhash Barala, a Jat, will
betheparty'scandidatefromthe
state and Samik Bhattacharya
fromWestBengal.

Besidesrelyingonnewfaces,
manyofwhomhavebeenwork-
ing in thepartyorganisation for
long, the BJP hasmaintained a
balanceofcasteequationinpick-
ing its candidates.

Elections for 56 Rajya Sabha
seats spreadacross 15 states are
scheduledtobeheldonFebruary
27, and the last date for filing
nominations isFebruary15.

Thenameof BJPpresident J P
Nadda, whose term from
HimachalPradeshiscomingtoan
end, is not on the list.With the
Congressinpowerinthestate,the
BJP is not in a position to get its
member elected, and Nadda,
sources said,maybebrought to
RajyaSabhafromsomeotherstate
ormaycontesttheLokSabhapolls.

Except for Sudhanshu
Trivedi, noneof thenine outgo-
ing BJPMPs fromUttar Pradesh
includingAnil Jain,AnilAgrawal
and G V L Narasimha Rao has
beenrenominated.

The BJP's current strength,
which is less than the previous
Assembly,means that it canen-
sure the victory of seven of its
candidates for10vacancies.

SANTANUCHOWDHURY
KOLKATA,FEBRUARY11

THE TRINAMOOL Congress
(TMC)onSundayannouncedthe
names of four candidates from
WestBengal fortheFebruary27
Rajya Sabha elections. Besides
naming party leaders Sushmita
Dev, Md Nadimul Haque and
MamataBalaThakurasitsnom-
inees, TMC sprang a surprise
withthecandidatureof journal-
ist-authorSagarikaGhose.

“Wearepleasedtoannounce
the candidature of @sagarik-
aghose, @SushmitaDevAITC,
@MdNadimulHaque6 and
Mamata Bala Thakur for the
forthcoming Rajya Sabha elec-
tions. We extend our heartfelt
wishes to them and may they
work towards upholding
Trinamool's enduring legacyof
indomitable spirit and advo-
cacy for the rights of every
Indian,” the TMC said in a post
onX.

Goingbythestrengthof the

BengalHouse, fourTMCcandi-
datesandone fromtheBJPwill
be elected to the Rajya Sabha.

If elected, this will be
Haque’s third term in Rajya
Sabha since 2012. Awriter and
journalist, he is the owner of
the Kolkata-based Urdu daily
Akhbar-e-Mashriq. Former All
India Mahila Congress chief
Sushmita Dev, who joined the
TMC in 2021 and was nomi-
nated to the Rajya Sabha, rep-
resented Silchar in the Assam
Assembly from 2011 to 2014
before being elected to the Lok
Sabha fromSilchar.

Thakur belongs to the
Matua community that has a
strongpresence in thedistricts
of North 24 Parganas and
Nadia.Ghose, a first-timenom-
inee,hasworkedforprominent
news publications and TV
channels. In 2012, TMC chief
MamataBanerjeehadstormed
out of a TV show hosted by
Ghose after taking offence at a
questionaskedbyacollegestu-
dent in the audience.

RSChairmanJagdeepDhankharandDyChairman
HarivanshNarayanSinghwithSudhanshuTrivediat
a farewelleventonThursdayforRSMPs.PTI

RPNSingh,
whowasa
minister in
UPAgovt, is
amongthe
candidates

RAJYASABHACANDIDATES

BJP banks on new
faces, names 14 for
February 27 polls

Sushmita Dev, journalist
Sagarika Ghose among
four picked by TMC

ANANDMOHANJ
BHOPAL, FEBRUARY11

SPEAKING AT an event in
Madhya Pradesh’s tribal-domi-
nated Jhabua district, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi said
SundaythattheCongress“never
cared for” tribal communities.
He also expressed confidence
that the BJP would win more
than 370 in the coming Lok
Sabha elections and that the
Congresswouldbewipedout.

At the event, the Prime
Minister inaugurated and laid
thefoundationstonesfordevel-
opment projects in Madhya
Pradeshworth`7,550crore.

“Iwant to tell you thatModi
has not come for the Lok Sabha
election campaign. Modi has
come as a servant to thank the
peopleofMP,whoarelikeGod,”
Modi said.

Targeting the Congress, he
said that under the party’s rule,
the state was counted among
the BIMARU— an acronym for
Bihar, Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh, a
groupingof statesthathavehis-
toricallylaggedineconomicand

social indicators—states.Under
theBJP,however,thestateisnow
“running fast on thepath of de-
velopment”,hesaid.

“The biggest reason behind
Madhya Pradesh having been a
BIMARU state was the
Congress's hatred towards vil-
lages,thepoor,andtribalareas…
Thesepeoplenevercaredabout
the development or respect for

tribal society. For them, tribal
peoplemeant only a few votes.
They remembered the village,
thepoorandthebackwardonly
when the election was an-
nounced… For us, the tribal
community is not a vote bank.
For us, the tribal community is
theprideofourcountryandthe
guaranteeofourcountry’sbright
future.Yourrespectandyourde-

velopment is alsoModi’s guar-
antee,” thePMsaid.

HealsobroughtupPresident
DroupadiMurmu’selection.

“These people (Congress)
cometoyoutoaskforvotesfrom
thetribalcommunity,butwhen
awoman from the tribal com-
munity contested for the first
timeforthepostofPresident,the
Congressstoodlikeawalltostop
her and defeat her. The country
remembers the Congress mis-
deeds. When elections come,
theymakebig announcements,
but when Modi builds pucca
houses for every poor, Dalit,
backwardandtribalperson,they
abuseModi,”hesaid.

About the Assembly elec-
tions in the state last year, in
which the BJP retained power,
Modi said the results showed
thatthepeoplehave“alreadyin-
dicatedwhatyourmoodwillbe
for theLokSabha”.

“A few days ago, when the
Oppositionsaidthattheywillwin
400 seats, I said that I am also
hearingthattheNDAwillwin400
seats, but I amalso hearing that
theBJPalonewillwin370seats,”
Modisaid.HesaidthemoodinMP
wasalsoseeninallpartsof India.

Cong opposed tribalwoman
as President: PM in Jhabua

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
BENGALURU,FEBRUARY11

CHAIRING A crucial meeting
with Karnataka BJP leaders for
the Lok Sabha elections, Union
HomeMinister Amit Shah set a
targettoincreasevotesby10per
cent ineverypollbooth.

Shah arrived in Mysuru
Sundaymorning. He held two
meetingswith BJP leaders dur-
ing thedayandalso tookpart in
theSutturuJatraMahotsavapro-
grammenearMysuru.

BJP state president B Y
Vijayendra toldmedia persons

thatstrategieswerediscussedto
convertPrimeMinisterNarendra
Modi’spopularityintovotesand
increaseitby10percentinevery
booth.“Ourleadershaveassured
ShahthatBJPandJD(S)will fight
all 28 Lok Sabha constituencies
unitedly,”Vijayendrasaid.

Vijayendra, however, said
therewasnodiscussionregard-
ing candidates, and the seat-
sharingtermswith JD(S)willbe
decided by the leadership of
bothpartiesat “Delhi level.”

BJP’s vote share in the 2014
LS elections in Karnataka was
43.4 per centwhile itwas 51.38
percent in the2019polls.

BJP’s formernationalgeneral
secretaryCTRavisaidtheparty's
corecommitteemeetinghadalso
decidedtoeffectivelycounterCM
Siddaramaiah-ledCongressgov-
ernment’sallegationsofCentre's
“injustice”tothestate.

AskedwhyJD(S)wasnotpart
of themeeting,JD(S)youthwing
presidentNikhilKumaraswamy
said JD(S) leader H D
Kumaraswamy could notmeet
Shahduetohealthreasonsandit
wascommunicated toShah.

Meanwhile, countering
Shah's alleged claims that the
state government's treasury is
emptybecauseof theguarantee

schemes, Siddaramaiah said, “If
this isAmitShah’s firmopinion,
heshouldparticipate inapublic
debatewithme. Icanprovethat
our treasury is not empty be-
causeof theguaranteeschemes,
and instead, there is an unfair
distribution of taxes from the
Centre to thestate.”

Siddaramaiah told media
personsinBengaluru,“Shahhas
come to the state empty-
handed”, criticising thedelay in
announcing relief for drought-
hitKarnataka.

Congressworkersalsostaged
a protest in Mysuru during
Shah’svisit. (WITHPTI INPUTS)

PrimeMinisterNarendraModiwithTribalAffairsMinister
ArjunMundaandMadhyaPradeshChiefMinisterMohan
Yadav(right) in JhabuaonSunday.PTI

Shah eyes 10% vote jump per booth in Karnataka,
Siddaramaiah says ready to debate on schemes
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AMRITANAYAKDUTTA
NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY11

PREPARATIONS FOR defence
trainingandprofessionaldevel-
opmentcourses,securityofnon-
sensitivemilitary locations, re-
pair and recovery of stores and
equipment, and other facility
management services are
among the various essential re-
sponsibilities being outsourced
by theArmyatpresent, officials
toldThe IndianExpress.

While these tasksareessen-
tial in theroutine functioningof
the Army, they are being out-
sourced as part of amanpower
optimisation plan in the Army,
whichaimstosharpentheoper-
ationaledgeof the force.

Someof thesepractices,wh-
ich are being implemented by
various commands, have been
identified as best practices. The
Army has asked other com-
mands to replicate them in a
similarmanner.

According to sources, a few
veterans are being taken on-
boardoncontractas instructors
for the conduct of preparatory
courses for career exams, and
thispracticemaybeextendedto
Armytrainingestablishmentsas
well.

Languageexpertsarealsobe-
ing outsourced to train Army
personnelinvariousforeignlan-
guages. The Indian Express had
reported earlier that the
Territorial Army (TA) has re-
cruited Chinese language inter-

preters for border personnel
meetingsandcybersecurityex-
perts tosupport theArmy.

Facility management serv-
ices,whicharebeingoutsourced,
include food and catering serv-
ices at military hospitals and
hospital waste management
services.Certainmedicalconsul-
tancyservicessuchaspsycholo-
gistsandotherspecialistsaswell
as paramedical staff such as
physiotherapists, speech thera-
pists among others are being
hiredwhereneeded.

Other conservancy services
inmilitary stations, manpower
and vehicles for cargo handling
and transportation and reloca-
tion of stores and office assis-
tance are being outsourced
wherever required.

No core function, however,
will be outsourced and any de-
cisiononoutsourcingofanynew
serviceswill have to be first ap-
proved by the Vice Chief of the
Army.

The Indian Express had ear-
lier reported that theexercise is
aimed at sharpening the tooth-
to-tail ratio of the force, sched-
uled for implementation in the
nextfiveyearsinphases,willsee
the chopping of the “tail” ele-
ment of every arm of the force,
not only the supporting arms
andservices.

The decision on rightsizing
theArmy is basedon the inputs
receivedfromallarmsandserv-
ices and taking intoaccount the
existing shortage of manpower
in the12.8-lakhArmy.

Tooptimise its
manpower,Army
outsources ‘key
responsibilities’

AVANEESHMISHRA
HALDWANI, FEBRUARY11

AMONG THE five dead in the
Haldwani violence, which fol-
lowed a demolition drive at a
mosque andmadrasa, is a 24-
year-old from Bihar who had
come to the district in search of
employment.

The body of Prakash Kumar
Singhwasfoundmorethan2km
from the epicentre of the vio-
lence, with gunshotwounds to
thehead.

“The body was recovered
around2-3kmfromthespot…It
could be a case of personal en-
mity. Wewill investigate who
killed him and why,” said
Nainital SSP Prahlad Narayan
Meena,addingtheyaretryingto
ascertain what weapon was
used in themurder.

Speaking to The Indian
Express,Prakash’sbrother-in-law
Ankit Kumar Singh said they
learned of Prakash’s death only
on Saturday, two days after the
violence. Ankit, who lives in
Noida, hurriedly travelled to
Haldwanionreceivingthenews.

“HewenttoHaldwani insea-
rchofwork.Hemighthaveconsu-
ltedsomeonebeforegoing.Wedo
not have any family members
there.HeleftBiharonFebruary7
andreachednextday.Thiswashis
first time there. Hemust have
been clueless about everything.
Wethinkviolencestartedsoonaf-
terhegotoffthetrainandreached
Banbhoolpura,”saidAnkit.

Prakash had just completed
his Bachelor of Arts and was

looking for a private sector job.
Heissurvivedbyhisparentsand
ayoungerbrother.

“Hisfatherisnotinasituation
to travel, so I came to collect his
body. InHaldwani, theadminis-
tration arranged an ambulance
forme to take the body back to
our hometown in Bihar.We left
onSundayaround3pmandwill
reachthereonMonday,”hesaid.

SSPMeenasaidtheywilllook
into all deaths that took place
during the violence. According
to information provided by the
district administration, the de-
ceased have been identified as
Singh, and Haldwani residents
FaheemQureshi(30),Zahid(45),
his sonMohammad Anas (16),
andMohammadShaban (22).

ThefamilyofFaheemQureshi
hasmeanwhile alleged hewas
shot dead by neighbourswhen
theviolencewasunfolding,after
he objected to his vehicle being
set on fire. SSPMeena said they
willlookintotheallegations.The
family of Zahid and Anas had
toldTheIndianExpresstheyboth
sustained bullet injuries when
they ventured out to look for
eachotherduring theviolence.

AYODHYA DARSHAN
Adelegationof430 legislators ledbyUttarPradeshCMYogiAdityanathduringavisit to the
Ramtemple inAyodhyaonSunday.SamajwadiParty leadersskippedtheevent. PTI

MANISHSAHU
LUCKNOW,FEBRUARY11

THEALLAHABADHighCourthas
orderedaCBI inquiry intotheal-
legedabductionof a25-year-old
marriedDalit woman fromher
parents’ residence in Uttar Pra-
desh’sFatehpurdistrict in2021.

Threepersonsfromanupper
castewerearrestedinthisconne-
ction.TheHCordercameinresp-
onse to ahabeas corpuspetition
filed byKalawati,mother of the
victimRituDevi.Thecourtexpr-
esseddissatisfactionwiththest-
ateauthorities,notingtheyfailed
to locate thevictimdespitemul-
tipleextensionssoughtbythem.

Thecourtsaid,“TheCBIisdi-
rected to investigate thematter
and submit a report by thenext
dateof listing. Let thematter be
listed before the appropriate
courton21.08.2024.”

Rituwas livingwithherhus-
band Sumit Kumar after their
marriagein2019.Shevisitedher
parents’ home inDalabarakhera
village a fewdays before her al-
legedabduction.Accordingtoher
brother Vikas, a neighbour na-

medHappySingh tookhis sister
along on February 23, 2021. “A
fewdays,later,wespottedHappy
Singh andwhenwe asked him
about Ritu’s whereabouts, he
abusedand threatenedus. Later,
wecametoknowHappy’scousin
RahiSinghandtheiruncleSanjay
Singhwereinvolved.Theaccused
are fromtheThakurcommunity
andareinfluential,”saidVikas.

EffortstolodgeanFIRagainst
thesuspectswerealsometwith
obstacles, the familyalleged.

Kalawati sought help from
the Fatehpur SP and the state
SC/ST Commission, but no FIR
was filed.Afteracomplaintwas
lodged on state government’s
portal,amissingreportwasfiled
onMarch15,2021.Kalawatithen
filedahabeascorpusplea inthe
HC in2021.

Her lawyer, Shivakant Singh
said “while the police arrested
Sanjay Singh, Happy Singh, and
RahiSingh,thevictimremained
untraceable. Sanjay Singh ob-
tainedbail andwasreleased.”

A petition was also filed in
thecourtthepolicehaddeliber-
atelyomittedthenameofSanjay
Singhasanaccused in theFIR.

HCorders CBI probe
into ‘abduction’ of UP
Dalit woman in 2021DEEKSHATERI

NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY11

CONDUCTEDONLINEsinceitsin-
troduction two years ago, the
Common University Entrance
Test-Undergraduate (CUETUG)
willnowbeheldinahybridmode
to allowcandidates, particularly
thosefromruralareas,totakethe
exam closer home, The Indian
Expresshaslearnt.

Registrationfor theexamina-
tion, conducted by theNational
TestingAgency(NTA)onbehalfof
theUGC,will likelybeginaround
February19,it is learnt.

Accordingtoseniorofficialsin
NTAandUGC,thethirdeditionof
the exam, scheduled to be held
betweenMay15and31,will see
somemajor changes— fromthe
format tonumberof subjects al-
lowedtothedifficultylevel.

UGC chairmanM Jagadesh
Kumarsaidthatforsubjectswith
higherregistration,thetestwillbe
conductedusingOMRsheets in-
steadoftheComputerBasedTest
(CBT)format.

“Forthesubjectswherethere
willbeahigherpercentageofreg-
istrations,wewill bring inOMR
(inmultiple choicequestion for-
mat).Inthisway,wewillbeableto

conduct the examfor those spe-
cific subjects on one day and in
one shift for all candidates in the
country.Wewill be able to use
severalschools,collegesandedu-
cational institutes as examhalls,
just likewe do for other exams
suchasNEET. “Thiswill bebene-
fitstudents,specificallythosewho
are inruralareas, as theywillnot
have to travel to far-off places for
theexam,”hesaid.

Lastyear,around28lakhcan-
didatessatforCUETUG,withthe
highest number of applications
receivedfromUttarPradesh.

Theexamwillbeconductedin

three shifts oneachexamday: 9
am to 11 am, 12.30 pm to 2pm,
and4pmto5.30pm.According
toKumar, thehybrid formatwill
reduce the number of “exam
days” aswell.Whenasked if this
willbringdownthepossibilityof
the usage of the normalisation
process for result calculation,
Kumarsaidadecisiononthiswill
betakenasthesituationarises.

Number of subjects a candi-
date can choosewill be cut from
10tosix.AccordingtoKumar,data
by NTA showed notmany stu-
dentswerepickingallthe10sub-
jectoptions.Thelargelargenum-
ber of optionswas also posing
technical difficulties in allotting
examcentresforsomestudents.

“Since few students were
picking the large number of
choices,allotmentofcentresbe-
came very complex. Since our
data shows thatmost students
wereonlytaking4or5papers,in
thisCUETUG,wewillpermitstu-
dents to take only 6 test papers,
whichwould include three do-
main subjects, two languages
andthegeneraltest,”Kumarsaid.

TheNTAisalsoworkingonen-
suring the difficulty level of the
CUETUG2024 iskeptasmoder-
ate to avoid stress among stu-
dents,Kumarsaid.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
JAIPUR,FEBRUARY11

EIGHTFIRshavebeenregistered
against the chairperson of the
SirohiMunicipalCouncilandthe
formeractingMunicipalComm-
issioner, whowere last year ac-
cused of raping 15-20women,
following directions by the
RajasthanHighCourt,policesaid.

Sirohi Deputy SP Paras
Choudhary told The Indian
Express that thecaseagainst the
two had been sent last year to
thewomen’s police station for
investigation, and that theyhad
foundtheallegationstobefalse.
However, some complainants
laterapproachedtheHighCourt
seeking theregistrationof FIRs.

“Andincompliancewiththe
court’s order, we have lodged
eight FIRs in the same case
against theMunicipal Council
Chairperson and the former
Municipal Commissioner,” said

Choudhary, who is also the in-
vestigating officer for the case.
“Theprobe ison,”headded.

Chairperson of Sirohi
Municipal Council Mahendra
Mewara and former Sirohi
Municipal Council acting com-
missionerMahendraChoudhary
saidtheallegationsagainstthem
were false, and that during the
police’s probe last year, investi-
gatorswereunabletolocateany
of the women or find any evi-
dence.Mewara said amanwho
had been involved in a case re-
lated to thegrabbingofmunici-
pal landwas behind these alle-
gations, and that the sameman
hadgot four-fiveFIRs registered
againstMewara in thepast.

Intherapecomplaintlodged
last year, a woman had alleged
thatsheand15-20otherwomen
had gone from Pali to Sirohi for
recruitmentforanganwadijobs.
She alleged that she met
Mahendra Mewara and
MahendraChoudharythere,and

theymade the women stay at
theplaceofoneoftheiracquain-
tances. It was alleged that the
food served to women was
spikedwithdrugs,andoncethe
womenpassedout,Mewaraand
“10-15 others” raped them and
recordedvideos.

The complaint also claimed
that the accused had black-
mailedthewomenwithvideos,
and demanded Rs 5 lakh from
eachof them.

The Final Report filed by the
SirohipoliceinFebruary2023in
the casehad concluded that the
casewas false.

It had said that none of the
womencameforwardwhenthe
incidenthappened“2-3months”
ago, that theyhavenotspecified
anylocationoftheallegedrapes,
that the complainants have not
given any contact number of
theirs or the accused, that the
complaintsweresentbypostand
not handwritten, and that the
samecomplaintwascopiedmul-

tiple times.
The police had also said that

they could not find a single
woman at the given addresses.
Moreover, Choudhary,whowas
workingasanexecutiveengineer
withthechargeofactingmunic-
ipalcommissioner,hadretiredin
August2022,nearlyfourmonths
before the allegationswere lev-
elled against him. Choudhary
also said that anganwadis come
under the Women and Child
Development Department, and
not theMunicipalCouncil.

Mewara said one Rajendra
Gandhi, who he claimed is ac-
cused of grabbing valuable
MunicipalCouncilland,hadbeen
trying to put pressure on him
with the help of one Ramniwas
Daga,andthattheyhadhatched
aconspiracytomalignhisimage.

“GandhigetsDagatomailfake
complaints againstme via post.
Previously,too,hehaslodged4-5
cases againstmewhichwere all
foundtobefalse,”Mewarasaid.

PrakashKumarSingh

After HC intervenes, 8 FIRs filed
in rape case against Sirohi officials

KAMALDEEPSINGHBRAR
AMRITSAR,FEBRUARY11

PUNJAB CHIEFMinister Bhag-
want Mann urged the central
government not to build a bor-
der between Punjab and India,
while his Delhi counterpart
ArvindKejriwalallegedthat the
BJPisonlyscaredof theAAPand
wants to defame and crush it.
The AAP supremo also accused
the Centre of withholding Rs
8,000crore fundsof Punjab.

Mannmadethisappealdur-
ingarallyafter inauguratingthe
GuruAmarDasJipowerplantat
GoindwalSahib(TarnTarandis-
trict) on Sunday. Kejriwal also
participated in the rally at
Sharonvillage.

ReactingtotheHaryanagov-
ernment’s effort to erect heavy
fencing along NHs and other
roads at the Punjab border,
Mann said, “What is happening

in Haryana? They are installing
fencing on the Punjab border. I
request thecentral government
to engage in talkswith farmers.
Please avoid creating an India-
Punjabborder.Areyouestablish-
ingaborder?.”

Haryana government sour-
cessaid the fencingaimstopre-
ventPunjabfarmersfromenter-
ing Haryana to reach Delhi on

February 13, as farmer unions
havecalledforaprotestinDelhi.

Mann added, “When it
comestowheatandrice,where
wouldyougo?Thebordersopen
during those times. We have
been providing youwith food,
filling your stomachs.We have
made significant contributions
tothefreedomstruggle.Oursol-
diersarestandingontheborder.

Yet, no respect (salute) is given
to somemartyrs because they
are Agniveers.” Mann also said
his party will win around 45
seats in thecountry.

UrgingpeopletovoteforAAP,
hesaid,“Makeit13-0inPunjab. I
will not let them (Centre) stop a
penny.Wehave 10members in
Rajya Sabha, ‘13 from Punjab’,
‘seven from Delhi’, ‘one from
Chandigarh’. Thenwehave seats
coming fromGoa andGujarat.
Ourtallywouldtouch40-45.”

Addressing the gathering,
KejriwalsaidtheAAPwillwinall
seven seats in Delhi. “Will you
give all 13 seats inPunjab to the
AAP? Raise your hands. If you
give us all 13 seats then they
(Centre) won’t be able to block
funds,” he said, adding “they
wanttheAAPtobecrushedand
finished... arrest them (their
leaders), defametheAAP.”

FULLREPORT
www.indianexpress.com

Mumbai:VicePresidentJagdeep
Dhankhar Sunday said “value
addition” to farm producewill
bringqualitativeimprovements
in the livesof farmers.

AddressinganeventinGondia
districtofMaharashtra,Dhankhar
askedCMEknathShindetomake
avalueadditiontoriceforitsmar-
keting. “Iwant to tell CMShinde
todovalue addition to rice as its
mainmarketing point. For the
growthoffarmers,valueaddition
to their produce is important.
Suchchangeswouldbringquali-
tativeimprovementsinthelifeof
cultivators,”hesaid.

Herecalledgoldreserveshad
once been deposited in Swit-
zerland-based banks to sustain
oureconomiccredibility,butIndia
hasprogressed.“Indiaiscurrently
the fifth largest economy in the
world. Innexttwotothreeyears,
wewillmoveaheadofGermany
andJapan,”hesaid. PTI

Don’t erect border between Punjab and
India, talk to farmers: CMMann to Govt

PunjabCMBhagwantMann(left)andDelhiCMArvind
Kejriwal inLudhianaonSaturday.PTI

Bihar youth who
went to look for
work among
Haldwani dead

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY11

THEMINISTRY of HomeAffairs
Sunday announced that for the
first time, the constable recruit-
mentexaminationintheCentral
ArmedPoliceForces(CAPFs)will
beconductedin13regional lan-
guages in addition toHindi and
Englishtoincreasetheparticipa-
tionof local youth in the force.

Around 48 lakh candidates
across 128 citieswill appear for
the exam from February 20 to
March 7. “Under the leadership
of PMNarendraModiandguid-
ance of Union HomeMinister
Amit Shah, the MHA had de-

cided to conduct the Constable
(GeneralDuty) examination for
recruitment in CAPFs in 13 re-
gional languages in addition to
Hindi and English from January
1thisyear.Thishistoricdecision
has been taken on the initiative
ofShahtoincreasetheparticipa-
tion of local youth inCAPFs and
topromoteregionallanguages,”
anofficial statement said.

Last year, political leaders in
thesouthernstateshadobjected
to onlyHindi and English being
the language options for the re-
cruitment test.

“QuestionpapersofConstable
(GeneralDuty) examinationwill
nowbe prepared in Assamese,
Bengali, Gujarati,Marathi,Mal-

ayalam,Kannada, Tamil, Telugu,
Odia,Urdu,Punjabi,Manipuri,and
Konkani.ConstableGDexamina-
tion isoneof the flagshipexami-
nations conducted by the Staff
Selection Commission (SSC).
Therefore, MHA and SSC have
signed anMoU to facilitate con-
ductof theexamination in13re-
gionallanguages,” itstated.

“The decisionwill result in
lakhs of youth takingpart in the
examin theirmother tongue/re-
gionallanguageandimprovetheir
selectionprospects.Asaresult,the
reachof thisexaminationwill in-
crease among the candidates in
the entire country andeveryone
will get anequal opportunity for
employment,” itstated.

In a first, CAPFs constable exam
to be held in 13 regional languages

Value addition
to produce will
improve farmers’
quality of life: V-P

NewDelhi: The Indian Institute
of TechnologyMadraswill soon
conduct a “feasibility study” to
setupacampus inSri Lanka, in-
stitute’s Director V Kamakoti
saidSunday.

“TalkswiththeSriLankanau-
thoritiesareinpreliminarystages
for IITMadrastosetupacampus
inthatcountry.Adelegationfrom
SriLankavisitedourcampusand
soon a delegationwill visit Sri
Lanka for a feasibility study,”
Kamakoti toldTheIndianExpress.
IIT-M started its first offshore
campus in Tanzania’s Zanzibar
with Preeti Aghalyamas the di-
rector inNovember2023. ENS

IIT-M to conduct
study for campus
in Sri Lanka

SUJITBISOYI
BHUBANESWARFEBRUARY11

AIMING TO redefine the entre-
preneurial ecosystem in the re-
gion,IndianInstituteofTechnol-
ogy(IIT)Bhubaneswarhasrolled
out100-CubeStart-Upinitiative
underwhich it intendstocreate
atleast100start-upsworth`100
crore each by 2036, Odisha's
centennial yearof formation.

Theinstitutewillsoonhavean
upgradedResearchandEntrepr-
eneurshipParktoprovideessen-
tial resources,mentorship, seed
capital,andaccesstopotentialin-
vestors to thestart-ups.Thepark
is set to expand from its present
20,000 square feet area to about
80,000 square feet over thenext
twoyearswiththeUnionMinistry
ofEducationgrantof`130crore.

IIT-Bhubaneswaralsosigned
MoUs with 15 companies to
build strategic collaborations to
achievethe100-Cubeobjective.

“It’s the dream of Prime
MinisterNarendraModitomake
India a developed country. To
achievethetarget, thenewgen-
eration should be in the role of
jobcreatorinsteadof jobseeker.
We need to enable them as
wealth creators. The start-up
ecosystem is touching a new
high in India,” said Union
Minister for Education andSkill
Development and Entreprene-
urshipDharmendraPradhanaf-

ter launching the initiative. He
said the number of start-ups,
whichwasonly350in2014,has
nowtouched1.2 lakh.

“To accelerate the start-up
ecosysteminOdishaandtopro-
mote entrepreneurship, IIT-
Bhubaneswar has taken an am-
bitious project of establishing a
Research and Entrepreneurship
Park, whichwould unite all the
incubationcentresinandaround
Bhubaneswar,” saidPradhan.

Inhisspeechattheinaugural
eventoftheinitiative,Pradhandr-
ew parallels between the pr-
oposedparkandthehistoricKo-
narktemple.Heemphasisedthat
Odisha’s rich history of inno-
vationisevidentinthestate’sar-
chitecturalmarvelsandtemples.

Hailing the dynamism of
youthandtheirpotentialtodrive
change, aligningwithModi's vi-
sion of Viksit Bharat, theUnion
Minister said the target of creat-
ing 100 start-ups worth `100
croreeachcanbeachieved.

100 start-ups of `100 crore each by
2036: IIT-BBS rolls out ambitious plan

UnionEducationMinister
DharmendraPradhanin
Bhubaneswar,Sunday.PTI

LASTYEAR, in several
partsof thecountrysuch
as J&Kand Jharkhand,
where thenumberof
centreswere limited,
candidatescomplained
abouthaving to travel to
far-off places to sit for the
exam.Many in the
Northeasternstates, too,
demandedexamination
centrescloserhome.

Demand
from
studentsE●EX

PL
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CUETUG in hybridmode this
year, with fewer subject choices
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THETRUEPROTAGONISTS in the February8
nationalpollsinPakistanweretwoindividuals
—ArmyChiefGeneralAsimMunirandformer
PrimeMinister and founder of the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaaf (PTI) party, Imran Khan.
Munirusedall leversof statepower frombe-
hindthescenesandthroughotherinstitutions
andindividualstotrytogrindKhanintoelec-
toraldust.Withresultsofall264generalseats
contestedintheelectionsannounced,itiscer-
tain,thathehasfailedtodoso.

Khan,imprisonedsinceearlyMaylastyear,
convictedinnumerouscaseswhichprevented
him fromboth contesting elections or cam-
paigning,was compelled tomake his party
candidates stand as independents. Thiswas
because the Pakistan Election Commission
suspended PTI’s symbol. However, despite
thesestepsandalsopressuresonKhan’slead-
ingcolleagues,PTIcandidatescontestingasin-
dependentscamethroughasthesinglelargest
group. They securedmore seats (declared so
far) intheNationalAssembly(93)thaneither
theMunirfavouredparty,thePakistanMuslim
League (N)of the Sharifs (75) or thePakistan
Peoples’ Party (PPP) of theBhutto-Zaradaris
(54). This indicates that Khanhas retained a
largemeasureofhisvoterbaseamidstveryad-
versepoliticalcircumstances.

Asnopartyhassecuredamajority,Pakistan
isnecessarilyheadingtowardsacoalitiongov-
ernment. Tounderstand the complexities in
government formation, it is essential to turn
to thePakistan constitution. It provides for a
NationalAssemblyof342membersofwhich
242(electionswereheldfor235seats)aretobe
electeddirectly.Atthesametime,60seatsare
reserved forwomenwhich are proportion-
atelyfilled,onaprovincialbasis,fromlistspro-
videdbyparties. It ismandatoryforapartyto
securefivepercentofthevotetobeeligiblefor
women’sseats.Tenseatsarereservedformi-
noritiesonanationalbasis.

AsPTIcouldnotcontestasaparty, it isnot
eligible for thewomenandminorities seats.
Withouttheseseats,nopartycangetamajor-

In the present scenario, it is
the PPP which is crucial to
government formation. It has
retained Sindh and gained in
Punjab too. Munir has no
doubt urged PML(N) and
PPP to join hands in another
version of the pre-election
Peoples Democratic
Movement (PDM)
government led by PML (N)
leader and Nawaz Sharif’s
brother Shehbaz Sharif. Talks
are taking place between the
two on government making
but negotiations will be tough
for there is much at stake for
both parties.

ity inthisAssembly.Thewayout forPTI tobe
eligibleforwomenandminorityseatswould
be for itsmembers to join a small party such
as the one-member Majlis Wahdat-e-
Muslimeen (MWM),which is fromKhyber-
Pakhtunkhwa (KP). Thiswill entitle the PTI,
acting under the banner of the MWM, to
womenandminority seats but thatwill not
get it intopowerfor itwill still remaindistant
fromthepresentlyrequiredmajoritynumber
of168.Otherparties,eitherontheirownorun-
derMunir’s pressure,will not throw in their
lotwithKhan.

Inthepresentscenario, it isthePPPwhich
is crucial to government formation. It has re-
tainedSindhandgainedinPunjabtoo.Munir
has nodoubt urged PML(N) and PPP to join
hands in another versionof thepre-election
PeoplesDemocraticMovement (PDM) gov-
ernment led by PML (N) leader andNawaz
Sharif’sbrotherShehbazSharif. Talksaretak-
ing place between the two on government
makingbutnegotiationswillbetoughforthere
ismuchatstakeforbothparties.Itismorethan
probablethat,intheend,Munirandhiscoterie
ofgeneralswillmakethetwopartieshammer
out an understanding for the “good of
Pakistan”. It ispossiblethataPML(N)andPPP
governmentmaynot fulfilNawazSharif’sas-
pirationtobecomePakistan’sPrimeMinister
forthefourthtimebutthePML(N)wouldfight
forhiscauseforcefully.

Howshouldtheseelectionresultsberead?
ImranKhanonce again sweptKP. That is not
surprising forhis Pathanheritagehas always
resonatedwithitspeople.Whatisinteresting
isthatImranretainedhisbaseinPunjab,polit-
icallythecountry’smost importantprovince.
Significantly, the country’s army is largely
Punjabi andonMay9 lastyear, ImranKhan’s
supporters attacked army institutions. That
hadledtoapermanentbreachbetweenMunir
andKhan.Intheninemonthssince,thearmy
has sought to strengthen the narrative that
KhanandPTI areunpatrioticwhile the army
is theultimate guardian of its territorial and

ideologicalintegrity.Clearly,thefirstaspectof
thearmy’spropagandadidnotcutanyicewith
Khan’s supporters but itwould bewrong to
readthissupportforKhanasafatalweakening
of the trust that the Pakistani people, on the
whole,haveforthearmyasaninstitution.This
isespeciallysoregardingthearmy’sroleinde-
fending the country against its “permanent”
threat, India.

Thequestion is if ImranKhan’sextraordi-
nary performance in these elections in the
mostadversecircumstanceswillprevailonthe
superiorjudiciarytore-lookathisconvictions
sothathecancomeoutofprisonandplayan
activepoliticalrole.Therewouldbepressures
onthejudiciaryandotherinstitutionstoowith
thelargepresenceof“Khans”Membersofthe
National Assembly.While the armyand the
coalition thatwill be formedwill try towean
away someof theseMNAs,most, fearing ad-
verse voter reactions,would remain loyal to
Khan. It is unlikely thatKhanwill get judicial
relief intheimmediatefuturebutit isequally
unlikelythatthecourtswillnot,atsomestage,
let himout. If they do so, hewill remain in
Pakistan;he isnot thekindwhowill agree to
gointoforeignexile.

It is well known that Khan had a good
measure of supportwithin the army.Munir
ruthlesslydealtwithpro-Imranelements, in-
cluding aCorpCommander, after theMay9
incidents.Theseelectionresultsmayrevivea
positivesentimentinsectionsof thearmyfor
Imran,whichMunirandtheISIwilldealwith
anironhand.

There is a sectionwithin Pakistanwhich
wishes the army to becomedetached from
politics. Theymaybe enthusedby these re-
sults,hopingthattheymayinitiateachurning
inthearmyaboutitsnationalrole.Thatisun-
likely tohappen. ThePakistani armywill re-
main both professional and political. And,
Munirwill not reducehis antipathy forKhan
forhisneckisontheline.

Thewriterisaformerdiplomat
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WORDLYWISE

It is onlywithunited effort and faith... that
we shall be able to translate thePakistanof
ourdreams intoreality. — MUHAMMAD ALI JINNAHTHEEDITORIALPAGE

The teenage brain is
vulnerable, affecting long-
term personality
development. Young adults
need a lot of downtime
through sleep, social
interaction, reflection,
developing their identities
and articulating their needs.
These aspects are not
addressed in the coaching
culture. In fact, coaching
centres do not even give
enough time to sleep.
Children are not machines —
they need communities that
are nurturing, supportive,
sometimes challenging but
always caring.

CLASSROOM VS COACHING
Onlyschoolscancultivateagencyandimpartawholesomeeducation

IN A significant move, the Ministry of
Education last month announced several
guidelines for coaching centres. This comes
inresponsetoconcernsaboutthewelfareof
students, student suicides and the unregu-
latedgrowthof privatecoaching.

The coaching industry generates a rev-
enueofRs6,000croreannuallyandisgrow-
ing at the rate of 7-10 per cent every year.
There is nowcoaching not only forNEET or
JEE, but even for CUET, as well as tuitions
across subjects taught in schools. A new
malaisehascreptinwherechildrenaremov-
ingoutofschoolsafterClassXinordertojoin
dummyschoolswhichadmitthemwithout
requiringthemtoattendclasses,sotheycan
enrol incoachingcentres tocrackCUET.

Thisisresultinginthosewhohaveopted
for science dismissing the value of school.
Thegovernmentneedstoreconsideritsear-
lierdecisiontogiveweightagetoboardexam
results inapplying forcompetitiveexams. If
not,wewill losethefranchiseofhighschool
educationcompletely.

Unfortunately, policymakers have not
beenabletoprovidesupport tostudents for
thejourneybeyondschool. Thishasallowed
institutionslikeKotatobecomeparallelsys-
tems.Coachingcentres,suchasthoseinKota,
have been established over three decades
and are firmly entrenched in the lives and
mindsof Indians.

The National Education Policy goes be-
yond textbooksand laysemphasisonmen-
talhealth, learningandunderstanding. It fo-
cusesonachild’s innerneeds.Onlyaschool
candevelop theseconcepts.

Children are walking away from class-

room teaching into coaching centres, often
withparental support. A child in senior and
high school needs to be counselled to pre-
vent him or her from succumbing to peer
pressure. This is amandate forbothparents
andschools. If coachingcentresaregoingto
be the foundation of these years, then the
youthof todaywill becomedirectionless.

Wecan'tmeasurementalhealthonlyby
thenumberofsuicides.Therearemanyacute
and chronic conditions which are unseen.
Childrensuffer fromanxietyandareunable
to cope. The teenagebrain is vulnerable, af-
fectinglong-termpersonalitydevelopment.
Youngadultsneedalotofdowntimethrough
sleep,social interaction,reflection,develop-
ing their identities and articulating
theirneeds.

These aspects are not addressed in the
coachingculture.Infact,coachingcentresdo
notevengiveenoughtimetosleep.Children
arenotmachines—theyneedcommunities
that are nurturing, supportive, sometimes
challengingbutalwayscaring.

The role of education, defines and rede-
finesitself,particularlyinourcountry,which
is socially and economically diverse,where
deprived sections are increasingly going to
demandtheirplaceunderthesunbyassert-
ingtheirownidentitiesandaspirations.This
feedsintoahighlycompetitiveenvironment,
whichhasreducedlearningtotuitionshops,
thus affecting the emotional stability and
well-beingof ourchildren.

Learning is a process, where society re-
flects upon the needs and aspirations of its
children. True education is value imparting
andgoalsetting. If thechildfindsthattheid-

iomhe speaks is at variancewith the idiom
of society, he faces a dilemma. Children are
naturalactors.Theyinstinctivelyusepretend
play in order to make sense of the world.
Theyimitatewordsandactions,observeand
respond to the environment, create situa-
tions and assume roles. They interact with
peersandarrangespaceandobjectstobring
theirstoriestolife.Theydirectoneanotherto
respond to each other’s dramas. They ob-
serve and internalise the needs of the soci-
ety around them through which a world
of falseexpectations is created,which leads
tostress.

We need to engage, discuss, clarify, and
care for the aspirations of our young. As a
country, we need a shared vision, where
well-being is the goal of education and co-
agency isaguiding light.

Studentsgotoschooltobecomepurpose-
ful,reflective,andresponsible.Agencyhelps
childrentoactindependentlyandmaketheir
ownchoices.For lifetowork,ouryoungwill
need to innovate, be responsible and sensi-
tive, become creators of products, services
andmodelsforthefuture,alerttotheclaims
that othersmake on them and open to the
deepestemotions.

The obsessionwith coachingwill never
beabletovalidateandstrengthennewideas,
approaches and research, required for hu-
manflourishing.Prioritisingtheseistheneed
of thehour.

Thewriter is chairpersonandexecutive
director, Education, Innovations
andTraining,DLFSchoolsand
ScholarshipProgrammes

AmeetaMullaWattal

THREE RATNAS
HonourtoRao,SwaminathanandCharanSinghiswell-

deservedandpoliticallytimed. Itshouldalsospurintrospection

T HE TIMING—AHEADof Lok Sabha polls— of theNarendraModi govern-
ment’sdecisiontoconfertheBharatRatnaonChaudharyCharanSinghand
PVNarasimha Rao, both former primeministers, may be political.While
the firstwasa leadinganti-Congressvoice fromthe lateSixties to themid-

Eighties, the latter issomeonewhomthecurrentrulingdispensationhassought topor-
trayashavinggottenarawdeal fromthegrandoldparty.But there isnodoubtthatboth
—andthethirdrecipientofthehonour,theagriculturalscientist,MSSwaminathan–-fully
deservethenation’shighestcivilianaward.NarasimhaRaowasthefatherof India’seco-
nomic reforms. Thesuccessof thepolicychangesheunveiled in1991—openingupthe
economytotheworldandprivateinvestment,bothdomesticandforeign—canbemeas-
urednotonlyby thecountry’sGDPgrowingsome13-fold, from$270billion to$3.5 tril-
lion, since then,butalsobysubsequentgovernmentsnot really reversingdirection.

WhileRao’smarket-orientedliberalisationmeasuresunleashedthe“animalspirits”of
entrepreneursinIndia,theothertwomenweremessiahs,noless,forthefarmersofBharat.
CharanSingh’sthreelandmarkpiecesof legislationinUttarPradesh—dismantlingtheza-
mindarisystemofintermediariesbetweenthecultivatorandthestate,enablingconsolida-
tionoffragmentedholdings,andenforcinglandceiling—transformedtheagriculturalecon-
omy of northern India during the 1950s and 1960s. It helped create a new socially and
politically empoweredmiddle peasant class in the region. Their economic fortunes rose
withtheGreenRevolution,whosekeyarchitectwasSwaminathan.Hewasthefirsttorecog-
nisethepotentialof thenewhigh-yieldingwheatandricevarieties—less tallwithstrong
stemsthatrespondedwelltomorefertiliserapplicationanddidn’tbendwhentheirearswere
heavywithwell-filledgrains—andgrowingtheminIndia.Healsostrengthenedthenational
agriculturalresearchsystem(NARS)thathashelpedboostyieldsinothercropsaswell, in-
cludingthroughbreedingofvarietiesresistanttopests,diseasesandabioticstresses.

TheawardingofBharatRatnatothethreeeminentpersonsshouldalsobeamoment
of introspection. Reforms have delivered growth, but not lessened poverty asmuch as
washoped. Raowouldn’t havebeenhappywith rising inequality andcontinuedmisal-
location of resources towards inefficient producer and consumer subsidies. In today’s
times,hemayhavebattedmorefordirect incomesupport.CharanSingh’smiddlepeas-
anthasbecomeaprisonerofpastsuccessandneedsanewformulaforboostingincomes
throughcropdiversification,improvedinputuseefficiencyandcuttingoutintermediaries
inthemarketingofproduce(similar to theoppressivezamindarsof yore).Thebest trib-
ute toSwaminathanwouldbe to restore theNARS to its formerglory. Farmer interest is
better served bymoremoney for research and infrastructure investments, not under-
pricingof fertiliser, electricityandwater.

AFTER THE POLL
QuestioninPakistan:Whatcanarmydowithapliablebut
politicallyillegitimategovernmentvis-a-visnation’scrises?

T HERE ISNOend to thepolitical tragedyof Pakistan,withyet another election
manipulatedby its armyending in adeliberately engineered stalemate.As in
the2018election—whichsawahungnationalassemblyandthearmy’scon-
structionofamajorityinfavourofImranKhan—Pakistan'sarmychief,General

AsimMunirnowdirectstheconstructionofanewrulingcoalition.Buttheelectoralprocess
underGenMunirhasbecomeanevenbiggerfarcethanbefore,thankstobrazenriggingbe-
foreandafterpolling.ThePakistanarmy'snewmodelofa“hybrid”government—inwhich
theGHQinRawalpindihasanexpansiveroleingoverningthepolityandeconomy—failed
todeliverafterthe2018elections.Thistime,thepuppetgovernmentinstalledbyGenMunir
willhaveevenlesscredibility.

Attheheartoftheproblemhasbeenthedeepeningcontradictionbetweenthemassive
popularity of ImranKhanand thearmy’s determination todestroyhis party andpersona.
HavingbuiltupImranKhanasthealternativetothetraditionalleadership,thearmywasup-
setwith Imran's attempt to strike out onhis ownand sought tobringhimdown.Despite
handinghimlongsentences forcorruption, leakingstatesecrets,andadultery,andbarring
hisparty(PakistanTehreek-e-Insaf)fromcontestingtheelections,Imran-backedindepend-
entshavegainedthelargestpluralityofseatsintheNationalAssembly.Withoutthealleged
riggingduringthecountingofvotes, it isentirelyplausiblethatImranKhanwouldhavegot
atwo-thirdsmajority intheAssembly.As itputdownImranKhan, thearmyfacilitatedthe
returnofexiledNawazSharif, a three-termprimeministerwhowasoustedfrompowerin
2017oncorruptioncharges.Yet, ithasalsobeenclearthearmywillnotallowNawazSharif
a freehandtorunthecountry.HisPakistanMuslimLeaguehasemergedasthe largestsin-
gle party, but behind thePTI-backed independents. ThePakistanPeople’s Party (PPP)has
alsowonasignificantnumberofseats.

By engineeringa fracturedmandate— thePTI knockedout, and thePMLcutdown to
size,GenMunirwillhaveabigsayintheformationofthenextgovernment,inwhichnocivil-
ian leadercanthreatenthearmy'sdominanceoverthepolityanditspreferences inpolicy-
making.NawazSharifhasclaimedtherighttoformthenewgovernmentandhasappealed
tootherpartiestojoinhim.ThenextfewdayswillseeintensebargainingbetweenPMLand
PPPunderthesupervisionofthearmytostructurethenewcoalitionandthedistributionof
thefishesandloavesof government.Butbykeeping ImranKhanlockedupandthePTIout
ofpowerinariggedprocess, it isnotclearhowlongthenewgovernmentmight last. Inthe
nearterm,thebigquestioniswhatGenMunircoulddowithapliablebutpoliticallyillegiti-
mategovernmentunderhiminaddressingthechallenges facingthenation.These include
unstableborders,thereturnofviolentreligiousextremism,andatotteringeconomy.Going
bythearmy'shistoricalrecord,thereisnoreasontoholdone’sbreath.

ANDROPOV’S FUNERAL

THE FUNERAL OF Soviet President, Yuri
Andropov,will be held at noon inMoscow’s
Red Square, the organising commission an-
nounced. Andropov, 69,whodied of cardio-
vascular insufficiencyandrespiratoryarrest,
will be buriedwith full state andparty hon-
ours amidst Communist greats behind the
LeninMausoleum.TheSovietshavedeclared
a four-daymourning. Thebodyof Andropov
wasplacedintheHallofColumnsformourn-
erstobidhimfarewell.

INSAT-1B DEDICATION
THEMULTI-PURPOSEINSAT-1Bsatellitetook

the four corners of India in its embrace as
PrimeMinister IndiraGandhidedicated it to
thenationatHassan inKarnataka.Ata func-
tionheldsimultaneouslyat fivecentres,Mrs
Gandhi, herministerial colleagues and emi-
nent scientists explained through
Doordarshanhow the satellite is beingused
for communication,meteorology and radio
and television. She dedicated the satellite to
“peaceandserviceof thepeople’’.

P C SETHI’S LETTER
AKALI DAL PRESIDENT Harchand Singh
Longowal received a letter from P C Sethi,
UnionHomeMinister, invitingtheAkaliDal
toholdtripartitetalksforsolvingthePunjab

problem.Immediatelyaftergettingtheinvi-
tation, Longowal sent word to the SGPC
presidentGurcharanSinghTohraandthefor-
mer Punjab chief minister Parkash Singh
Badal, for discussions on the proposed
tripartite talks.

MAQBOOL BUTT HANGED
MAQBOOLBUTT,50,aPakistaninationaland
founderof theKashmirLiberationFront,was
hanged inTihar jail at7.30am,more than15
yearsafterhewassentencedtodeathformur-
der.Theterroristwasburied insidethe jail in
aspotadjoiningthephansikothi (deathrow)
as the authorities said, therewas no one to
claimthebody.

FEBRUARY 12, 1984, FORTYYEARSAGO

ItcouldinitiatechurningwithinPakistanarmy
aboutitsnationalrole.Butit isnotlikelyto

VivekKatju

Freeze Frame E P Unny

Election without winner
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“As war grinds on... and hopes of a breakthrough fade into memory, it is hardly
surprising that grumbling increases, scrutiny of Kyiv’s decisions grows more
marked, and politicians and oligarchs look to their own interests again. Yet people
are still anxious not to be exploited by Russia’s propaganda mill.”—THEGUARDIANTHE IDEASPAGE
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Facing the future

A LESS SHINY RATNA
THISREFERSTOthearticle, ‘Apolitical
ratna’ (IE, February 10). Even if the
primeministerandpresidenthavethe
sole authority to name Bharat Ratna
awardees, theymustdosoobjectively.
The days when national sentiments
stronglysupportedthechoiceof recip-
ientsof theawardseemlongovernow.
The recent back-to-back conferment
of themedal on a fewpopular figures
of abygoneerarevealsunderlyingpo-
liticalmotives justasgeneralelections
areapproaching.Followingtheconse-
crationof theRamtemple inAyodhya,
the BJP is now firing every cylinder to
accomplish PMModi’s lofty target of
400 Lok Sabha seats for the NDA. The
announcementof theBharatRatnaon
long-deceasedpersonsmayhavebeen
a masterstroke in the eyes of his fol-
lowers,but ithascertainlydiminished
thedignity of the award.

KamalLaddha,Bengaluru

MORAL POLICING
THISREFERSTOtheeditorial, ‘Letthem
live’ (IE, February 10). Religious com-
munitiesare freetopractise their faith
in their ownways in India.How, then,
can they be brought under the
UniformCivil Code?TheUttarakhand
Assembly has passed the UCC Bill,
which may serve as a template for
other BJP-run states to enact similar
legislationaheadof theLokSabhaelec-
tionsthisyear.AUCCisexpectedtoap-
ply to all people and communities in
the country. But exemption of tribal
communities fromits scopehasgiven
rise to thecharge that theUCCmaybe
specifically targeted against the mi-
norities. Further, the government
should not regulate live-in relation-
ships, as it seems likeaveiledattempt
atmoral policing.

SSPaul,Nadia

RAO’S WISDOM
THIS REFERS TO the report, ‘Bharat
Ratna PV Narasimha Rao, Charan
Singh,MSSwaminathan’ (IE,February
10).Theawardtotheninthprimemin-
ister of India comes too late. One
wishes the awardhadbeenconferred
upon him in 2014 when the BJP gov-
ernment came to power. I remember
theradiobroadcastbyPMRaoin1991
which he concluded saying, “Hum
yashasvi honge” (We will acquire
fame). True to his word, he kept his
tryst with fame when he saved the
Indian economy,whichwas teetering
on the brink of a collapse. When the
BJPcriticisedhispolicies inParliament,
he silenced them with the Sanskrit
shlokawhichsaysthatthewiseshould
savehalfwhenall is indangerofbeing
drowned. It requires uncommon
courage and wisdom to think out of
the box and take along with you the
critics in your own party and in the
Opposition.Raodisplayedthiscourage
andwisdom.

NarendraDani,Lucknow

WORK-LIFE BALANCE
THISREFERSTOtheeditorial, ‘Connect,
disconnect' (IE, February 9). The
Closing Loopholes Bill passed in the
Australian Parliament has the poten-
tial to createa favourable transforma-
tion in the workplace atmosphere.
Whether it is a gig worker or an em-
ployee in the unorganised sector,
everyone deserves the right to have
personal time and strictly adhere to
thedesignatedworkinghours. It isun-
ethicaltoexpectemployeestobeavail-
able for emails and calls during their
leisure time. Additionally, providing
job security toworkers can serve as a
motivating factor that may enhance
workforceproductivity.

KamiaNamitha,Bengaluru

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR

Young adults may not want
this kind of state protection
which takes away their
freedom to not choose
marriage but to stay in a
consensual relationship
without the intrusion of the
state apparatus into their
private life. This type of
protectionist approach is
parochial and patriarchal,
as it intrudes into the
domain of privacy which
is recognised as a
fundamental right in the
‘Puttaswamy’ ruling.

ship. “It shall be obligatory for partners to
live-inrelationshipwithinthestate,whether
theyareresident(s)ofUttarakhandornot,to
submit a statement of live-in relationship
undersub-section1ofsection381tothereg-
istrarwithinwhosejurisdictiontheyareliv-
ing,” it further states. “Any resident(s) of
Uttarakhandstayinginalive-inrelationship
outside the territory of the state, may sub-
mitastatementof live-inrelationshipunder
sub section 1 of section 381 to the registrar
withinwhose jurisdiction such residentor-
dinarily resides,” it adds.

Themost draconian part of this entire
provision is that the registrar, with powers
similar tothosegrantedtothemagistrate in
theanti-conversionlegislation,canconduct
a “summary inquiry”, summoning the live-
inpartnersor“anyotherpersons” forverifi-
cation. This has scope formisuse by family
and society at large, besides infantilising
adult women. The registrar is not a judicial
officer unlike the magistrate and has no
trainingininvestigation.Theregistrarhasto
thenforwardtherecordtothepolicestation
concernedand, incaseeitherpartner is less
than 21 years of age, inform the parents or
guardians (ironically, a girl canmarry at 18
without parental permission). With such
stringent stipulations, theentirepurposeof
a live-in relationship is totallynegated.

Thewriter isawomen’s rights lawyer

THESTATEOFUttarakhandhasattainedthe
hallowed position of being the first state to
enact a Uniform Civil Code (UCC) under
Article44oftheConstitution.TheUCCwould
apply uniformly to people across religions,
not including tribal populations. The criti-
cismagainstit isthattherehasnotbeensuf-
ficient discussion among communities or
even in the state legislature.Whilemanyof
itsprovisionsarecontroversial,anissuethat
has raisedmuchpublic debate is the provi-
sionformandatoryregistrationof live-inre-
lationships.TheActhasenteredatotallynew
terrainby introducingprovisionsof formal-
isingwhathadhithertobeenintherealmof
informalsexualrelationshipsbetweencon-
sentingadultsandraisesconstitutionalcon-
cernsof privacyandpersonal liberty.

TheCoderequiresthepartnerstonotify
the registrar within a month of entering
into a live-in relationship and also while
terminating it.

One fails to understand thepurpose for
whichtheprovisionsof registeringa live-in
relationshiphavebeen included intheUCC
draftedbyanexpert committeewhichwas
headedbyJustice(retd)RanjanaDesaiof the
Supreme Court. This defeats the very pur-
poseof a live-in relationshipas it renders it
onparwith a formalmarriage,with condi-
tionsforenteringintoarelationshipsimilar
to amarriage contract —monogamy, pro-
hibiteddegreesof relationships,etc.Also,as
isthecaseinmarriage(anddivorce),onehas
to register thecontractwith theregistrarat
the timeof entering intoa relationshipand
also at the timeof exiting from it.Non-reg-
istration has been rendered a criminal of-
fencewithafineofRs10,000and/orimpris-
onment of threemonths. In case of failure
to produce a certificate of live-in relation-
ship, a term of sixmonths is prescribed on
conviction and/or fine of Rs 25,000. These
stipulations transform the entire relation-
shipfromaninformaloneintoonegoverned
by a draconian and rigid criminal law. The
entire purpose seems to be to dissuade
young couples from entering into such re-
lationships and control their sexuality, and
raises questions about individual privacy
and liberty.

TheCodedefines thisheterosexual rela-
tionship as a “relationship between aman
and a woman” who “cohabit in a shared
householdthrougharelationship inthena-
tureofmarriage,providedthatsuchrelations
arenotprohibited.”

It is reported that when asked about
theseprovisions, anofficial in thestategov-
ernment claimed that “concerns over
heinouscrimesamong live-incouples”was
thekeyimperativebehindthisprovision.He
further stated: “When the expert commit-
teewenttoremoteareas inUttarakhandfor
public consultation, incidents (of live-in
crimes)were fresh in themindsof thepeo-
ple.Duringpublicconsultation,parentsand
theelderlyinsistedthattheremustbesome-
thinginlawtoprotectyounggirls.Whileper-
sonal freedom is important, protection of
youngsters is also important. The commit-
tee foundawaytoensure that.”

Butyoungadultsmaynotwantthiskind
of state protectionwhich takes away their

freedomtonotchoosemarriagebut tostay
inaconsensualrelationshipwithoutthein-
trusionof thestateapparatus intotheirpri-
vate life.This typeofprotectionistapproach
is parochial and patriarchal, as it intrudes
into the domain of privacywhich is recog-
nised as a fundamental right in the
Puttaswamy ruling.

TheCodeprovides formaintenance for
a woman “deserted” by her partner, simi-
lar toamarriedwoman.Section388states:
“If a woman gets deserted by her live-in
partner, sheshallbeentitledtoclaimmain-
tenance fromher live-inpartner, forwhich
she may approach the competent Court
having jurisdiction over the place where
they last cohabited.”

Theserelationshipsarealreadyprotected
under the Domestic Violence Act, 2005
where they are termed as “domestic rela-
tionships”.Whenwomen in relationships
“in thenatureofmarriage” complainof do-
mestic violence, they are entitled to claim
maintenance fromtheirpartners.

TheCodeexplicitlystipulatesthatachild
born in a live-relationship is a legitimate
child.Thisistheprevailinglegalpositionbut
under thisUCC, it is codifiedas law.

Theproposedlawwillapplytothoseliv-
ing in Uttarakhand as well as residents of
Uttarakhand living elsewhere in India.
Section378of theCoderequiressubmission
of a statementby those ina live-in relation-

The intrusive state

MORE THAN a decade ago, the world of
global high finance was agog with
monikers and acronyms such as the
Fragile Five and PIIGS. If the latter was
about the massive debt crisis faced by
someEuropeancountries, theothercom-
prised an eclectic mix of emergingmar-
ket economies that had become too de-
pendent on unreliable foreign
investments to finance their growth am-
bitions. Amongst these was India, then
under the stewardship of a pioneering
economistasprimeministerandanintel-
lectual financeminister.

The journey from this state of gloom
and economic stasis to the only “bright
spot” in theworld canwithout adoubtbe
attributed to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and his team. As we head into the
general elections in the next fewmonths,
thehandlingof theeconomyisthebright-
est star in the PM’s report card. This eco-
nomiccontextandpoliticalconfidencere-
flected in the interimbudget.

Against the expectations of a populist
budget, the government stayed true to its
missionof keeping India’s long-termben-
efitsat theheartandhasnotbeenswayed
byshort-termelectoralgainsthatareoften
achievedwith giveaways. It has strength-
enedthefoundationsonwhichthepathto
ViksitBharatwill rest.

The last 10 years have seen structural
changesnecessarytoachievesustainable
economicgrowth.Amongthemis the fo-
cusoncreating infrastructure—hard, so-
cial anddigital. This has continued in the
latest budget. The expenditure on infra-
structure is proposed to be enhanced by
another11.11percentresulting inRs11.11
lakh crore,a tripling of the outlay in the
last four years.

This time the emphasis is on railways.
Economic railway corridors for port con-
nectivity, high traffic density and energy,
minerals and cementwill improve logis-
tics, reduce costs and improve passenger
train operations. Upgrading of asmany as
40,000regular railbogies toVandeBharat
standardswill enhance passenger safety
and convenience. There areprovisions for
buyingnewengines,layingnewtracksand
doublingexistingones.

To support the states in their capital
expenditure, theschemeof50-year inter-
est-free loans to stateswill continue and
itwill have an outlay of Rs 1.3 lakh crore.
Another Rs 75,000 crore, as a 50-year
interest-free loan, has been proposed
to support milestone-linked reforms by
state governments.

Theplantoenable rooftopsolarisation
of 1 crore householdswill further India’s
sustainability goals and offer common
Indiansfreeelectricityupto300units.This
is without being fiscally profligate.
Additionally,excesssolarpowergenerated
canbesoldbacktothegridleadingtomon-
etarygains.Thisisestimatedtoleadtosav-
ings of Rs 15,000 to Rs 18,000 per annum
foreveryhousehold.

While India has made remarkable
strides under the Make in India pro-
gramme andmanufacturing activity has
significantlygrowninthelastfewyears,to
sustain it, Indianeeds tobuild a robust in-
novationandresearchecosystem.Asafol-
low-up to the Anusandhan National
Research Foundation Act, 2023, the gov-
ernmenthasannouncedacorpusofRs1.5
lakhcrorewitha50-yearinterest-freeloan.
Thecorpuswillprovide long-termfinanc-
ingorrefinancingtoencouragetheprivate
sector toscaleupresearchand innovation
significantly in sunrisedomains.

Thegovernment'sfocusonwomenhas
been further extended. NowASHAwork-
ers,Anganwadiworkersandhelpers,num-
bering about 35 lakh, will benefit from
healthcarecoverageunder theAyushman
Bharatscheme.Acampaigntocoveryoung
girls with the cervical cancer vaccinewill
be an important preventive healthcare
measure. Self Help Groups (SHGs) run by
women are transforming our rural socio-
economic landscapewith empowerment
and self-reliance.While nearly one crore
women have become Lakhpati Didis, the
governmentplans to enhance its target to
make threecroreLakhpatiDidis.

Thegovernment’s“housingforall”pro-
gramme addresses the needs of the poor
in a bigway. Under the rural programme,
anadditionaltwocrorehouseswillbebuilt
inthenextfiveyears.Itnowplanstolaunch
aschemetohelpdeservingsectionsof the
middle class “living in rented houses, or
slums, or chawls and unauthorised
colonies”tobuyorbuildtheirownhouses.

While the government has not intro-
ducedanynewtaxes ithas, in linewith its
vision to improve ease of living and im-
provetaxpayerservices,decidedtowith-
drawoutstandingdirect taxdemandsup
toRs25,000fortheperioduptothefinan-
cial year 2009-10 and up to Rs 10,000
for financial years 2010-11 to 2014-15.
This is expected to benefit about a
crore tax-payers.

Thechallengesofoveradecadeagoare
nowadistant nightmare— this has been
possibleonlybecauseof asustainedfocus
onthedevelopmentof thecountrywhile
keeping inmind everymarginalised sec-
tion of the society. As the PM often says,
the country’s progress coincides with
the progress of the poor, women, youth
and farmers.

Now is the time to pursue the goal of
ViksitBharatwithallthevigouratthecom-
mandof thenation.

Thewriter isRajyaSabhaMPand former
deputychiefministerofBihar

Byformalisingwhathadhithertobeen in therealmof informal relationshipsbetweenconsenting
adults,UttarakhandUCCraisesconstitutionalconcernsofprivacyandpersonal liberty

Interimbudgetreflectspoliticalconfidence
toaddresseconomicchallenges

ITREQUIRES30years tobuild aNavy, saida
famous Royal Navy Admiral duringWorld
War II, and added that it requires 300 years
to build a tradition. We are not far from
India'sindependencecentenary.Thecountry
will also be theworld’s third richest nation
in termsof GDP.Whatkindof armed forces
will India need in 2047? Certainly not the
force structure of today conceived two or
threedecadesago, intheclosingyearsof the
20th century. The Defence Acquisitions
Councilhasapproved, inprinciple, theneed
for a third aircraft carrier.How large should
thecarrierbeandwhatwill be its role?

Evenaswewritethis,thevitalsealanesof
thecountryareinperil.Shippingcompanies
arereluctanttousetheRedSeaandtheSuez
Canal.Insuranceratesforcargohaveskyrock-
eted,makingbothimportsandexportscost-
lier, owing to the indiscriminate attacks on
merchantshippingbytheHouthisoperating
fromYemen.Thesafetyof sea lanes isagen-
eralpublicgood,andyetonlytheUSandthe
UKhaveretaliatedagainsttheHouthis.India,
afterwhichtheoceanonwhichallthisoccur-
ring isnamed, is inadefensiveposturewith
naval shipsmerely taskedwith anti-piracy
patrols.ThiswillhardlydissuadetheHouthis,
much less punish them for interferingwith
thegeneralworldorder.Intheyearstocome,
thepossibilities of having to fight andwin a

naval battlewill gradually recede. Our two
existing aircraft carriers are essentially sea
control ships, built towin naval battles by
conferring air dominance over the ocean.
Only the US, and increasingly the Chinese,
haveaircraft carriers that canprojectpower
and influence political decisions ashore by
operatingnear troublesomeshores.

Today,wehave the chance to build, buy
or acquire a true aircraft carrier, capable of
operating 70 to 80 strike aircraft or five
squadrons.When a carrier of this nature is
presentoff theshoresofacountry,decision-
makersinthecapitalareconstrainedintheir
freedomtodecidewhatoptionsareopento
them.Aclassicinstanceofthisstrategyisthe
presenceof theAmericancarrierUSSGerald
Fordoff Lebanon,while the Israeliswereat-
tacking Gaza. The US, without firing a shot,
kept Hezbollah from interfering and at the
same time deterred Tehran, at whose bid-
ding theHezbollahoperate.

New Delhi was aware that what the
Houthis were doing damaged the national
vitalinterestsof Indiaanditsmaritimetrade.
NewDelhiwas also aware that theHouthis
wouldnotdaretakesuchamajorstepwith-
out theblessingof theAyatollahs inTehran.
India'sExternalAffairsMinisterquiterightly
madeacourageousandbold journeytodis-
cussmatterswithTeheran.There,hestressed

the cooperative enterprises between Iran
and India andmentioned theaggressionby
theHouthis.Nowconsiderhowmuchmore
effectivetheEAM’striptoTehranwouldhave
beenifsimultaneously,alargeIndianaircraft
carrierwas operating off Aden. Thatwould
have been a classic instance of the use of
navies as instruments of state policy —
mainly foreignpolicy.

In 2047, as theworld’s thirdmost pow-
erful nation, NewDelhiwill be expected to
contribute to themaintenance ofworld or-
derandthepublicgood,andnotmerelybea
consumerof thepublicgood.Thisoverarch-
ingformulaappliestoallthreearmedforces.
No longerwill theybeable tococoonthem-
selves in a timid defensive posture, con-
cernedonlywithterritorial integrity. Infact,
for theworld’s thirdmost powerful nation,
tosaythattheyareobsessedwithterritorial
invasionwouldbe laughable.

There aredeep issues here for theArmy
andAirForce. In2047, India’sGDPwouldbe
in the region of $ 30 trillion. The defence
budgetofthatat2percentwouldbeapprox-
imately$600billionorroughlywhattheUS
defencebudgetistoday.TheArmy’sshareof
thatamountatthepresent60percentwould
be$360billion.Wouldanyonecontendthat
themajorportionof$360billion isspenton
keeping 6,00,000 soldiers guarding the

Himalayanheights?Surely the Indianarmy
cannotbekepttieddownontheborderbyan
incompetent political class unable to come
toaborder settlementwithChina?

There are similar questions for the Air
Force and Navy. Will the Air Force with a
budget of $150 billion continue to issue a
doctrine that speaks of prioritising territo-
rial air defence? Will the Navy be kept
stunted by limiting it to 40,000-tonne air-
craftcarriers?TheCDSshouldbetaskedwith
somekindof forwardplanning.Theworld’s
thirdmostpowerfulnationwillbearegional
power guaranteeing the safety of small na-
tions in the IndianOcean and South Asia. A
beginning can bemade by permitting the
IndianNavyatruepowerprojectionaircraft
carrierof about80,000 tonnes.

ThePLANavyhas justcommissioned its
third carrier of 80,000 tonnes with three
electro-magnetic catapults. Nodoubt there
willbemoreinthepipeline.Beijingisangling
for a direct land route to the Bay of Bengal
throughMyanmar, taking advantage of the
insurgencythere, inwhichcasewewill lose
ourMalacca advantage.Without an Indian
carrier force,wemaywellbeoverwhelmed
inourhomewaters.

Menon,a former rearadmiral in thenavy, is
theauthorofANuclearStrategy for India

Securing the sea lanes
RajaMenon

Withoutan Indiancarrier force,wecouldbeoverwhelmedinhomewaters

CR Sasikumar

FlaviaAgnes
Sushil KumarModi
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SALUTE THE SOLDIER
HAV BALJEET, SM* (POSTHUMOUS)

Our salutation to a brave and motivated soldier
who made supreme sacrifice on 12 feb 2019 while
fighting with tourist in an encounter at Ratanpur,
Pulwama (J & K). on this day today, The ROYAL
JATS proudly remember him and his supreme
sacrifice. The tale of your valor will still motivates
all of us and the paltan is proud of you.
Colonel Bhisham Chauhan and all Ranks

2 MECH INF [1 JAT (LI)]
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ACROSS
1Progressmade inonemonth(5)
4They’reused forcleaningbadly
rustedbearing(7)
8Fast runnerdownmountains (3)
9Temple tooelaborateasaclan
symbol (5,4)
10Free fromsailor’s love
entanglement (7)
11OnewhodrawsaLondon
landmark(5)
13Takesoutof religiouswork(6)
15Numberafteranewatom
bombexplosive (6)
18Creeparoundinatypeof
rubbersole (5)
19 It’sanaccomplishmentwith
her lightweight (7)
21Barelycountenanced(9)
23AScot’s surprised
expression(3)
24Ahundredcheersperhapsor
onecryof terror (7)
25Theytaketheir turnsat sea (5)

DOWN
1Acommunicationyou’ll
understandwhenyouget it (7)
2Restorecontrol to the
country (9)
3Wearekeptawayfrom
homein it (5)
4 Ill-suited forwork(6)
5Tommy’squiet;possiblyasignof
illness (7)
6Commonpride insomeGothic
architecture (3)
7BoxholdingEasternweapon(5)
12Guardwhatonesays, it’sagood
maxim(9)
14 It reallygoes if youputyour
footdown(7)
16Charles isout in the
forest (7)
17He’s faroutoncemore(6)
18Theyhavesquare faces (5)
20Likeareceiverof certain
property (5)
22 Inspiredpieceofmusic (3)

ARIES (Mar21 -Apr 20)
Mercury, planet of
communication, is
about to take ahand
in your finances.

Themoment is fast coming
whenyou should lay firm
plans for your future
prosperity so it’s time to get
the facts and figures straight.

TAURUS (Apr 21 -May21)
There seems to be
some sort of
muddle, possibly
triggered by the

Moon’s uncertain relationship
to other significant planets.
Youmay either postpone
important engagements
or, alternatively, approach
themwith considerably
more determination
thanusual.

GEMINI (May22 - June21)
In spite of your open
and chatty
reputation you are
about to enter a

more secretive phase, one
whenpeace, quiet and
seclusionwill be of increasing
importance to your general
well-being. But, just for now,
you still need to indulge your
creative or pleasurable
instincts.

CANCER (June22 - July 23)
You’ve got a long
memory, a very long
one indeed. Inmany
ways you are still

dealingwith the legacy of the
distant past. Yet, although
it’s inevitable that you should
feel nostalgia forwhat has
been, youwould be advised
to get onwith planning
the future.

LEO (July 24 -Aug23)
There seems to be a
great deal going on
which is difficult, if
not downright

impossible, to explain. You
mayhave to accept the fact
that itmaybe another few
days before a number of
questions canbe answered.
Still, you’ve got the time,
so bepatient.

VIRGO (Aug24 - Sep23)
Youshouldnowbe
backonformand
determinedtoalter
thepatternof your

life. Lunaraspectsmaybe
raisingstress levelsbut they
alsoofferyoutheopportunity
to formnewrelationships
andemphasise the
neglectedsocialdimension.
Besideswhich, thereare
manystepsyoucantake
toreducetension.

LIBRA (Sep24 -Oct 23)
Current challenging
planetary aspects
mayput your nose
out of joint but,

then, you’re such a
perfectionist that it doesn’t
takemuch to disturb your
equilibrium. The Sun’s
passage through a challenging
regionof your chart shows
the truth.

SCORPIO (Oct 24 -Nov23)
You’re heading for a
pleasant romantic
phase. Relations
with children and

younger familymembers are
set to improve and cultural
pursuits are likely to take up
more of your time. You’re still
unwilling to showyour
feelings. Your secrecy could
be the cause of occasional
misunderstandings.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov24-Dec22)
Youshouldkeep
youroptionsopen
thisweekanddo
everythingyou

cantobringunderlying
tensions into the freshair.
Asamatterof interest, it
doesseemessential thatyou
make itapriority todealwith
financial issues.

CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan20)
Theoddsmaybe
stacked against
you today. Yet do
not despair, all is

not lost. Itmaybe time for
one of those clever tactical
retreats that results in your
position being stronger than
ever. Perhaps it’s also the
rightmoment to call
somebody’s bluff.

AQUARIUS (Jan21 - Feb19)
Even if you’re an
ambitious
professional
Aquarian, family

anddomestic affairswill
assumeahighpriority. At
work you’ll find other people
looking to you for security,
irritating as itmaybe to feel
that you’re beingdepended
uponbypeoplewho should
knowbetter.

PISCES (Feb20 -Mar20)
There is not long to
gobefore emotional
secrets arebrought
into theopen. It

will be agreat relief all
roundwhenwhatwas
onceunspeakable canbe
discussed in anatmosphere
of happiness andharmony.
Until then,make sure that
yourposition is as secure
aspossible.
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DifficultyLevel2s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;
6s=Genius S
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Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
Paintingisasourceofendlesspleasure,butalsoof_____-Balthus(5,7)

SOLUTION:ABASE,OSIER,INTUIT,SHAGGY
Answer:Paintingisasourceofendlesspleasure,butalsoofgreatanguish
-Balthus

BSAAE IITNTU

EOIRS ASYGGH

SolutionsCrossword5284Across: 1Contingent,8Preen,9Snippet,10Started,11
Uncle,12Policy,14Reward,17Nehru,19Refrain,21Nonplus,22Arise,23Distressed
Down:2Overall,3Tenet,4Noside,5Epicure,6Topic,7Attendance,8Postponing,13
Couples,15Avarice,16Eraser,18Honed,20Flags

JUMBLEDWORDS

OVERTHEHEDGE byMichael Fry&TLewis

CALVIN&HOBBES byBillWatterson

MARVIN byTomArmstrong
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“THERE ARE officers in the Agriculture
Departmentwhocannotdistinguishbetween
abarleyplantandawheatplantandthosein
the[Irrigation]Departmentwhodonotknow
howmanywateringsandatwhattimeacer-
tain crop required”. That was Chaudhary
CharanSinghinadocumentdatedMarch21,
1947, titled ‘Why 60% of Services Should Be
Reserved for Sons of Cultivators’. It was the
clearest articulation of his position on guar-
anteeing representation for the “sons or de-
pendentsoftheactualtillersofthesoil”ingov-
ernment jobs and seats in publicly funded
educational institutions.

Singhwas Union homeminister in the
Morarji Desai-headed Janata Party govern-
ment that appointed the Backward Classes
CommissionunderBPMandalinJanuary1979.
Its report led to the announcement of 27%
reservationsforOBC(otherbackwardclasses)
communities,inadditiontoScheduledCastes
andScheduledTribes(SC/ST).

Town versus Village
Althoughhebackedthesettingupof the

Mandal Commission, Singh insisted that
reservations for farmers had nothing to do
withcaste,which“hashaditsday”and“must
beabolished”.ExceptinregardtoSC/STs,the
casteof acandidate“shouldnotbe inquired
intowhileseekingadmissionintoaneduca-
tional institutionorpublic service”.

ForSingh,theprincipal lineofdivisionin
Indian societywasbetween cultivators and
city-dwellers.Thelatter“lorditoverthepoor
peasantry and…have little sympathywith
the troubles of the agriculturalists”. The
town-brednon-agriculturalist“callshispoor
countrymanfromthevillagea ‘dehati’, ‘gan-
war’ or ‘dahqani’ in thesamecontemptuous
tone in which a heaven-born European
flings…‘native’…[atall] Indianswithoutdis-
tinction”. This was despite agriculture em-
ployingnearly70%of India’sworkforceand
generating54%of itsGDP in1950-51.

Singhsawreservationsasameans“toset
righttheprincipleonwhichprivilegesofen-
tering government service are enjoyed by
one class of town dwellers, businessmen,
tradersandprofession followers...”

Singhwas struck by a 1961 survey that
showedonly11.5%of IndianAdministrative
Serviceofficershadagriculturalfamilyback-
grounds,while45.8%hadfatherswhowere
governmentservants.He,therefore,notonly
proposed60%reservationsforfarmers’chil-
dren, but also ineligibility for government
jobstothosewhoseparentshadalreadyben-
efited frompublicemployment.

Reservations,Singhargued,wouldactu-

ally improve efficiency in government de-
partments:Theagriculturalist’sson“byrea-
son of the surroundings in which he is
brought up, possesses strong nerves, an in-
ternal stability, a robustness of spirit and a
capacity for administration…hishandsand
heartwillnottrembleinacrisisasthoseofa
softperson fromthecity”.

Hewould react differently to the farmer
whosecrophasbeendestroyedbyhailstorm
than the normal Tahsildar or Deputy
Collectorwho“fixesadozendates forhear-
ingapetty suitof [evenRs100]”.

Criticism, relevance
The 60% quota— Singh had proposed it

first at 50% before the executive committee
of theUttarPradesh(thenUnitedProvinces)
Congress Legislature Party in April 1939—
wascriticisednotforbeingexcessiveasmuch
as forcoveringonlythe“sonsof cultivators”.
Landless labourers,constituting28.1%of the
total agricultural workforce in the 1951
Census,wereexcluded.Singh’sresponsewas
hehadnoobjectiontoincludingagricultural
labourers, “but in that case Iwould put the
percentageat75 insteadof60”.

Singhwasclearhisproposalwasn’tabout
castereservationsbutabout representation
to tillers of the soil. That would have, per-
haps, appealed today to landowning peas-
antcastessuchasJats,Marathas,Patidarsand
Kapus,whoaredemandingOBCstatus.

Singhwas a Jat, but sought to speak for
theentireclassofcultivators,particularlythe

middlepeasantrydrawnfromtheso-called
MAJGAR complex of Muslim, Ahir (Yadav),
Jat,GujjarandRajput.Heendearedhimselfto
farmers fromall thesecastes.

Game-changing laws
Therewasareasonforthatpopularity:His

pushingthroughthreemajorlegislationsthat
transformedtheagriculturaleconomyofUP.

ThefirstwastheUPZamindariAbolition
and Land Reforms Act, 1950 (ZALR). It did
awaywithzamindarswhopaid taxes to the
government, from lands that they them-

selvesownedandalsofromthosecultivated
byothers, includingas tenant farmers.

ZALRgrantedallverifiedtenant-cultivators
permanentandheritableinterestintheirhold-
ings.Thezamindarsceasedtobetax-farmers
or intermediariesbetweenthecultivatorand
thestate,whilehavingownershiprightsonly
on the lands they could demonstratewere
theirown,self-cultivatedholdings.

ZALR basically replaced the zamindari
agrariansystemwithanewruralsocialorder
based on peasant-proprietors owning and
cultivating family-sized farms. Its benefici-
arieswere the erstwhile hereditary tenant-
cultivators,mainly fromtheMuslim,Yadav,
Gujjar,KurmiandotherOBCcastes.

The secondwas theUPConsolidationof
HoldingsAct, 1953. Singhwanted thepeas-
ant-proprietor to be not just independent,
but also anefficient cultivator. Thenew law
enabled every landowner to have his scat-
teredplotsconsolidatedbyswappingparcels
of equivalent qualitywith other farmers in
the same village. The idea was to provide
everyowner-cultivatorwithasingletractof
landmaking it amoreproductiveholding.

By 1976-77, about 14.2million hectares
(mh)outofatargeted14.6mhareainUPhad
been “brought under consolidation opera-
tion”,with actual “transfer andpossession”
takingplaceinover11.5mh.Theschemewas
implementedwith relativelyminimal cor-
ruption,whichprobablyhadtodowithSingh
takingpersonalinterestinitssuccessasrev-
enueminister throughthe1950s.

The lastwastheUPImpositionofCeiling
on LandHoldings Act, 1960. It established a
capof40acresof “fairquality land”perfam-
ilyof fivemembers. Singh, in fact, envisaged
both aminimumandmaximum landhold-
ingsize—hisidealrangewas2.5-27.5acres—
whichacultivatorandhisfamilycouldviably
farmwithlittleoutsidelabour.Consolidated
holdingsofacertainminimumsizewerenec-
essarytoalsoallowuseof tractorsandother
productivity-enhancingfarmmachinery.

The legacy
CharanSingh’sthreetransformativeland

reformlawshelpedincreatingasociallyand
politicallyempoweredmiddlepeasantry.This
newruralmiddleclasssawitseconomicfor-
tunesrisewiththeGreenRevolutionthaten-
tailedtheintroductionofhigh-yieldingcrop
varieties,chemicalfertilisersandlabour-cum-
timesavingmechanisationtechnologies.

Thatroughlyfour-decadespellofeconomic
prosperity fromtheearly1970s is practically
history.Plateauingyields,croppricesnotkeep-
ingpacewithrisingproductioncosts,re-frag-
mentationof holdings andgrowingweather
aberrations fromclimate changehavemade
agriculture less rewarding thanbefore. It has
also eroded the socio-economic status of a
once-proudpeasant-proprietorclass.

Thetakersforreservationsingovernment
jobsforfarmers’childrenwouldarguablybe
morenowthanwhenSingh firstmooted it.

LONGERVERSION
indianexpress.com/explained

11
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

@ieExplained
#ExpressExplained
If there are questions of current or contemporary relevance that youwould like
explained, pleasewrite to explained@indianexpress.comE EXPLAINED

THEINDIANEXPRESS,MONDAY,FEBRUARY12,2024

your go-to institute for
general studies preparation

Institute for IAS Examination
VAJIRAM & RAVI

ASADREHMAN
LUCKNOW,FEBRUARY11

VIOLENCE ERUPTED in Uttarakhand’s
HaldwanidistrictThursday(February8)
after the administration conducted a
demolition drive at the site of amosque
andmadrasa, allegedly on Nazool land,
killing fiveand injuringat least12.

What is Nazool land? How is such
land used?Andwas the landwhere the
demolitiondrivetookplace,Nazoolland?

What is this land?
Nazool land is ownedby thegovern-

mentbutmostoftennotdirectlyadmin-
istered as state property. The state gen-
erally allots such land to any entity on
lease for a fixed period, generally be-
tween15and99years.

Incasetheleasetermisexpiring,one
canapproachtheauthority torenewthe
leasebysubmittingawrittenapplication
to the Revenue Department of the local
developmentauthority.Thegovernment
is freetoeitherrenewtheleaseorcancel
it—takingback theNazool land.

In almost all major cities of India,
Nazool land has been allotted to differ-
ententities foravarietyofdifferentpur-
poses.

HowdidNazool landemerge?
During British rule, kings and king-

doms which opposed the British fre-
quentlyrevoltedagainstthem,leadingto
several battles between them and the
BritishArmy.Upondefeatingthesekings
in battle, the British would often take
their landaway fromthem.

After India got Independence, the
British vacated these lands. But with
kingsandroyalsoftenlackingproperdoc-
umentation to prove prior ownership,
these landsweremarkedasNazool land
— to be owned by the respective state

governments.

Howdoesthegovernmentuse
Nazool land?

The government generally uses
Nazool land for public purposes like
building schools, hospitals, Gram
Panchayatbuildings,etc.Severalcitiesin
India have also seen large tracts of land
denotedasNazool landusedforhousing
societies, generallyon lease.

HowisNazool landgoverned?
While several states have brought in

government orders for the purpose of
framingrulesforNazoolland,TheNazool
Lands (Transfer) Rules, 1956 is the law
mostlyusedforNazoollandadjudication.

Is the Uttarakhand land where the
mosqueandmadrasawerelocatedregis-
teredasNazool land?

As per the Haldwani district admin-
istration, the property where the two
structuresaresituatedisregisteredasthe
Nagar Nigam’s (Municipal Council’s)
Nazoolland.Theadministrationsaysthat
forthelast15-20days,ademolitiondrive
has been underway in connectionwith
Nagar Nigam properties to free roads
fromtraffic congestion.

“A notice, issued on January 30, re-
quiredtheencroachmenttoberemoved
within threedaysor for ownershipdoc-
uments to be provided. On February 3,
several localsvisitedtheNagarNigamto
discusswith our team. They submitted
anapplicationandrequestedtimetoap-
peal to theHighCourt, agreeing toabide
by thecourt’sdecision,” theDMsaid, in-
sistingthatthedemolitiontookplaceaf-
ter thecourt’s goahead.

However,ShakeelAhmad,Councillor
ofWardNumber 31,where the incident
took place, said that the locals had re-
questedtheadministrationtowaittillthe
nextdateofhearingintheHighCourton
February14.

SHUBHAJITROY
NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY11

THE JAILED Imran Khan scored a century
without a bat, as independent candidates
backedbyhisparty, thePakistanTehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI), won a high number of seats
in Pakistan’s parliament, the National
Assembly.Ofthe101independentselected,
manyarebackedbyPTI.

Despite being barred from contesting
under itsnameandsymbol (acricketbat),
PTI gotmore seats than the twomain es-
tablished parties that have the backing of
thePakistanArmy.PakistanMuslimLeague
(N), led by three-time Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif, got 75 seats, while the
Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) led by the
Bhutto-Zardarifamilygot54seats,accord-
ingtothefinaltallyreleasedbytheElection
Commissionof Pakistan.

Independently, none of the three par-
ties can prove a simple majority in the
NationalAssemblywhenitiscalledinafew
days.

Such an outcome poses a vexed ques-
tion: whom does New Delhi talk to in
Pakistan? Itmay be futile to engagewith
the civilian government. In realpolitik
terms, thismeans themost effective per-
sontotalktoisPakistanArmychiefGeneral
AsimMunir—whowields influence over
thepolitical actors.

AnewgovernmentinDelhiinMaywill
have to take a long and hard look at
whether it should continuewith the doc-
trineof indifferenceorreopenchannelsof
communication with the GHQ in
Rawalpindi.

So,whatarethekeytakeaways?

1Despite the people of Pakistan turning
outinlargenumberstovoteagainstthe

Army-backedSharifsandBhutto-Zardaris,
theestablishmentseemstohavemanipu-
lated theoutcome in their favour.

2PTIhasmanagedtobethemajorplayer
inthebattlegroundprovinceofPunjab,

retain pole position in KPK, and register a
marginal presence in Balochistan and
Sindh.With this, it has challenged the es-
tablishedpartiesontheirownturf,despite
no levelplaying field.

PTI and PMLN have been neck-and-
neckinPunjabwhichhasmorevotersthan
the other three provinces put together —
7.32 crore out of 12.85 crore— and 141 of
the 266 general seats in the National
Assembly. In KPK, Khan’s PTI has retained
its dominance, while PPP has dominated
Sindh. Balochistan has seen a completely
fractured outcome, split between PPP,
PMLN,andPTI.

3The fact that neither the Sharifs nor
Bhutto-Zardaris have the required

numbers on their own, and even brought
together, still fall short of the simplema-
jority mark, tells you that none of them
have retained their political influenceand
strength of the past —when PPP had the
numbers in2008, andPMLNin2013.

4With the fracturedmandate, Pakistan
Army now has complete control on

each of the political actors. Having learnt
theirlessonsfrompastexperiences—with
Sharif challenging them in 2017-18 and
Khan challenging them since last year —
Rawalpindi has gotten smarter and does-
n’twanttoempoweranyofthecivilianpo-
litical leaders.
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The key question for India:
whom does New Delhi talk to

YASHEE
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WITH INDEPENDENTS backed by Imran
Khan’s Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)win-
ningthehighestnumberofseatsinPakistan,
the election results— released aftermuch
delay amid accusations of rigging—have
thrownupanunprecedentedoutcome.

Howdonumbersstackupinthe
NationalAssembly?

Pakistan’s National Assembly consists
of336seats.Asmanyas266membersare
elected through direct voting, while 70
seatsare reserved—60forwomenand10
fornon-Muslims.PML-NandPPPhaverun
a coalition government before this, but
evenif theyjoinhandsthistime,theywon’t
reach thehalf-waymark.

The reserved seats present an added
complication,astheyarefilledonthebasis
of each party’s numerical strength in the
Assembly, but this time, thehighestnum-
ber is thatof independents.

Whataretherules for independents?
UnderRule92(6)of Pakistan’selection

regulations, once their win is announced,
independentcandidateshavethreedaysto
joinapoliticalparty.Theindependentcan-
didate has to apply to the head of the po-
liticalparty,whotheninformstheElection
Commission. The independents can also
choose tobandtogether.

Howarereservedseats filled?
The reservation for women and non-

Muslims flows from Article 51(2A) of
Pakistan’sConstitution.Politicalpartiescan
fillthese70seatsinproportiontotheirwin-

ning candidates. Amongwomen, the 60
seats are divided as: 32 for Punjab, 14 for
Sindh,10forKhyberPakhtunkhwa,andfour
forBalochistan.The10non-Muslimcandi-
datesarenotsub-dividedamongprovinces.

“Allpoliticalpartiessubmitalistoftheir
choice of candidates for reserved seats at
thetimeof filingnominations,andthis list
undergoes the Election Commission’s
scrutiny. After the results, the partywith
thehighest number ofwinning represen-
tativeswill see the highest number of re-
served candidates from their list get
elected,”explainedYaqoobKhanBangash,
Pakistani author and fellow, Harvard
University’s SouthAsia Institute.

If the PTI-backed independent candi-
dates join anypolitical party, theywill get
to submit a list now and fill the reserved
seatsbasedontheir combinedstrength.

Whatwill the independentsdo?
There’snoclarity.PTIasofnowisstaging

protests,allegingitsactualtallyishigherand
thepoll resultshavebeenrigged. Ithasalso
filedanumberofpetitionsincourt,alleging
electionmalpractices. There’s a possibility
thatsomeofthe101winnerswilljoinhands
with parties opposed to the PTI. However,
thisislikelytovaryaccordingtoprovinces—
while in Punjab, sucha crossovermight be
easier, inKhyberPakhtunkhwa,whichPTI-
backed candidates swept, such defection
mightnotbeforgivenbyvoters.

Inthe1985elections,nopoliticalparty
was permitted to participate, and thus
every candidate, thoughwith party alle-
gianceandbacking,hadcontestedinhisor
her individual name. This time, while the
PTI candidates fought as independents,
otherscontestedunderthenameandsym-
bolof theirparties.

With Imran’s independents
in the lead, what next?

Policecheckdocumentsof commutersduringacurfewatBanbhoolpura
area inHaldwanionSunday.PTI

Singhwasa Jat,butsought tospeakfor
theentireclassof cultivators.Archive

Supportersof ImranKhan’sPakistanTehreek-e-InsafblockthePeshawar-Islamabadmotorway,demandingfreeandfairelectionresults, inPeshawarSunday. Reuters

HarishDamodaran

What Charan Singh did for farmers’ welfare
Singh’s landreformlawscreatedanewsociallyandpoliticallyempoweredmiddlepeasantry,whichsawitseconomicfortunesrisewiththeGreenRevolution.

After Pakistan’s fractured mandate



AlokDeshpande:TheElection
CommissionofIndiahasofficially
handedtheNCPtoyoursideledbyAjit
Pawar.Asaseniorleaderoftheparty,
whoworkedwithSharadPawarfor
decades,areyouhappytoday?

Ithasbeen30yearssinceIleftShivSena.
Peoplestillaskmethereason.Iamhappyto
saythatIhavenotlefttheNCP.Thepartyis
withme.Nobodywill askme thoseques-
tions now. Yes, I amhappy.We gotwhat
wewanted.

SandeepSingh:Whatareyour
thoughtsonSharadPawar,withwhom
youhadalongassociation?

I don’twant to comment on that.We
have already saidwhywe shifted. All 54
MLAshad signed to shift and join theBJP
government.Itwasnotoneperson.Thatlet-
terwasshowntoPawarsaheb.Afterthathe
resigned aspartypresident. The ideawas
thathewillresignandSupriyaSulewilltake
overandallofuswillbepartofthegovern-
ment.Allofasudden,inthreedays,thede-
cisionwaschanged. If youdidnotwant to
doit,thenwhydidyouconsiderthesigna-
tures?Butthat’spastnow.

AlokDeshpande:NCPwasknownasa
Marathapartybutyouneverleftyour
identityasanOBCleader.

I left Shiv Senaon theMandal issue. It
wasnoteasytoleavetheSenaatthattime.
Therewas a Sena leader in Thanenamed
Khopkar,whowasmurderedonthesuspi-
cionofcrossvoting.Therewasasayingthat
if you left the Sena, you’dmeet the same
fate.Ileftatthattime.Eventually,18others
leftwithme.Icouldnotroamfreelythenas
therewas fear of attacks. Iwas twice the
Mayor of Mumbai alongwith being an
MLA. All over Maharashtra, except in
Mumbai,Nashik, Pune, all thedistrict and
taluka-levelpartieswereformedbymefor
the Sena. Iwas a senior leader of the Sena
and left it despite these conditions on the
Mandalissue.In1994,therewasameeting
in Jalna of theMahatma Phule Samata
Parishad,whichIhadfounded.Therewere
overa lakhassembled,demanding imple-
mentationoftheMandalCommissionrec-
ommendations.IwastheHousingMinister
withtheCongressthenandSharadPawarji
wasalsopresent.Pawarsahebannouncedto
implement the recommendations and to
executethosewithinamonth.Iamgrateful
to him for that. Though it is sad that now
that the reservations forOBCs are in trou-
ble,nobody is talking. Pawar saheb should
havesaidthatit iswrong.

ShubhangiKhapre:AjitPawarprojects
himselfasaMarathaleaderwhileyou
arefollowingtheOBCline.Manyare
sayingthatMrFadnavisisbehindthis
protestbytheOBCs.

YouknowthatIdon’tdopopatgiri(pup-
petry) for anyone. Not evenwhen I gave
speecheswith Balasaheb Thackeray at
ShivajiPark.Ialwaysgivemyownspeeches
andmakemyowndecisions. Iamnotthat
newnorsmall,thatsomebodywillhaveto
tellmewhat to do. If there has been any-
thingfishy,thenIamspeakingaboutit.

SandeepSingh:Butisthereno
dilemmainyourparty?

See, Ajit Pawar is aMarathaby caste. I,
myself,bycaste,amanOBC.Someofthem
areDalits,Muslims... butwhat does that
mean?Ajit Pawarhasnot spokenagainst
me.Hedidn’taskmetorefrainfromspeak-
ingonthisissue.Whateveriscominginthe
papers,hereads.AsaMarathaworkerora
leader,ifhewantstosaysomethingontheir
issues,hecansayit.

SandeepSingh:Whatisyourparty’s
stanceonthesame?

Every party has one stance. ‘Will the
Marathavotesgoawayfromus?Sowhat-
ever has tohappen, let it happen. But our
votesshouldbesecure.’Buttheyarenotun-
derstanding thatMarathas don’t account
formorethan16to20percentof thetotal
voteshare.Because54percentvoteisOBC.
Wesayonly54percent,then20percentis
SC/ST and three per cent at least are
Brahmins, so that takes the tally to77per
cent. Then you take others such as Jains,
among others. According to my study,
Marathas are16per cent. But thepolitical
power,musclepower,moneypower,allof
itrestswiththem.Andnowour(OBC) peo-
plearescaredof them.Theyfear ‘Willthey
takeawaymysugarcane?’‘Theyhavesugar
factories and thenmysugarcaneswill dry
up.’ ‘Theyhave thebanks, they think ‘will
theynotgivememymoney?’ Inpolitics, if
one Banjara stands up, then another
Dhangarmay stand up against him and
theymayendupfighting.Inthemeantime,
theseunitedMarathaswillwatchandrule.
Butslowly, this ischanging.Weareorgan-
ising rallies, explainingwhat ishappening
and telling themthat because of reserva-
tion,someofyourpeoplehavebecomedoc-

tors, engineers, andgone to Zila Parishad.
Andnow, if this really bigpowerful group
comes, then it’s all over.Wewill get noth-
ing.Thisisthefear.

WearenotagainstMarathareservation.
WhenPrithvirajChavanmadeanact,Isup-
ported it. Give it to them separately.
Fadnavismadeanotheract.Isaiddon’tpush
us.Do it for them,butdo it separatelyand
notmakeabackdoorentry.Thisisourgriev-
ance. You should fill the gaps or cure dis-
crepanciesasSChasaskedyoutoandgive
aseparatereservation.

TheCMsaid thatManoj Jarange-Patil
andothersaresaying that theyareKunbis
and the old records duringNizamperiod
are inTelangana, therefore thecommittee
should be formed and scrutinise if the
records are available.Wesaid, in that case
the reservation should be given if Kunbi
recordsarefoundastheyautomaticallybe-
come part of OBCs. Later they said only
5,000 such recordswere found. But the
number kept on increasing to13,000and
15,000inaspanoftwodays.ThenJarange-
Patilmade ademand that allMarathas in
MarathwadashouldbegivenKunbicertifi-
cates.ThentheydemandedallMarathasbe
givenKunbi certificates. Then the three-
judgecommitteewenttoseveralvillagesto
decidemodalities.Nowtheyaresaying57
lakh recordswere foundofwhich30 lakh
wereoldones.ThentheyaddedtheSageso-
yare(extendedfamily)clause.Itisaffecting
theOBCs. Iamoftheopinionthatof the10
percentEWSquota,8.5percent isavailed
bypersons fromtheMarathacommunity.
They are alsopart of the40per cent open
category. Someof theMarathas have got
Kunbi certificates by giving bribes. OBCs
couldnot avail reservation throughEWS.
Youare leaving the sea andwant to enter
thewell where people fromnearly 374
castesareseekingreservation.Marathasare
not getting any special benefit but it is
satyanash(endgame)fortheOBCs

OmkarGokhale:OBCMahasangh
PresidentBabanraoTaywadesaidthat
thenotificationisnotgoingtoaffect
theOBCs.

Thereare374castes inOBCsandthere
areseveralleaderswhowillputforththeir
say. The other day somepeople said they
are forming a party (for theOBCs). They
thinknolossiscausedtoOBCs.Howisthat
possible?Oncetheygetreservation, itwill
bedifficultforustofilecasesforeachwrong
certificatebeingawarded.

OmkarGokhale:Wastherewasno
consensuswithinthegovernment?

Nobody askedus.Now there is a sub-

committeeofMarathasunder the leader-
shipofministerChandrakantPatil. I’mnot
apartofthatcommittee.Thefirsttimethey
conveyedaboutdecisionsrelatedtoKunbi
certificates, itwas in agist and Justice (re-
tired) SandeepKShindeCommittee’s re-
porthasnotbeengiventousyet.

VallabhOzarkar:You’vetenderedyour
resignationfromtheMinistry.Why?

IresignedonNovember16,2023,even
thoughnoonehaddemandedmyresigna-
tion.ImadeaconsciousdecisionsinceIwas
going toaddressa rally inAmbad (in Jalna
district) forOBCsandwasgoingtoputmy
views,maybeagainst thegovernmentde-
cision.ThatiswhyIthoughtIshouldresign.
Whileonmywaytotherally,Ireceivedsev-
eral calls frommyparty to not announce
thesameinpublic.IntheAmbadrally,Isaid
I donot bother aboutmyministership or
MLAshipandIwillfightfortheOBCs.When
I returned from the rally, CM and two
DeputyCMsconfrontedme.AjitPawarsaid
I have forwarded your resignation to the
CM.HesaidyoucantalkabouttheOBCsbut
donot reveal thatyouhave tenderedyour
resignation. I agreedanddidn’t announce
it. Butwhen a ruling partyMLA from the
ShindegroupcommentedthatIshouldbe
kickedout of theministry, I felt enough is
enough.AndItalkedaboutmyresignation.

ZeeshanShaikh:Inthe’90s,Sharad
Pawarwasstandinginyoursupport
duringyourrallies.Areyousatisfied
withthesupportthatyouaregetting
fromthecurrentpartyleadership?

There are several leaderswhoarenot
speaking. Elections are around the corner
and everybody wants Maratha votes.
Everybodyisscaredbecauseofvotes.But I
want to tell themthat those votes arenot

more than20per cent,which are also di-
videdinseveralparties. Ifyougotothevil-
lages, youwill know something is very
wrongaboutthis.

ZeeshanShaikh:Therearetalksthat
youwilljointheBJP.

Asa leader I amconnectedwithOBCs
alone.And if something is comingagainst
that, Iwillfight. Iamnotunhappywithmy
party.Theyhavenotaskedmetostop.

ZeeshanShaikh:ManojJarange-Patil
hasn’treceivedanybacklashfromthe
NCPagainstthekindoflanguageused
againstyou.Why?

OurwhipAnil Patil, and spokesperson
AmolMitkari,havecomeoutonrecordand
saidthathe cannotspeaklikethat.

VallabhOzarkar:Youralliesalso
haven’tsupportedyousofar.

There are threeparties that arepart of
therulingallianceandeachoneofthemre-
quiresupportfromtheMarathas.

VallabhOzarkar:Despitethis,youstill
wanttobeinthegovernment?

Ihavealreadygivenmyresignation.Ask
theChiefMinistertothrowmeout.

MihirVasavda:Thecurrentchief
minister,EknathShinde,isathis
positionafterseveralpolitical
developments.Doeshehavethe
authorityonthissubject?

Whetherhehas an authority orman-
datetomakedecisionsinconcernwiththis
matter, shouldbeasked tohim. I raisemy
voicewhereverIthinkheisdoingitwrong.
Allthedocumentspertainingtothecourt’s
judgements areon record,which showed
howfalsecertificatespertainingtoMaratha

reservationwereissuedbythestate.

AlokDeshpande:Manypeoplehave
raisedquestionsbasedonthelegality
ofthisordinance.What’syouropinion?

Thenotification at the end clearly said
that it is appliednotonly toOBCs,butalso
toScheduledCastes,de-notifiedtribes,no-
madictribesandspecialbackwardcategory.
Secondly,all thereportssubmittedbyvar-
ious commissions’ reports including
KakasahebKalelkar, BDDeshmukh, then
BPMandal Report,Mutatkar committee,
andKhatri Committee have said that the
Marathasarenotbackward.MGGaikwad
CommissionapprovedbutSupremeCourt
rejected. Theword ‘Sage-Soyare’ has no
mentioninanyreligiousorlegaltextsorany
constitutional debates. Howcan govern-
ment committees findout anddecide the
familytree,whichthisgovernmentisallow-
ing?IftheSChassaidthatthepreviousCMs
belonging to theMaratha communitydid
not include them inbackward classes list,
doesitnotmeanthatwhatiscurrentlybe-
ingdoneiswrong?

AlokDeshpande:Iftherearesomany
decisionsbythecourts,howisthe
governmentgrantingreservations,
accordingtoyou?

TheChiefMinister on January 25 said
that hehad taken theoathof Chhatrapati
ShivajiMaharaj that hewill giveMaratha
reservation and nowhehas fulfilled the
promise.Howhashegiventhereservation
when theMaharashtra State Backward
Class Commission is still working on
Marathareservation?Thecurativepetition
is before the Supreme Court.When the
matter is before the Commission and
SupremeCourt howcananybodydeclare
Marathareservation?Also,ifMarathareser-
vationisdone,whyisJarange-Patilgoingon
fastagain.

OmkarGokhale:Doyouthink
Marathashavebeenmisled?

I really don't know. Once you set the
processof issuanceofKunbicertificates,to
allMarathas,thenanybodycanprocurethe
certificatesmisusing the lacunaandclaim
reservationunderOBC.

VijayYadav: Areyougoingtocourt?
Yesdefinitely.

SandeepSingh:Howhasyour
communicationbeenwiththeCM,and
thetwoDeputyCMsonthisissue?

If theydon’twanttodiscuss,whatcanI
do. I amputting acrossmyviews through
publicralliesandpublicforums.

SandeepSingh:Willthisbethebiggest
pollplankinMaharashtra?

Itwillcertainlybeanissue.

ShubhangiKhapre:Doyouthinkthe
CMwantedtoprojecthimselfasa
leaderofMarathas?

It ispossible.MessiahofMarathas.

ZeeshanShaikh:Congresshasasked
for50percentreservationtobe
removed.Isthatsomethingthatneeds
tobedone?

Yes.I’vebeensayingfromthestartabout
undertakingacastecensus,andthenitwill
be revealedhowuntrueare things that all
thepoliticalpartiesfeel.Especiallythatthe
Marathasare60percent.Second,increase
EWS bymore 10 per cent. Before EWS,
manyagitationsof Jat, Patidar, Kapuwere
going on. From the day EWS was an-
nounced,allthosepeopleturnedsilent.

AlokDeshpande:Doyouseeanational
roleasanOBCleader?

My only concern is to save the OBC
quota first.Whatwould I dowith thena-
tionalrole?

ShubhangiKhapre:Doyouthinkthere
waspoliticswithinthegovernment?
DidEknathShindewanttoundermine
MrFadnavisorAjitPawar?

WhatIcansee,youcanalsosee.Iamgo-
ingtoralliesandopenlysayingthings.

SandeepSingh:Youwillbecome
politicallythemostimportantperson
toconsolidatethesecastes.

Idon’tcareaboutwhathappenstome.
I amonly concerned about theOBCs.We
will consolidate these castes andwill cre-
atefearoflosingOBCvotesamongleaders.

MohamedThaver:Doyoufearany
actionforspeakingout?

Iamnotscaredofanything.

ShubhangiKhapre:Whydoyouthink
DevendraFadnavisisnotspeakingon
thisissue?

He is kindof helpless.Maybe, he feels
thathewillbetargetedforbeingaBrahmin.
Also,thereisanelectionahead.

ZeeshanShaikh:Doyoufearbacklash
fromMarathavoters?

I’mnotbotheredaboutmyministership
orMLAchair.Buttakeitfromme,Iwouldbe
electedwith a thumpingmajority, for the
fifth time, on the basis of mywork. And
Marathaswould also vote forme as they
wantdevelopment.

WHY CHHAGAN BHUJBAL

Chhagan Bhujbal, senior
leader of the Nationalist
Congress Party, Minister of
Food, Civil Supplies and
Consumer Protection in the
Maharashtra government, and
one of the tallest OBC leaders,
is on a mission to safeguard
OBC reservation in the
backdrop of the ongoing
Maratha reservation agitation
led by social activist Manoj

Jarange-Patil and CM Eknath
Shinde-led state government’s
moves. Known for his pro-
Mandal stance, which led him
to quit the Shiv Sena in the
early ’90s, Bhujbal has
maintained his identity as an
OBC leader. In the Ajit Pawar-
led NCP, a party primarily
dominated by the Marathas,
Bhujbal is aggressively taking
on his own government

I raise my voice, wherever
I think he (Eknath
Shinde) is doing it wrong.
All the documents
pertaining to the court’s
judgements are on record,
which showed how false
certificates pertaining to
Maratha reservation were
issued by the state

I am not bothered about
my ministership or MLA
chair. But take it from
me, I’d be elected by the
people with a thumping
majority, for the fifth
time, on the basis of the
work I’ve done. Marathas
would also vote for me as
they want development

‘Idon’tcarewhathappenstome.We’llcreate
fear of losing OBC votes among leaders’
NCPleaderChhaganBhujbalonbeingkeptinthedarkaboutthegovernment’snotificationonMarathareservationandwhypoliticiansare
scaredofspeakingthetruthtoMarathas.ThissessionwasmoderatedbyAlokDeshpande,SpecialCorrespondent,TheIndianExpress,Mumbai
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There are several leaders
who are not speaking.
Elections are around the
corner and everybody
wants Maratha votes and
is scared. But those votes
are not more than 20 per
cent, which are also
divided in several parties

ChhaganBhujbal, seniorNCPLeaderandMinisterof Food,Civil SuppliesandConsumerPotection, inconversationwithAlokDeshpande,SpecialCorrespondent,The IndianExpress,Mumbai.AmitChakravarty
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Market Watch
4HIGHVALUE FIRMS SEERISE INMCAP
FOUR OF the top-10 most valued firms together added Rs 2.18 lakh crore in
market valuation last week, with Life Insurance Corporation (LIC) and State
Bank of India (SBI) emerging as the biggest gainers. From the top-10 pack,
Reliance Industries, Tata Consultancy Services, LIC and SBI were the gainers.PTI

JATINGROVER
NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY11

THEGOVERNMENTwill actasa
regulator for the online gaming
sector rather an industry-led
self-regulatory organisation
(SRO). Theministryof electron-
ics and information technology
(MeitY) will now prepare a
framework for permitting and
certifying online gameswhich
involvemoney,officials said.

Earlier, MeitY had proposed
anSROandaskedtheindustryto
submit proposals to this effect.
However, officials said that the
proposalsreceivedwereheavily
dominated by gaming compa-
nies and their industry associa-
tions, and therefore would not
havebeenabletoactasaneutral
regulatorybody.

As per IT rules, online real
money games need to be ap-
proved by a regulatory body.
Online games,which do not in-
volverealmoney,donotrequire
anyregulatorynod.

Thegovernmenthadnotified
theonlinegamingrulesonApril
6, 2023 and had given three-
months to the industry tocome
up with proposals for SROs. It
had planned to notify three
SROs.

"TheSROapplicationsweare
getting are too industry domi-

nated.Sowearerejectingthem,"
RajeevChandrasekhar,minister
of state for electronics and IT
said."We have said very clearly,
wedon'twantSROs thatwill be
controlled by industry. We
wantedittoberepresentativeof
a wider base andwe didn't re-
ceive any application like that,"
Chandrasekharsaid,addingthat
inabsenceofSRO,bydefaultthe
government continues to regu-
late thespace.

Chandrasekhar,however,did
not share further details on the
framework the government is
comingupwith.

It was expected that apart
frompeoplewith experience in
onlinegaming,SROswillalsoin-

clude educationists, psycholo-
gists, individuals dealing with
protectionofchildrightsandin-
formation & communication
technologyexperts.

Officials said that govern-
ment analysed four proposals
submitted by All India Gaming
Federation (AIGF), Esports
Players Welfare Association
(EPWA), All India Gaming
Regulator (AIGR) Foundation &
from a consortium of the E-
Gaming Federation (EGF) and
theFederationof IndianFantasy
Sports (FIFS). But, none of them
met thestatedrequirements.

Thegovernmenthasrecently
setupagroupofministerstodis-
cuss the regulatory framework
fortheindustrybutit'slikelythat
a clear regulatory structurewill
emerge only after the general
elections. In December, compa-
nies such as Dream Sports,
Games24x7, aswell as industry
associations had sought clarity
from the government on a code
ofconductforthesector.Thiswas
relatedtoactualimplementation
of notified rules, framework on
responsible gaming and player
protection,financialfrauds,gam-
ingcertification,amongotheras-
pects. These aspects need to be
definedbytheregulator.

Among other things, the in-
dustry has sought a Sebi-like
regulator for thesector. FE

MEITYTOPREPAREGUIDELINESSOON

IN THE next decade or so, India
will be “significantly ahead” of
China in semiconductor design,
researchandmanufacturing,ac-
cording to RAJEEV
CHANDRASEKHAR,Ministerof
State for Electronics and IT. He
also feels that the government
will giveway toanumberof in-
dependent regulators and its
roleinenforcingtechnologylaws
willreduce.Inaninterviewwith
SOUMYARENDRA BARIK, he
spokeaboutChina’sinfluenceon
the Indian tech ecosystem, the
futureofAIregulationsandhow
the government plans to deal
withmisinformation ahead of
this year’s Lok Sabha election.
Editedexcerpts:

Whileyoumanagedtopass
thedataprotectionActand
madesomechangestotheIT
Rules, thereareconcernsthat
inthe last twoyears,weare
seeingagreaterdegreeof
centralisationinthe laws.
Thegovernmentseemstobe
exertingevergreatercontrol
over it.Howdoyourespond
tothoseconcerns?

Havingthegovernmentregu-
latetheinternetisaconcern,but
it is not based on the reality of
what the governmentwants to
do. We are trying to create a
framework of laws thatwill en-
sureabalanced relationshipbe-
tween consumers and the plat-
forms based on accountability,
safety and trust. Any disputes
arisingbetweenthemwillbead-
judicatedbyeitheranindepend-
entregulatororthecourtsystem.
The government does notwant
tobe thearbiterof anysuchdis-
putes. Unfortunately, we have
beendraggedintothisforseveral
yearsnowbecauseofSection79
oftheITAct.Foralongtime,con-
sumers have looked to the gov-
ernmenttoresolvedisputesand
whenplatformsbehavelikethey
are not accountable, because
they have this free pass and im-
munity, it becomes the govern-
mentof India'sproblem.

Goingahead,will the
government’s role in
enforcingtechregulations
increase?

I don't see thegovernment's
role in any way expanding. In
fact,forsomethings,likeforcon-

tent takedowns, the govern-
ment’srolewilldiminish.Either
therewillbeindependentregu-
lators like the data production
board, or therewill be the court
of law. My own assessment is
that competition issueswill be
dealtwithovertimebythecom-
petitioncommission.Theissues
of privacy, data protectionwill
bedealtwithbythedataprotec-
tion board. Then there will be
harmsthatwillbedealtwithby
laws and provisions under law,
whichwillbeadjudicatedbythe
judicial system.

AIhasbecomethisbig
buzzword.Thegovernment
hasindicatedthatitlargely
viewsthetechnology
favourably.Butinthenext
decadeorso,whatdoyou
thinkourregulatoryapproach
towardsAIshouldbe?

AI existed 35 years ago. It is
like the perfect storm has hap-
pened in the last five years,
which is why we have this
breakthrough of generative AI.
You now have availability of
GPUs, and the ability to scrape
the internet and create trillions
of parameters that you can use
to train a model, which was
never there before. AI, without
any ambiguity and without
overstating it, is the greatest in-
vention in our lifetimes. It has
tremendouspowertotransform
thewaywelookathealth,gover-
nance, education, securityetc.

Butwealsounderstand that
if wedon't put the guardrails in
place, AI can also go off and ex-
plode into areas thatwill cause
harm. That is why we need a
global framework forAI thatwe
are pushing for through the
GPAI.

Sofarnon-stateactorsdid
nothaveaccess tocutting
edgehardwaretechwhich
gavegovernmentsanupper
handoverthem.Butthat
couldchangewithAI.One
doesn'tneedtopassona
fighterplanetoaterrorist
anymore,butasimple
algorithmcouldbe
weaponised...

There iscommoditisationof
electronics. TheHouthis in the
Middle East today are dealing
with big navies with drones,

whichareChinese-made.Now,
withWhatsAppandothermes-
senger services that have end-
to-end encryption, it poses a
significant security challenge
especially when people who
are bad guys are using it. So
there is a change even in law
enforcement, in intelligence
gathering and in the way you
look at threats.

Whatdoyouthinkis the
futureof encrypted
messagingplatformslike
WhatsApp?Assomeonefrom
thegovernment,howwill
your lensevolvetowards
them?

Wearemakingplatformsac-
countable for ensuring there is
no unlawful content or activity
on the platforms. So it is not in-
cumbentonus todetectandre-
portfortakedowns,butforthem
tofigureoutwaysofeitheredu-
cating their consumers or put-
tingitveryclearlyintermsofuse
that therearecriminalandlegal
consequencestotheconsumers

if theyviolatethetermsofuse…
In the future, platformswill be
accountable for the conduct of
their users. If a crime is being
committed on their platform,
companieswillhavetohelplaw
enforcement reach the user or
faceconsequences themselves.

HowdoyouseeChina’s
influence,orpresence in
India’s techspacegoing
ahead?

Giventhepoliciesofourgov-
ernment, I will safely bet with
youthatwewillbesignificantly
ahead of China in semiconduc-
tors, in design, research and
manufacturing. I'mgivingyoua
goalpost,thiswillhappeninthe
next10years. Intheglobalvalue
chainofelectronicsmanufactur-
ing,wewerealmostzeroandab-
sent a decade ago, we are at
whereweare todayataround8
per cent. Wewant to get to 20
per cent by about 2027-29. The
consumption and demand for
electronicsisgoingupindouble
digits.WhileChinatodayhas70
plus per cent of the $1.5 trillion
valuechainforelectronics,going
ahead, themarket will grow to
$2trillion,ofwhichChina’sshare
will come down to about 50 to
54percentandthatbalance20-
25 percent would be hopefully
dividedamongstIndia,Vietnam
andsomeothercountries.

Internally,manyhardware
companieshaveexpressed
concernsaboutthe
predictabilityaroundtheir
businesswiththeirsuppliers

fromChina.Theyfeara
discriminatorybehaviour
fromthegovernment
towardssuchsuppliers.How
doyourespondtothose
concerns?

We anticipate that as prod-
uct manufacturing grows in
India, for IT hardware, servers,
smartphones,thenaturalconse-
quencewillbethatthevendors,
thesupplychainwillalsolookto
start their capacities in India.
Some of themwill be Chinese.
Dowethinkwearegoingtopro-
hibit all Chinese companies?
There is no policy to that ac-
count, as long aswemake sure
that these companies are open,
transparent, and work under
Indian law.

Onsemiconductors,wehave
hadtheMicrondeal,but it
hasbeenrelativelyquiet
sincethen. Is thereany
update?

I have an update, which is
that on the back of theMicron
plant,we have got two very ex-
citing and credible companies.
One of them is Tata, the second
oneisanameIcan'treallyquote
till I get their permission, but it
isabignameinthefoundrybusi-
ness.We also have a number of
packagingplantproposals.After
someof thosemissteps thatwe
made in the early dayswith the
Vedanta Foxconn proposal, we
are at a placewhere India is de-
veloping as an investment des-
tinationforsemiconductorman-
ufacturing,packaging, research,
designandtalent.

Weareheadingtowardsthis
year’sgeneralelection,which
iswhenalotofobjectionable
activityonsocialmedia
platformsescalates.Areyou
equippedtodealwiththat?

The Election Commision is
determined tomake sure there
isnointerventionofanykindon
social media in our democratic
process.Therulestodayarevery
clear. Itgivestheappropriateau-
thority, the powers to do the
rightthingintermsofprosecut-
ingthosewhoproliferatemisin-
formationorfakeinformationor
anything that is detrimental to
the electoral process. Certainly,
beforetheelections,wewillsen-
sitiseplatforms.
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THECENTRE’S direct tax collec-
tions, net of refunds, stood at
`15.6 trillion as on February 10
in the current financial year,
which is 20.3%higher onyear, a
release issued by the finance
ministry said.

Thecollectionsaccountedfor
80.2% of the revised estimate
(RE) target forFY24.

The RE has pegged the gov-
ernment’s direct taxmop-up at
`19.5 trillion, higher than `18.2
trillionpeggedintheBudgetes-
timate (BE)of FY24.

At20.3%,thedirecttaxcollec-
tions so far exceeds the 17.2%
year-on-year growth projected
in the RE of FY24, indicating a
possibilityofactualmop-upsur-
passing theRE.

Of the total collections, the
corporateincometax(CIT)mop-
up registered 13.6% growth on
year, and PIT mop-up grew by
26.9%.

ThePITcollectionsincluding
SecuritiesTransactionsTax(STT)
rose27.2%onyearbetweenApril
1andFebruary10.

Also, refunds amounting to
`2.77trillioncrorehavebeenis-
sued during the period, the fi-
nanceministry said.

The gross (pre-refunds) di-
rect tax collections between
April1andFebruary10stoodat
`18.28 trillion, up17.3%onyear.
Within this, gross CIT and PIT
mop-uproseby9.2%and25.7%,
year-on-year, respectively. FE

PRASANTASAHU
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LARGE CENTRAL public-sector
entities—companiesandunder-
takings (CPSEs)— achieved 83%
oftheircombinedcapitalexpen-
diture target for FY24 in April-
Januarybyspending`6.09trillion,
supporting the public capex-led
economicgrowthrevival.

Onanannualbasis,theseen-
tities’capexgrewby20%onyear
inthefirsttenmonthsofthecur-
rent financial year compared
with`5.06trillionintheyear-ago
period (78%of theFY23target).

The capex target for the
CPSEsandotheragencieswasset
at `7.33 trillion for FY24, 13%
higher than the achievement of
`6.48 trillion inFY23.

Railways and the National
Highways Authority of India
(NHAI)withlargebudgetarysup-
portaswellaspetroleum/energy
CPSEsarethelargestpublic-sec-
tor investors that play akey cat-
alytic role in crowding capex
fromotherentities.

In April-January 2024, the
Railway Board invested `2.03
trillion in projects or 83% of its
annual target of `2.44 trillion.
The achievement till January in
the current financial year was
34%higheronyear.TheRailways
have been investing heavily in
capacity improvement works
such as doubling/quadrupling,
electrification and introducing
anarrayof high-speed trains.

InApril-JanuaryofFY24,NHAI
invested`1.44trillionor89%ofits

annualtargetof`1.62trillion.The
largecapexpushthroughrailways
andNHAIhelpsboostjobcreation.

Petroleum CPSEs are ramp-
inguptheirrefiningcapacityand
green transition. Fuel retailer-
cum-refiner Indian Oil
Corporation (IOC) achieved a
capexof`35,524croreor117%of
itsannualtargetof`30,395crore
inApril-Januaryof FY24.

ONGC,thetopCPSEplayerin
oil and gas exploration, has
achievedacapexof`27,448 crore
inthefirsttenmonthsofthecur-
rent financial year or 91% of the
annual targetof `30,125crore.

Fuelretailer-refinerHPCLhas
achievedacapexof`15,010crore
till January as against the FY24
target of `10,210 crore, or 147%
of theannual target.Powergen-
erationmajorNTPChasinvested
`18,761croreinApril-Januaryof
FY24,84%of its annual target.

ThecapitalformationinIndia
in recent years was led by the
publicsector,mainlythecentral
government,stategovernments
andstate-runenterprises. FE

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY11

THEGOVERNMENTisexamining
foreign direct investment from
ChinainPaytmPaymentsServices
Ltd(PPSL), thepaymentaggrega-
tor subsidiary of One97
CommunicationsLtd,sourcessaid.

InNovember2020, PPSLhad
applied for a licence with the
ReserveBankofIndia(RBI)toop-
erateasapaymentaggregatorun-
der theguidelines onRegulation
of Payment Aggregators and
PaymentGateways.

However,inNovember2022,
RBI rejected PPSL's application
and asked the company to re-
submit it, so as to complywith
PressNote3underFDI rules.

One97Communications Ltd
(OCL) has investment from
Chinese firmAntGroupCo.

Subsequently, the company
filedtherequiredapplicationon
December 14, 2022 with
Government of India for past

downwardinvestmentfromOCL
into the company in order to
comply with Press Note 3 pre-
scribedunderFDIguidelines.

Aninter-ministerialcommit-
tee is examining investments
from China in PPSL and a deci-
sionwould be taken on the FDI
issueafterdueconsiderationand
comprehensive examination,
sources said.

Under PressNote3, thegov-
ernmenthadmade its prior ap-
provalmandatoryforforeignin-
vestments in any sector from
countriesthatsharelandborder
withIndiatocurbopportunistic
takeoversof domestic firms fol-
lowingtheCOVID-19pandemic.

Countries which share land
borders with India are China,
Bangladesh, Pakistan, Bhutan,
Nepal, Myanmar and
Afghanistan.

A Paytm spokesperson said
PPSL applied for an online
Payment Aggregator (PA) appli-
cation foronlinemerchants and
theregulatorsubsequentlyasked
PPSLtoseeknecessaryapprovals
for past downward investment
and resubmit the application.
"Thisispartoftheregularprocess
whereeverybodyapplying for a
payment aggregator licencehas
to get FDI approval," the
spokespersonsaid.

The spokesperson said PPSL
followedtherelevantguidelines
andsubmittedallrelevantdocu-

ments to the regulator within
the stipulated time. During the
pending process, PPSL was al-
lowedtocontinuewithitsonline
payment aggregation business
forexistingpartnerswithouton-
boardinganynewmerchants.

"Since then the ownership
structure has changed. The
Paytm founder remains the
largest stakeholder in the com-
pany. Ant Financial reduced its
stake in OCL to less than 10 per
centinJuly2023.Subsequently,it
does not qualify for beneficial
companyownership.OCLfound-
ing promoter nowholds a 24.3
per cent stake. Therefore, your
understandingofFDIfromChina
inPPSLisincorrectandmislead-
ing," thespokespersonsaid.

TheReserveBanklastmonth
barred Paytm Payments Bank
Ltd, an associate company of
OCL, fromacceptingdepositsor
top-ups in any customer ac-
count,prepaidinstruments,wal-
lets, andFASTags, amongothers
afterFebruary29,2024.

‘Don’t see govt role (in enforcing tech
laws) expanding... it will diminish’

Govt panel examining FDI flow from
China into Paytm Payments Services

PaytmPaymentsServices is
thepaymentaggregator
subsidiaryofOne97
CommunicationsLtd

VIVEATSUSANPINTO
MUMBAI, FEBRUARY11

SCEPTICALBUYERSofdairyprod-
ucts such asmilk and gheehave
a ready solution fromKolkata-
basedITCtoensuresafety:Scana
QRcodeandget a virtual tour of
the dairy farmwhere the prod-
ucts aremade. The virtual tour
promises a peak into the health
ofthecows,thefoodtheyeat,the
qualityofmilkproducedandthe
chemical-freemanufacturing
processofdairyproducts.

AsBSumant,executivedirec-
tor at ITC explains, the effort is
partof the firm'swider"Mission

DigiArc"initiative,whichhasseen
the company deploy its "Sixth
Sense", basically itsmarketing
anddigitalcommandcentreand
data hub, tomap consumer be-
haviour,craftpersonalised brand
communicationmessages and
useartificialintelligenceforprod-
uctdevelopment.

"We have accelerated the
adoptionof digital technologies,
includingartificialintelligenceap-
plications across different nodes
of our business. The aim is to
mainstream thedigital-first cul-
turetocreatenewsourcesofcom-
petitiveadvantage,"Sumantsaid.

ITCisnotaloneonthisdigital
journey. FromMarico to Dabur

andHindustanUnilever (HUL),
fast-moving consumer goods
(FMCG) companies are usingAI,
machinelearningandpredictive
analysis to get real-time con-
sumerinsightsforlaunchingnew

products,understandingmarket
trends and improvingmanufac-
turinganddistributionprocesses.

Take another case in point.
Mumbai-basedMarico, maker
of the Parachute and Saffola

brands,forinstance,launchedan
onion hair oil under Parachute
Advansedafewquartersagous-
ing Google search trends. The
aimwas to tap into thegrowing
interest in onion hair oils that
keptcomingupinsearchtrends,
thecompanysaid.

Inpremiumpersonalcare,for
instance, Marico has launched
skin analyser tools using AI and
machine learningcapabilities to
analyse different parameters of
the skin andmakepersonalised
recommendationstoconsumers.

These initiatives have seen
the company surpass the `400-
crorerunrateintermsoftopline
foritsdigital-firstbrandswithin

thepremiumpersonalcareport-
folio in Q3FY24, Saugata Gupta,
MD& CEO,Marico said in a re-
cent investor call.

Daburhastakendigitaltech-
nology to the next level, CEO
MohitMalhotra said, by adopt-
ing a cloud-only approach that
will help improve its services to
retailers,consumers,tradepart-
ners and employees. “The cre-
ationofadigitalcorewithenable
Dabur to access real-time data
insights and adapt to evolving
customer andmarket needs,”
Malhotra said.

At HUL’s post-resultsmedia
interaction last month, CEO &
MDRohit Jawasaidthefirmwas

building its digital capabilities
apart from stepping up invest-
ments in its beauty portfolio for
the future. This thought process
atHULhastakenshapewiththe
speed with which product
launches have been unveiled,
Jawa said, taking consumer
learnings quickly to the factory
floor.Inbeauty,forinstance,HUL
isusing tools suchasvirtual try-
onswithbrandssuchasLakme.

In food, HUL's move to
quickly introduce the Korean
MealPotunderKnorrlastyearto
tap into the K-food trend in the
country was backed up by
launching Korean noodles in
Q3FY24, Jawasaid. FE

Direct tax
mop-up rises
20%, at 80%
of FY24 goal

REUTERS
NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY11

CHINA'S XIAOMI has told New
Delhi that smartphone compo-
nentsuppliersarewaryaboutset-
tingupoperations in India amid
heavyscrutinyofChinesecompa-
nies by the government, accord-
ingtoaletterandasourcewithdi-
rectknowledgeof thematter.

Xiaomi, which has the
biggest share in India's smart-
phonemarket at 18%, also asks
in the letter dated Feb. 6 that
Indiaconsiderofferingmanufac-
turing incentives and lowering
import tariffs for certain smart-
phonecomponents.

The Chinese company as-
sembles smartphones in India
withmostly local components
and the rest imported from
China andelsewhere. The letter
is Xiaomi's response to a query
from India's information tech-
nology ministry asking how
NewDelhi can further develop
the country's componentman-
ufacturingsector.

In the letter, Xiaomi India
PresidentMuralikrishnanB.said
Indianeeded toworkon"confi-
dencebuilding"measurestoen-
couragecomponentsuppliersto
setupoperations locally.

Glare on Chinese
firms unnerving
smartphone
parts suppliers:
Xiaomi to govt

GAININGACOMPETITIVE EDGE

■FMCGcompaniesare
usingAI,machine learning
andpredictiveanalysis to
gleanconsumer insights.

■Theyareusingthis to
launchnewproducts,

understandmarket trends
&improvemanufacturing
anddistributionprocesses.

■ ITC,Dabur,Maricoand
HULareamongthefirms
usingsuchtechnology

FMCG companies turn to AI, tech for consumer behaviour insights

GOVTSTEPS IN
■Ministryhad
proposedanSRO,asked
industry forproposals

■Officials saythe
proposalswereheavily
dominatedbygaming
companiesandtheir
industryassociations.

■Asper ITRules,online
realmoneygamesneed
tobeapprovedbya
regulatorybody

Proposals for industry
body rejected, Centre
to regulate e-gaming

FY23
`5,05,880crore
78%offull-yeartarget

FY24
`6,09,254crore
83%offullyear-target

CPSECAPEX
(Apr-Jan)

At `6.09 tn, CPSE
investments 20%
higher in Apr-Jan

NewDelhi:State-ownedOil and
NaturalGasCorporation(ONGC)
Sunday reported a 14 per cent
drop in net profit for the third
quarterasoil andgasprices fell.

The company posted stand-
alonenetprofitof`9,536crorein
October-December,13.7percent
lower than`11,045croreposted
inthesameperiod lastyear. PTI

ONGC Q3 profit
declines 14% on
lower oil prices



UNITEDKINGDOM

KingCharles
thankspublicfor
supportafter
cancerdiagnosis
London: Britain’s King
Charles III Sunday ex-
pressed his “heartfelt
thanks” to the British
public for theirmessages
of support ever since his
cancer diagnosis was re-
vealed by Buckingham
Palacethisweek.The75-
year-oldmonarchwrote
the message from his
royal estate at
Sandringham inNorfolk,
easternEngland,inwhich
he also expressed his
“lifelong admiration” for
thework done by cancer
charities. On Sunday, a
smilingKingCharlesalso
attended church on the
estate — the first time
since his diagnosis. He
brieflywaved at photog-
raphers as hewalked up
to St. MaryMagdalene's
church, accompanied by
QueenCamilla. PTI

BritainsKingCharles
III andQueenCamilla
inNorfolk,Sunday.AP

TOPOFTHE
WORLD

UNITEDSTATES

Judgeorders
Musktotestify
inpanelprobe
NewYork:Afederaljudge
orderedElonMusktotes-
tify again in the US
Securities and Exchange
Commission’s probe of
his$44billiontakeoverof
Twitter, giving the regu-
latorandthebillionairea
week to agree on a date
andlocationfortheinter-
view.USMagistrateJudge
Laurel Beeler's order for-
malisedatentativeruling
she made in December
that sidedwith the regu-
lator. TheSECsuedMusk
inOctobertocompelhim
totestifyaspartofaprobe
intohis2022purchaseof
Twitter. Musk refused to
attend it. REUTERS

UNITEDKINGDOM

Indianpleads
guiltytokilling
19-year-oldwife
London: A 24-year-old
Indianmanchargedwith
themurderofhis19-year-
oldwifeatahomeinsouth
London last year has
pleaded guilty to the
crime. Sahil Sharmawas
arrestedatthesceneatAsh
TreeWay inCroydon, the
couple's residential ad-
dress, on suspicionof the
murderofMehakSharma
on October 29 evening.
Whenheappearedincus-
tody at Kingston Crown
Court on Thursday, he
pleadedguiltytothemur-
der of Mehak. Both are
Indiannationals. PTI

SOMALIA

Attackkills3
Emiratitroops,
1Bahrainofficer
Dubai: The al-Qaida-
linkedmilitant group al-
Shababclaimedanattack
that killed three Emirati
troopsandaBahrainimil-
itary officer on a training
missionatamilitarybase
intheSomaliacapital,au-
thorities said on Sunday.
The attack on Saturday
targetedthetroopsatthe
General GordonMilitary
Base in Mogadishu.
Details about the attack
andwhetheritkilledoth-
ers remained scarce on
Sunday, though Somalia
President Hassan Sheikh
Mohamud offered his
condolences to the UAE
for the lossof troops. AP

ATA TIMEOFTURMOILFORBRITAIN’SROYALFAMILY, EXHIBITION PROVIDES INSIGHT INTOLIVESOFAFORMERKING&QUEEN

MEGANSPECIA
LONDON,FEBRUARY11

THESILVERcrownissetwithdia-
monds. Rubies, sapphires, emer-
aldsandseedpearlsarepeppered
through thedesign. And the red
velvet cap insidewould be fit to
cushiontheheadofamonarch.

Exceptthatthewholethingis
onlyaninchtall.

Thejeweledminiature,acopy
ofBritain’s ImperialStateCrown,
is part of Queen Mary’s Dolls’
House, on display at Windsor
CastleoutsideLondon,wherethe
everydayobjects,luxuriesandcu-

riosities of royal life in the early
20th century are reproduced at
one-twelfthscale.

ScrutinyofBritain’sroyalfam-
ilywas supercharged this past
week by the announcement of
KingCharlesIII’scancerdiagnosis,
which followed thehospitalisa-
tion of Catherine, Princess of
Wales, inJanuary.

Butwhilethemodernmonar-
chyfindsitselfunderasometimes
unwelcomemicroscope,thedolls’
househas for a century allowed
visitors topeer inside the rooms
ofapalace—albeitatatinyscale.

ThehousewasgiventoQueen
Mary, thewife of KingGeorgeV,

in1924,notasachild’stoy,butas
acarefullyconstructeddepiction
of the best of British craftsman-
ship for a royal who loved all
thingsminiature.

A January 1924 report in The
Times of London described how
Queen Mary, then 57, had in-
spected her gift “and expressed
the keenest appreciation of its
wonders,”which included run-
ningwaterandelectriclifts.

Tocelebratethecentenary,vis-
itors cannowget closer to items
normally housed inside, like the
famedminiature crown,with a
selection presented in a special
displayoutsideitswalls.

“It’s got this instant charm,”
saidKathrynJones,aseniorcura-
tor at theRoyal Collection Trust.
“Butalsoasyoudig intoit, I think
youfindit’squitelayered.”

Windsor Castle’s steady
streamof guests often gaze up-
ward: at the impressively large
RoundTower fortress that looms
overthepalacegrounds,attheor-
nate ceilings of the formal ban-
quethall,andatthemuralshung
highonimposingwalls.

But now they are also being
encouraged to gazedownat the
painstaking details of the dolls’
house,with someof its teeniest
artifacts placed in low cases to

benefitcloseinspection.
Onarecentwinterafternoon,

twowomencrouched to look at
theminiatures,whichareondis-
play in theWaterloo Chamber.
There isa tinygrandpiano, com-
pletewithworkingkeys;aSinger
sewingmachinewithsmallreels
of thread; andaHoover vacuum
cleaner,itscordcarefullywrapped
arounditshandle.

As Jones, the curator, noted:
“You start to see theworld in a
very differentway because you
are loomingover these tiny little
things.”

“YoudofeelabitlikeGulliver,”
sheadded. NYT

QueenCamillaviewsQueenMary’sDolls’House,which ison
display inWindsor,England.NYT

‘Feel a bit like Gulliver’: Peek into a 100-year-old royal dolls’ house

SAJJADHUSSAIN
ISLAMABAD,FEBRUARY11

PAKISTAN COURTS have been
floodedwithpetitionsby losing
candidateswho challenged the
provisional results in their con-
stituencieswithindaysafterthe
highly polarised general elec-
tions, it emergedonSunday.

Imran Khan’s Pakistan
Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) party
claimed that its supported can-
didateshavewonthemaximum
number of seats but the results
weremanipulated to deprive it
of themajority, and in order to
turn the tide, its losing candi-
dateshave throngedthecourts.

According to a report in the
Dawnnewspaper, a vastmajor-
ity of those filing challenges
againstresultsarePTI-backedin-
dependents,includinghigh-pro-
file politicians such as former
Punjab chief minister Parvez
Elahi and his wife Qaisera, for-
merKhyber-Pakhtunkhwa (KP)
financeministerTaimoorJhagra
and ex-KP speaker Mahmood
Jan, Islamabad-based lawyer
Shuaib Shaheen, formerPunjab
health minister Dr Yasmin
Rashid, as well as Rehana Dar,
mother of UsmanDarwhowas
in-chargeyouthaffairsinthePTI
government.

In Lahore, the victories of
PML-N supremoNawaz Sharif,
his daughter Maryam Nawaz,
PML-N Attaullah Tarar and for-
mer defenceminister Khawaja
Asifwereassailedinseparatepe-
titionsbefore thehigh court al-
legingmanipulationofForm47s,
which showedconsolidated re-
sults of every constituency. The
petitionersclaimthattheywere
successful against their oppo-
nentsaspertheForm45,show-
ing results of individual polling
stations, handed to them.
However, in their absence, their
victorieswere allegedly turned

intodefeats in theForm47.
InPP146Sialkot,OmarDar's

wife,RubaOmar,haschallenged
theelectionresults.Accordingto
Form 45, Ruba Omar has won,
but shewas evidently defeated
inForm47duetocollusion.

Maryam's victory fromNA-
119 has been challenged by in-
dependent candidate Shahzad
Farooq,alleging that thepresid-
ingofficersdidnotprovideForm
45, and the returning officer is-
sued the result in his absence.
Farooq claims to have won
against Maryam but was de-
feateddue to rigging.

PML-N's Atta Tarar's victory
from NA-127 has been chal-
lengedbyZahirAbbasKhokhar,
who claimed that Tarar has lost
according to Form 45 but de-
claredhimselfvictoriousinForm
47withevidentcollusion.

In Karachi, three PTI candi-
dates moved the Sindh High
Court, arguing that the election
watchdog, Returning Officer
(ROs),thosewhocompiledForm
47, and others flouted electoral
laws and rigged the entire
process.

The challengers include PTI
provincial chief Haleem Adil

Sheikh, Arsalan Khalid and ad-
vocate Khalid Mehmood, who
contested in NA-238 (East-IV),
NA-248(Central-II)andNA-231
(Malir-III), respectively.

The PTI Sindh president ar-
guedthataspertheForm45ob-
tained by his election agents
fromall polling stations, he had
a clear lead of around 65,000
votes, but MQM-P's Sadiq
Iftikharwas shown as thewin-
ner from NA-238 with over
54,000 in the impugned Form
47, while the petitioner was
placed on second positionwith
over36,800votes. PTI

PETITIONSALSOAGAINSTVICTORIESOFNAWAZSHARIF,HISDAUGHTERMARYAM
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63 PEOPLEMISSING

PHILIPPINESLANDSLIDETOLLRISESTO 54
The death toll from a massive landslide that hit a gold-mining village in the southern
Philippines has risen to 54 with 63 people still missing, authorities said Sunday. The
landslide hit the mountain village of Masara in Davao de Oro province Tuesday.AP

Resultswere
manipulatedto
deprivePTI of its
majority:Party

Supportersof formerPM ImranKhan’sparty blockPeshawar-Islamabadmotorwayaspart
of theirprotestdemandingfreeandfair resultsof thepolls, inPeshawaronSunday.Reuters

DonaldTrumpspeaksataGetOutTheVoterallyatCoastal
CarolinaUniversity inConway onSaturday.AP

AGENCIES
NEWYORK,FEBRUARY11

REPUBLICAN FRONT-RUNNER
Donald Trump said Saturday
that, as president, he warned
NATO allies that he “would en-
courage”Russia“todowhatever
thehell theywant” to countries
that are “delinquent” as he
rampeduphisattacksonforeign
aid and longstanding interna-
tional alliances.

Speakingatarally inConway,
South Carolina,
Trumprecounted
astoryhehastold
before about an
unidentified
NATO member
who confronted
him over his
threat not to de-
fend members
who fail tomeet
NATO’sdefensespendingtargets.
Butthistime,Trumpwentfurther,
sayinghadtoldthememberthat
hewould, in fact, “encourage”
Russia to do as itwishes in that
case. “You didn't pay? You're
delinquent?'”Trumprecounted
saying. “No I would not protect
you. In fact, I would encourage
them to do whatever the hell
they want. You gotta pay. You
gottapayyourbills.'” .

Unhinged, saysWhite
House; allies react

The White House rejected
commentsmadebyTrumpabout
notprotectingNATOalliesfroma
potentialRussianinvasionas“ap-
palling and unhinged.”White

House spokesperson Andrew
Bates,askedaboutTrump'scom-
ments, said, "Encouraging inva-
sionsofourclosestalliesbymur-
derous regimes is appalling and
unhinged - and it endangers
American national security,
globalstabilityandoureconomy
athome."

Top western officials criti-
cisedTrump’s remark.

“Any suggestion that allies
will not defend each other un-
dermines all of our security, in-
cluding that of theUS, and puts

American and
Europeansoldiers
at increased risk",
said NATO
SecretaryGeneral
JensStoltenbergin
a written state-
ment. “Anyattack
on NATO will be
metwithaunited
and forceful re-

sponse,”headded.
Polish Defence Minister

Wladyslaw Kosiniak-Kamysz
wroteonX: “NATO'smotto 'one
for all, all for one' is a concrete
commitment.Underminingthe
credibility of allied countries
means weakening the entire
NATO"."Noelectioncampaignis
an excuse for playing with the
securityof theAlliance."

Germany's foreignministry
posted themessage 'One for all
andall forone'with thehashtag
#StrongerTogetheronitsEnglish
languageXaccount. EUCouncil
President CharlesMichel said:
"Reckless statements on
#NATO's security andArt 5 soli-
darityserveonlyPutin'sinterest."

RACE FOR
THEWHITE

HOUSE

ADITIKHANNA
LONDON,FEBRUARY11

BRITISH PRIMEMinister Rishi
Sunak has said he is “totally up
forthefight”ofpitchinghispoli-
cies to the electorate towin an-
other term for the governing
Conservative Party as he pre-
pares for a general election ex-
pected to take place in the sec-
ondhalf of theyear.

In an interview with The
Timesthisweekend,the43-year-
oldBritish Indian leader saidhe
hadreasonstobeoptimisticbe-
cause the economywas “point-
ing in the right direction” and
that the “future is going to be
better”.

“Because economic condi-
tions have improved, because
the plan is working, you are

starting to see mortgage rates
come down andwe have been
able to cut taxes. I do believe
those pressures are starting to
easeandthathopefullyoverthe
course of this year, we can con-
tinue to make even more
progress,”hesaid.

Inamessageasmuchforthe
votersasfortherebelswithinhis
own Tory ranks, the
Conservative leader reiterated
hisplantocuttaxesforthehard-
workingpeopleof thecountry.

“It'sbecausethosearemyval-
ues, those are the values of my
party. It's onewhere hardwork
shouldberewarded.Actually,the
bestwaytoexpressthatthrough
the tax system is to cut people's
taxes sowhen they areworking
hardtheygettoenjoymoreofthe
rewards of that for themselves
andtheir family,”hesaid. PTI

AGENCIES
RAFAH,DOHA, FEBRUARY11

THEABUMustafafamily'stentis
hard against the high concrete
andmetalfenceseparatingGaza
fromEgypt inRafah, thelastrel-
atively safe place in an enclave
devastatedbyIsrael'smilitaryof-
fensive, but one that may now
alsocomeunderattack.

The family is among more
than amillion Palestinians now
crammed into the area around
Rafah. “Every day, we're on the
run.Beingdisplacedistoughbe-
causeIhavetwodaughterswith
disabilities. I can't carry them
around. I don't have a car or a
cart,” saidLailaAbuMustafa.

“If there will be more dis-

placement, I'mnotmoving,”she
said. Israeli Prime Minister
BenjaminNetanyahu said in an
interview aired on Sunday that
“enough” of the 132 remaining
Israelihostagesheld inGazaare
alive to justify Israel’swar.

“We'regoing to try todoour
besttogetallthosewhoarealive
back and, frankly, also the bod-
ies of the dead," he said.
Netanyahu also said that one
Palestinian civilian has been
killed for every Hamas fighter
killed inGaza.

Meanwhile,Egyptisthreaten-
ing to suspend its peace treaty
withIsraelifIsraelitroopsaresent
intoRafah,where itsays fighting
could force the closure of Gaza’s
main aid supply route, two
Egyptianofficials.

Pushed into a corner, people in
Rafah fear Israeli ground assault

Missing 6-yr-old
girl found dead

AdisplacedPalestinianmangetsahaircut inRafahonSunday.Reuters

Gaza: A 6-year-old Palestinian
girl and the two rescuers who

went looking
for her nearly
twoweeks ago
were found
dead on
Saturday, the
Palestine Red
Crescent said,

Two res-
cuers with the

RedCrescentweredispatchedin
anambulanceontheeveningof
Jan. 29 to find Hind Rajab, who
was believed to be trapped in a
vehicle in Gaza City with six
dead familymembers. NYT

HindRajab

Budapest: The president of
Hungary,aloyalandlargelypow-
erlessallyofthecountry’sauthor-
itarian prime minister, Viktor
Orban,resignedonSaturdayamid
apublic outcryoverherpardon-
ing of aman implicated in a sex
abuse scandal at a children’s
home.PresidentKatalinNovak,an
outspoken champion of tradi-
tional values andHungary’s for-
merministeroffamilyaffairs,an-
nounced her resignation on
television, the latest ina seriesof
prominentfiguresinOrban’scon-
servative governing Fideszparty
felledbysexscandals.

Shequitaspresident,amostly
ceremonial office she has held
since2022, in response towide-
spreadoutrage, includingwithin
Fidesz,overrevelationsthataman
shepardoned last yearhadbeen
convicted of covering up sexual
abuse at a state-run children’s
home.Themanwasamongmore
than 20 people pardoned by
NovaklastApril. NYT

Sunak: Totally up for
the fight to win polls

Hungarian President quits
over sex abuse case pardon

Katalin
Novak

Pleas floodPak courts as candidates
backedby Imran challenge poll results

Islamabad: Pakistan
President Dr Arif Alvi
Sundaysaidthevoters,par-
ticularlywomenandyouth,
have “not only spoken but
shoutedoutloudtheirwill"
inthegeneralelectionsand
urged all political parties
andinstitutionsto“respect
and recognise" the huge
mandateofthecitizens.Alvi
wasaseniormemberofthe
PTIpartybeforeformerPM
Imran Khanmade him the
President in 2018. “I must
congratulate the people of
Pakistan, especially the
women for coming out in
hugenumbers,withstand-
ingallpressuresandstand-
ingup fordemocracy.” PTI

VOTERSSHOUTED
LOUD,RESPECTTHEIR
MANDATE:PRESIDENT

Trump says warned
NATO allies: Pay up
or will tell Russia to
do whatever it wants

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
KYIV, FEBRUARY11

RUSSIAN FORCES launched 45
dronesoverUkraine Sunday in a
five-and-a-half-hourbarrage,of-
ficialssaid,asUkrainianPresident
VolodymyrZelenskyycontinued
thereshuffleofhiswarcabinetas
thewarentersitsthirdyear.

In a statement, theUkrainian
air forcesaidithadshotdown40
of the Iranian-made Shahed
dronesoverninedifferentregions,
includingon theoutskirts of the
country'scapital,Kyiv.

The five-and-a-half-hour at-
tacktargetedagriculturalfacilities
andcoastalinfrastructure,officials
for Ukraine's southern defense
forceswrote on Telegram. They
said that a strike in theMykolaiv
region had injured one person,
sparking a fire and damaging
nearbyresidentialbuildings.

Kyiv announcedSunday that
formerdeputydefenseminister
Lt.Gen.AlexanderPavlyukwould

become thenewcommanderof
Ukraine'sgroundforces. Thepost
waspreviouslyheldbyCol. Gen.
Oleksandr Syrskyi, who was
named on Thursday as the re-
placementforUkraine'soutgoing
military chief, Gen. Valerii
Zaluzhnyi.

Newpresidentialdecreesalso
named Yurii Sodol, the former
headofUkraine'smarinecorps,as
thenewcommanderofUkraine's
combined forces; Brig. Gen. Ihor
Skibiuk as commander of
Ukraine's air assault forces; and
Maj. Gen. Ihor Plahuta as com-
manderofUkraine'sterritorialde-
fenseforces.

Russia launches 45 drones
as Zelenskyy continues
war cabinet reshuffle

AlexanderPavlyuk, the
newcommanderof
Ukrainegroundforces
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RYBAKINATRIUMPHS INABUDHABI
Abu Dhabi: Top seed Elena Rybakina powered to a 6-1 6-4 win
over Russian Daria Kasatkina in the final of the Abu Dhabi
Open on Sunday to lift her second trophy of the season and
seventh overall. REUTERS

PRATYUSHRAJ
NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY11

THEENGLANDfootball legendGaryLineker
onceenviouslysaidabouttheGermansideof
the late1980sand90s: “Football is a simple
game. Twenty-twomen chase a ball for 90
minutesandattheend,theGermansalways
win.”Inthecontextofcricket,thesamecould
besaidaboutAustralia.Theyalwayswinthe
big final, and of late at the expense of India.
In the last sevenmonths alone, they have
beaten India thrice in the final of a global
tournament—first in the World Test
Championship(WTC)finalatTheOval, then
theODIWorldCup final inAhmedabadand
nowintheU-19WorldCupsummitclashin
Benoni.

Unlike India, Australia had stuttered to
the final, enduring a close shave against
Pakistan in the semifinal, butwhen itmat-
teredtheyproducedaruthlessperformance
reminiscentof theirseniorstocrushIndiaby
79runstoclaimtheirfourthU-19title.Piling
253for7,thehighesttotaleverinan U-19fi-
nal, onwhat commentator Ian Bishop de-
scribedas "oneof the fastest surfaces Ihave
everseen foraU-19WorldCup,withsignif-
icant lateralmovement, bounce and carry”,
theybowledout India for174runs.

Needlesstosay,Australia’smediumpac-
ersthrivedonthesurface.CallumVidlerand
Mahli Beardman troubled India’s batsmen
withpace;

Charlie Anderson and Tom Straker sus-
tained the pressurewith tight bowling, be-
fore off-spinner Raf MacMilan reaped the
harvestbygrabbing threewickets.

Vidler, who politely refused to answer
the broadcaster's question on who is the
fastest bowler among, produced the first
jolt for India by removing opener Arshin
Kulkarni cheaply. Adarsh Singh and
MusheerKhansomehowmanaged to sur-
vive the powerplay. But Beardman, who
came as second change, ran through the
top order. The pacer from Dunsborough,
WestAustralia,whohasalreadyplayed for
his state ratchetedupthepace. The terror-
ized batsmenof India looked timid.

As with most pacers from the region,
the legendary Dennis Lillee had a decisive

influence on him. Three years ago, he
pleadedwith theAustralian legendto take
himunderhiswings, butLillee initially re-
fused. "DK (Lillee) had a rule that he
wouldn'tworkwithanyoneuntil theywere
16. I had to do a little bit of waiting and a
little bit ofworkbutwhen Iwas about 15 I
convinced him to finally have a look,"
Beardmanhadtoldreportersaheadof their
semifinal clash against Pakistan.

"Wewent down to the south Perth nets
and had a bowl down there and I got along
reallywellwithhim.Eversincethen,he'sjust
been amassivementor forme. He's such a
greatmantohave inmycorner."

Quick-gun Beardman
Beardman, one of the quickest in the

tournament, struck inhis firstoverdismiss-
ing Musheer Khan, who again struggled
against quality pace. Musheer, who was
dropped at slips by Harry Dixon, never
looked at ease during his 33-ball stay.
Beardman's second victimwas India's cap-
tain and tournament's leading run-getter
Uday Saharan, who slashed one straight to
hiscounterpartHughWeibgenatbackward
point.AdarshSingh,whofoughtthelonebat-
tlewith a fine 47, eventually succumbed to
Beardman’sbouncer.

ThestrappingbowlerwouldthankLillee

at the post-match presentation as well. "I
backedmy short balls and tried to smash it
into thewicket.ThroughDK, I've learnta lot
ofmentalstuff.Thinkingaboutmybowling,
thinking about field settings. He's been in-
credible,alwaysapleasuretobowlalongside
him,"hesaid.

WhatwouldreallyhurtIndiaisthatthey
letMacMillangrabthreewickets. Itwas like
aquestionthatcameoutof thesyllabus.The
part-timer struckwith his first ball and re-
moved Sachin Dhas, who had looked un-
fazedagainst thepacers.A faintedgeended
Dhas'WorldCupcampaign.AravellyAvanish
chippedonestraightbacktothebowlerfora

duck. Raj Limbani yorked himself to end
India's last lingeringhopes.

While batting was catastrophic, the
bowlerswould rue in lettingAustraliaputon
253for7. AftergettingridofSamKonstaswith
theteamscoreon16in2.3overs,theyletHarry
Dixon(42)andHughWeibgen(48)puton78
runs for the secondwicket. Though they lost
twowickets in the spaceof adding five runs,
Harjas Singh sprung to theoccasion.Hehad
managedonly49runsinthetournament,but
top-scoredwithavaluable55of64balls.The
southpawwas at his imperious best against
the spinners, hitting three sixes. Though
Australia lost a cluster ofwickets in themid-
dleoversOliverPeake’s43-ball46notoutgave
them the final flourish.Mediumpacer Raj
Limbani(3/38)apart,nonemadeadecisiveim-
pact,costingheavily.

India’scaptainSaharanblamedhisbats-
men's inability to execute plans against
Australia’s pacers. ”We played a few rash
shotstoday,didn'tspendtimeinthemiddle.
Wewerepreparedbut couldn't execute the
plans,”he lamented.Or itcouldbethat they
werefacingAustralia,theGermanyofworld
cricket,theultimatetournamentteam.They
alwayswin.
BRIEF SCORES:Australia 253-7 in 50 overs
(Harjas Singh 55, HughWeibgen 48, Harry
Dixon 42, Oliver Peake 46*; Raj Limbani 3-
38) beat India 174 all out in 43.5 overs
(AdarshSingh47;MahliBeardman3-15,Raf
MacMillan3-43)

Australiascored253-7,whichwasthehighest totalever inanU-19WorldCupfinal.AP

Aus vsWI:Maxwell smashes
5thT20I ton, equals Rohit’s feat
ASSOCIATEDPRESS
FEBRUARY11

GLENNMAXWELLblastedarecord-equaling
century as Australia beatWest Indies by 34
runsonSundayandtookanunassailable2-0
lead in its three-match Twenty20 series.
Maxwell smashed an unbeaten 120 off 55
balls,witheightsixesand12fours,andshared
a92-runstandwithTimDavid(31off14balls)
to propel Australia to 241-4 and thehighest
T20internationalscoreatAdelaideOval.

"We'reextremelyluckytohave(Maxwell)
in our team,"Australia captainMitchMarsh
said."He'samatchwinner,gamechangerand
people cometowatchhim."TheWest Indies
chasewasderailedbythelossoffivewicketsin
thefirstsevenovers,butarally ledbycaptain
Rovman Powell (63 off 36 balls) andAndre
Russell(37off16balls)brieflygavethetourists
hopeofreelinginthemammothtarget.

But theweight of the chase ultimately
provedtoomuchasMarcusStoinis(3-36)and
debutant Spencer Johnson (2-39) led
Australia's bowlers in restricting theWest
Indieschaseto207-9inits20overs.

"Yeah, I think theboysshowcourage,you
know,thatwewouldjuststartaggressivebut
wekeptlosingwickets,"Powellsaid.“Wealso
needtogetbigpartnershipsjustastheAussies
did." Earlier, Australia slipped to aprecarious
64-3 after 6.4 overs after being asked to bat
first,with Josh Inglis (four),Marsh (29off 12
balls)andDavidWarner(22off19balls)allhol-
ing-outplayingexpansiveshots.

Maxwell started slowlywithhis first four

runs comingoff five balls, before his innings
explodedintolifewitharushofboundaries.

Hesharedan82-runstandwithStoinis(16
off15balls)andthena92-runpartnershipwith
TimDavid,whichreaped25runsfromthefi-
naloverbowledbyRussell.

Maxwell's century cameoff 50balls and
wasthefastesthundredinaT20international
in Australia — beating South African Rilee
Rossouw's 52-ball effort against Bangladesh
duringthe2022WorldCup.

ItwasalsoMaxwell'sfifthT20international
century, equalling the recordheld by India's
RohitSharma.“Ifeelreallycomfortableinthis
format. I think over the last probably 18
months, I'vefeltreallygoodaboutmybatting
andreallygoodaboutmygame,”Maxwellsaid.

AustraliabeatWestIndiesby11runsinthe
firstmatchinHobartonFriday.Thethirdgame
of the three-match serieswill be played on
Tuesday at Perth. Australia,which is playing
six T20s over the next threeweeks, routed
WestIndies3-0intheODIseries.
BRIEF SCORES:Australia 241-4 in 20 overs
(Maxwell 120*) btWest Indies 207-9 in 20
overs(Powell63,ARussell37;Stoinis3-36)by
34runs

Forthethirdtimeinsevenmonths,AustraliaupstageIndiainthesummitclash,thistimetheirU-19scruiseto79-runvictory

Yadav stars for Haryana

JAYANT YADAV’S 10-wicket match haul
earnedHaryanaamassive inningsvictory
over hosts Jharkhand in Jamshedpur on
Sunday. The off-spinner snared five vic-
tims in each innings as Jharkhand were
bowledout for119and185 followingon,
after Haryana amassed 509 batting first.
There was only one fifty-plus score for
Jharkhand across the two innings. Left-
arm spinner Nishant Sindhu chipped in
with threewickets in thesecond innings.
BRIEF SCORES: Haryana 509 beat
Jharkhand119 (Jayant Yadav5/35, Sumit
Kumar 3/9) & 185 (Utkarsh Singh 53;
Jayant Yadav 5/55, Nishant Sindhu 3/39)
by an innings and 205 runs

Deshpande comes to
Mumbai’s rescue

SEAMER TUSHAR Deshpande came to
Mumbai’s rescue ashedismissed centu-
rionandChhattisgarhcaptainAmandeep
Khare to not only notch up a five-wicket
haul,butalsosecureaslimbutvital1-run
first-innings lead.

DeshpandetrappedKhare in front for
143as thehostswerebowledout for350,
one short ofMumbai’s total.

Chhattisgarh were reduced to 265/7
at one stage before Khare put on impor-
tantstandswiththe lowerorder,but they
fell just short. Mumbai took control of
proceedingswithasolidstart totheir sec-
ond innings.
BRIEF SCORES:Mumbai 351&97/1 lead
Chhattisgarh350(AmandeepKhare143;
TusharDeshpande 5/121) by 98 runs

Delhi fight back
AFTERCONCEDINGthe first-innings lead,
Delhi fought back on the third day
through a century by Ayush Badoni and
half-centuriesbyopenersYashDhull and
Anuj Rawat. There were important con-
tributions by skipperHimmat Singh and
Jonty Sidhu as well, which helped Delhi
set a victory target of 327 for hosts
Himachal Pradesh at Dharamsala. The
visitors had taken one second-innings
wicket inpursuitof acome-from-behind
win.
BRIEF SCORES: Delhi 264 & 381/6 de-
clared (Ayush Badoni 111, YashDhull 82,
AnujRawat54)vsHimachalPradesh319

(Rishi Dhawan 95; Siddhant Sharma
5/103, HimanshuChauhan 3/72) & 31/1

TN fighting
AJITHRAM’S five-wickethaulkeptTamil
Nadu alive against Karnataka, but the
hosts still faced a stiff task to secure an
unlikely win over Karnataka. After con-
ceding a 215-run first-innings deficit,
Tamil Nadu bundled out the visitors for
139, courtesy Ajith’s left-arm spin, that
left them chasing 355 in the fourth in-
nings. Karnataka had got the important
wicket of Narayan Jagadeesan by the
close of play.
BRIEF SCORES: Karnataka 366 & 139

(Ajith Ram 5/61) vs Tamil Nadu 151
(VijaykumarVyshak4/26, Shashi Kumar
3/41) & 36/1

Saxena’s one-man show
HOSTSKERALAwere ina strongposition
to claim full points against Bengal at
Thumba,courtesyaremarkableall-round
performance from Jalaj Saxena. The vet-
eran off-spinner ran through the Bengal
order with nine wickets in the first in-
nings before claiming one in the second
aswell.Opening thebatting, Saxenaalso
scored 40 and 37 and has another day to
add to his 10-wicket match haul, as
Bengal need 372 more runs with eight
wickets in hand.
BRIEF SCORES: Kerala 363 & 365/6 de-
clared (Rohan Kunnummal 51, Sachin
Baby 51, Shreyas Gopal 50; Shahbaz
Ahmed3/80) vs Bengal 180 (Jalaj Saxena
9/68) & 77/2

Saurashtra in control
SAURASHTRA’S STRONG bowling attack
helped them dominate hosts Rajasthan
to takeasizeable leadgoing into the final
day. Left-arm spinner Dharmendrasinh
Jadeja’s five-wickethaul andoff-spinner
Yuvrajsinh Dodiya’s four scalps helped
the visitors take control in Jaipur.
Cheteshwar Pujara had a rare modest
score in the second innings but Arpit
Vasavada andSheldon Jacksonput onan
unbeaten century partnership to put
Saurashtra 245 ahead.
BRIEF SCORES: Saurashtra 328 & 174/4
(Arpit Vasavada 53batting) vs Rajasthan
257 (Dharmendrasinh Jadeja 5/99,
YuvrajsinhDodiya 4/88)

RANJIROUND-UP

Jayant Yadav’s 10-wicketmatchhaul (fivewickets in each innings) gave
Haryana an innings victory overhosts Jharkhand. File

Leach ruled out
of India Tests
with knee injury

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
FEBRUARY11

INAmajorblowtoEngland, left-armspin-
ner JackLeachhasbeenruledoutof the re-
maining three Tests against India with a
knee injury. Leach,whofeatured inthe first
Test atHyderabad, hurthis left kneewhile
fielding on Day 1 and subsequently be-
cause of the excess swelling, bowled
mostly four-over spells beforemissing the
second Test at Vizag.

As England left for Abu Dhabi to enjoy
the break period, it was expected that
Leach would come back fit. However, fol-
lowing further scans in Abu Dhabi Leach
hasdecidedtoheadbacktoLondonfor fur-
ther treatment. “Hewill flyhomefromAbu
Dhabi in the next 24 hours, where the
England team have been staying ahead of
the third Test in Rajkot, which starts on
Thursday. Leachwillworkcloselywith the
EnglandandSomersetmedical teamsinre-
spect of his rehabilitation,” theECB said in
a statement.

Leach’s unavailability means, England
willhavea re-lookat theirbowlingcombi-
nationas theECBconfirmed that theywill
not name any replacement for the series.

In both the Tests so far, they have taken
thefieldwithjustoneseamerandthreespin-
ners. However, with Leach now not in the
fray,itremainstobeseenifEnglandwillstick
to the inexperienced trio of Rehan Ahmed,
TomHartley and Shoaib Bashir. Out of the
three,HartleymadehisdebutinHyderabad,
whileBashirplayedhismaidenTestatVizag.

With all three being on the expensive
side, and with India’s batsmen looking to
unsettle them,Englandmaybetemptedto
play another seamer at Rajkot as they can
always rely on Joe Root to deliver a few
overs of off-spin.

England, who headed to Abu Dhabi
from Vizag, to enjoy a short break with
their families, are scheduled to arrive in
Rajkot onMonday.

‘Real showstealerwasBoomball’
PTI adds: Lavishing praise on teammate

Jasprit Bumrah, senior India off-spinner
RavichandranAshwin said "Boomball" stole
the show in the secondTest against England
andthepacerreachingtopoftheICCrankings
acrossthreeformatsisa"Himalayanfeat".

Bumrah displayed brilliance with the
ball to play a key role in the team's series-
levelling106-runwin in thesecondTest in
Visakhapatnam.

"The real show stealer was BoomBall.
Jasprit Bumrah has bowled extraordinar-
ily," Ashwin said onhis YouTube channel.

"He is the leadingwicket-takerwith14
wickets and also the No.1 ranked Test
bowler. The first India fast bowler to
achieve number one across all formats. I
am a big fan of his and this is a Himalayan
feat." Ashwin said

JackLeachinjuredhiskneewhile
fieldingduringthefirstTest.Reuters

PRATYUSHRAJ
NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY11

RAJ LIMBANI’S in-swing bowling caught
everyone’sattentionattheU-19WorldCup.
In the final, the right-armquickwas India’s
bestbowler,pickingupthree for38, though
itwasn’t enoughtoget thedesiredresult.

Limbani cleaned up Sam Konstas
throughthegate,beforepinningRyanHicks
and Charlie Anderson with nip-backers.
Most of his 11 wickets in the tournament
camecourtesydeliveriesthatcameintothe
batsmen.

However, Limbani’s long-time coach
DigvijaySinghRathwasaysheneverhadanat-
ural in-swinger andhad towork tomaster it
lastyear.

“His strength has always been the
outswinger. Irfan (Pathan) was really im-
pressedwithhis pacebut hewantedhim to
workonhisinswingaswelltobemoreunpre-
dictable,”RathwatellsTheIndianExpress.

Rathwa knew at 18, it was going to be
very difficult for someone to learn a new

art. But he recalled a quote from former
IndiabowlingcoachBharatArun,whiledo-
inghis level1courseat theNationalCricket
Academy (NCA). “Bharat Arun sir used to
saythatonehadtobeverypatientwithfast
bowlers.”

Limbaniwas in twomindsandabitwor-
ried aboutwhether hewould be the same
bowlerornotifheworkedonthein-swinger.
But inRathwa,hehadamentorwhohaden-
duredmany swingsofmisfortunes inhis ca-
reer.The28-year-old,abatch-mateofHardik
PandyaandDeepakHooda,wasonventilator
forayear.

“IusedtoopenforBarodainU-16andU-19
cricket. In 2015, I had GBS (Guillain-Barre
Syndrome), avery raredisease in India. Iwas
just19andonaventilatoratMahavirHospital
inSuratforayear.ItoldRaj‘lookatme,Ifought
deathandcameback, andhereyouarewor-
ryingaboutyourbowling.Atleastgiveitatry,’”
saysRathwa.

With Rathwa’s assurance, Limbaniwas
readytotakeupthechallengeandforthenext
eightmonths,workedonhisinswing.

“Westartedit inMay.Forthefirst40days,

hebowled fromhis creasewithout any run-
up.Thenfor thenext60,hebowled fromfive
paces.Ittooktimebecauseinthemeantime,he
wasplaying CoochBehar Trophy andVinoo
MankadTrophy,thentheU-19challengersas
well. Before theAsiaCup, he startedbowling

fromhisfullrun-up.Hewasgladthatwithout
losingpace,hehadlearnedanewartandIwas
relievedasacoachaswell,” laughsRathwa.

Strongmind
He laudsRaj’smentality aswell and says

apart fromhis pace, Pathanwas impressed
withhisattitudeaswell.

“Irfan bhai said he has got potential and
agoodheadonhis shoulders andwitha lit-
tlebitofguidance,hecanbecomeagoodend
product inacoupleof years.Beforegoing to
theWorldCup, Irfanbhaispentaweekwith
him.HegavehimtipsonhowtoballinSouth
African conditions, and the importance of
hitting a good length there. I think he has
tickedmost of the boxes, including the six
thathehit in the semi-final at avery crucial
time,” saysRathwa.

“He clocks 135kmphconsistently and at
theNationalCricketAcademy,hehasclocked
141twice.Paceissomethingthatwewillwork
alongwithhisbattingoncehereturnshome,”
hesays.

Rathwa feels Limbaniwants toplay first-
class cricket and right fromhis U-16 days,

wouldtalkaboutworkloadmanagement.
“He lovesbowlingwith the redball. Even

beforegoingtotheWorldCup,heusedtobowl
withtheredball.DuringhisU-16days,heused
to talk aboutworkloadmanagement. He is
aware of this aspect. Hebowled around200
oversinsixmatchesintheCoochBeharTrophy
inthe2022-23season.Itwasthemostbyany
fastbowler.

Healsoenjoysbowling long spells.He is
fromtheIPLgenerationbutisveryold-fash-
ionedwhen it comes to cricket,” the coach
says.

Back inDayapar inKachchh,Vasantbhai
Patel took the day off, andwatched his son
play the U-19World Cup finalwith 50-odd
peopleathishome.Therewassomeconcern
when Raj felt his hamstringwhile bowling
hiseighthover.

“Final hai,mujhemaloom tha ekpair pe
bhi bowling daalega (This is the final and I
knewhewouldbowl evenonone leg),” says
Raj’sfather.

“This iswhathehas lived for. Idon’t think
heeverhadanyotherplansbarring cricket. I
amhappythatheislivinghisdream,”hesays.

NUMBER PLATE

4
ThiswasAustralia’s fourthU-19
title, andthefirst since2010.This
wasalsotheir14thmen’s ICCtitle.

397India’scaptainUday
Saharanemergedas
thehighest run-

getter inthetournament,witha
hundredandthree fifty-plus
scores.

We're extremely lucky to have
(Maxwell) in our team.He's a
matchwinner, gamechanger and
people come towatchhim.”

--MITCHMARSH
AUSTRALIA SKIPPER

RajLimbaniwas India’sbestbowler in
thefinal, returning impressive figures
of 3-38.AP

Inswing: Limbani masters newweapon to star on big stage

Yellow fever
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THATHARDIK Singh is the heartbeat of the
Indianmen'shockeyteamcouldn'thavebeen
moreevidentthanonSundayinBhubaneswar.

Thevice-captainwasatthecentreofmost
thingsgoodhissidedidintheFIHHockeyPro
LeaguematchagainstworldNo.1Netherlands.
Inarivetinggamebetweentwotopsides,India
took the lead throughHardik and scored an
equaliser late on thanks to captain
HarmanpreetSingh,fromaPCthathisdeputy
won.A2-2drawsawtheteamsshareapoint
eachbeforePRSreejeshshowedinclassinthe
shootout as Indiawon an additional bonus
point.

Itwasn'tquitetwoteamsgoingall-outat-
tacking throughout the game, itwas a bit of
'cat-and-mouse' as Dutch coach Jeroen
Delmeeputitathalftime.Butthematchbuilt
upintoanicecrescendobeforeIndiaedgedit
in the end. Speakingbefore thematch, India
head coach Craig Fulton hoped that India
wouldmatchthemselveswellupagainst the
worldNo.1and,whiletherewereafewwor-
ryingmistakes,theSouthAfricanwouldhave
beenpleasedwithwhathesawoverall.

Ayearback,Hardik'sinjuryinthemiddleof
theWorld Cup proved to be a tough one to
overcome for India.Having started the tour-
namentsowell,hewasheartbrokenandeven-
tually, sowere India, after a pre-quarterfinal
defeatagainstNewZealand.

Sundaywas another reminder of how
much Indiamissed him then, as he ran the
showfromthe centreofmidfield. TheDutch
started thematchbrilliantly, looking tocatch
theIndiandefenceoffguardwithlongpasses
–bothaerial andontheground.Theballwas
pingingofftheirstickswithimpressiverhythm
andformostoftheopeningquarter,Indiahad
tohangin,withsomesharpdeepdefending.

Itwasoneof those longpasses that India
managedtobreakdownthatledtotheopen-
inggoal.Hardikranwiththeballformorethan
half the length of the field to find Sukhjeet
Singh.Theforwardheldtheballandslidapass
backtoHardik.

OneofFulton'smantrasistoplaywithcon-
trol and the finish fromHardikwas all about
that.Hetookatouchandthenguidedtheball
intothenetasifhewasgentlypassingaballto
his teammate, only this one beat theDutch
goalkeeperMauritsVisser,whoseemedtobe
surprised that the ball cameat him froman
acuteangle.

Acombinationof gooddefenceandone
moment of brilliance from Hardik gave
India the lead against the run of play.
Hardik then produced a superb steal five
minutes into thesecondquarterasheread
aDutch longpasswell.Acoupleofminutes
later,hecameupwitha finedribble towin
a penalty corner for India with clever di-
rection change and 3D skills.

But theDutchare theworld's topside for
areasonandtheyfoundgoalsoneithersideof
the half time to go into the lead. At the very
endofQ2,ManpreetSingh'sdivingintercep-
tionwas deemed to bedeliberately sending
theballbehindthebylineandJipJanssenfired

it infromthePenaltyCorner.
With Fulton saying his team had to get

better at avoiding turnover of possessions,
thestartofQ3sawIndialosetheballmoreof-
ten.Fromonesuchturnoveratmidfield, the
Netherlands had a spell of possession that
resultedinaPC.ThistimeKoenBijenreacted
sharpest among those in the circle to score
off arebound.EvenwhenIndiahadanordi-
nary thirdquarter, itwasHardikwhodrove
theteamforward.ThefinalquartersawIndia
start thingsoff in topgear,andtheirbravery
would be rewarded late on. Hardik reacted
quickest to a loose ball in the Netherlands'
attacking third and drew a push from the
Dutch defence. Harmanpreet was quick to
refer this to thevideoumpireand Indiahad
aPCwith twominutes left.

Sreejeshdelivers again
CoachDelmee'sonewishbeforethematch

was that his sidewould have to keep India
awayfrompenaltycornersituations,butafter
defendingwell till then, itwouldprove tobe
thedecisivemoment.Afteragoodnightfrom

set pieces against Spain, India's drag flickers
didn't have the best of times... until this in-
stance. Hardik stepped up to inject, and
Harmanpreetfiredinhisbestdragflickof the
night, scoring the equaliser onhis 200th ap-
pearanceforIndia.

Indiahad taken their goalkeeper offwith
2:43leftinthematchandscoredtheequaliser.
But shortly after, their talismanPR Sreejesh
wasbackonthepitchandproducedafinesave
in the dyingmoments to take his side to a
shootout.Andthere,he'dshineagain,starting
withastunningreflexsavebeforepreventing
anotherDutchgoalbyholdinghisground.No
strangertolast-minuteinterventions,Sreejesh
ensured Indiawould stayunbeatenover the
weekend (after an impressiveouting against
Spaintoo)tosendoutatimelyreminderatthe
startoftheOlympicyearthatheisstillthemain
manbetweentheposts.

In the end, winning the player-of-the-
match award,Hardik said: "We showed the
standardwherewewant to be." Five points
fromtwomatches tostart theProLeague isa
goodreflectionof thatsentiment.

Standard bearer

HardikSingh(R)celebratesafterscoringagoalagainst theNetherlandsonSunday.Hockey India

Arsenal smash six pastwoefulWestHam to send titlemessage
MARTYNHERMAN
LONDON,FEBRUARY11

ARSENALEXACTEDsweet revengeonWest
HamUnitedwith a 6-0 away thrashing to
stay right in the thickof thePremierLeague
title raceonSunday,obliterating theirhosts
beforehalftime.

MikelArteta'ssidehadlosttwiceagainst
theirLondonrivals thisseasonbutwere4-0
ahead by halftime with goals byWilliam
Saliba, Bukayo Saka, Gabriel and Leandro
Trossard.

Thepunishmentcontinuedinthesecond
half with Sakamaking it 5-0 before former
West Hammidfielder Declan Rice, who as-
sisted two goals in the opening period,
thumpedhis team's sixthonadayof abject
humiliation for thehosts.

Itwas a sublimedisplaybyArsenalwho
equalled theirhighestaway leaguewinand
wipedoffagoaldifferencedeficittochampi-
onsManchesterCitywhothey joinedon52

points,althoughtheystayinthirdplacecour-
tesyofscoringfewergoals.LeadersLiverpool
have54points.

Arsenal were defeated byWest Ham in
the League Cup although the bigger blow
was a 2-0 home defeat in Decemberwhen
they were guilty of squandering a host of
chances.

This time theywere lethal as they tore
eighth placedWest Ham to shreds at the
London Stadium. Thousands of home fans
who streamed out of the exits before half-
time were spared the rest of West Ham's
worst home league defeat since an 8-2 loss
byBlackburnRovers in1963.

"Itwas a brilliant performance from the
start to the end, we dominated and con-
trolledeverythingandtodaywewerereally
sharp in front of goal aswell," Arsenal skip-
perMartinOdegaard said. "Webackedupa
bigwin last week (against Liverpool) with
anothergreatperformance."

Victories for Liverpool andManchester
City on Saturday had cranked up the pres-

sureonArsenal to followsuit.
Andhowtheyresponded.
Arteta's sidedominated theopeningex-

changes with Trossard's ferocious volley
tippedoverbyhomekeeperAlphonseAreola
andMartin Odegaard's shot deflecting just
wide.

Theawayfansmighthadasenseofdeja-
vufromtheclashatTheEmiratesonDec.28
when Arsenal were stunned byWest Ham
despite their superiority. But they need not
haveworried.

OnceSalibawasallowedasimpleheader
atthefarpostfromaRicecornerinthe32nd
minute,WestHamdisintegrated.

Sakawasthenplayedcleanthroughand
was taken out by Areolawhowas shown a
yellow card before the young England for-

warddispatchedthepenaltyforhis50thgoal
for theclub.

Riceswunginafreekickthatwasmetby
Gabrielwithanotherclose-rangeheaderand
withWestHamresemblingrabbitsfrozenin
the headlights, Trossard engineered some
space before curling a sublime right-footed
shot into the topcorner.

West Hamwere booed off by their fans
at halftime and the exodus continued after
the break as Saka fired a clinical shot past
Areola tomake it 5-0beforeRice,whogot a
mixed reception from the home fans, pro-
ducedastunning finish.

Rice refused to celebrate but the party
wasinfullswingamongsttheawayfanswho
left the ground dreaming of going one step
further than last season's runner-up finish.

It was a traumatic afternoon forWest
HammanagerDavidMoyeswhosawoneof
histeamsconcedesixgoalsinahomeleague
gameforthesecondtimeinhiscareer--the
otheroccasionin2009whenhisEvertonlost
6-1, also toArsenal.REUTERS
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FORAbriefmomentattheendofthewomen’s
50kgfinal,therewasconfusion.Theannouncer
readout that theboxer inbluehadwon, but
the referee lifted the armof theboxer in red.
ButNikhatZareenknewbythenthatitwasn’t
her day. She had awry smile as the referee
quickly changed thedecision topoint to the
rightwinnerasperthejudges.

It was a silver for the two-time world
champion at the 75th Strandja Memorial
Tournament in Sofia, Bulgaria onSundayas
Nikhat (50kg) went down 2-3 against
Uzbekistan’sSabinaBobokulova.Onanother
day,thedecisiontoraiseNikhat'shandcould
well have been the right one because there
wasn’tmuchtochoosebetweenthe two.

Halfway into the opening round,
Bobokulova threw both her arms up in the
air as if celebrating a good punch on the
Indian, but ineffect, thosewere in response
to a big punch that Nikhat had landedmo-
mentsbefore.

Over those three minutes, there was a
good case to be made that Nikhat landed
moremeaningful punches thanher oppo-
nent but Bobokulova exuded more confi-
dence and energy. A 1-4 decision on the
scorecard was harsh on Nikhat and it
wouldprove tobe toughtoovercomeafter
shealso losta toughsecondround2-3.The
Indiandiddominate the final stages to take
it 5-0but thedamagehadbeendoneearly
on,meaningNikhat has nowgone two in-
ternational tournamentswithoutgoldafter
a streak of titles leading into the Asian
Games.

There was very little emotion on Amit
Panghal’s(51kg)faceaswellbutheproduced
amasterful display against reigningworld
champion (albeit in a lower division)
Kazakhstan’sSanzharTashkenbaytowin5-
0.Thesecondgoldmedalof thedayforIndia
camefromSachin(57kg)asheprevailedover
Uzbekistan’sShakhzodMuzafarov.

That Amit’s celebration was muted
could perhaps be down to the fact that he
isnot in India’s squadfor theOlympicqual-
ifiers in Busto Arsizio, Italy, later this
month, with Deepak Bhoria selected for
that already. But itwas aweekwhenAmit
showed he is still a force to be reckoned
with, barely breaking sweat in the semifi-
nalandcomingoutaggressively in the final
to downa reputed opponent.

Nikhat Zareen goes
down in close bout;
Panghal, Sachin
clinch goldAfter 2-2drawinregulationtimethankstoHardik’sexploits, IndiagetthebetterofNetherlandsinshootout
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NagalwinsChennai
Open, set to enter
men’s top 100
Chennai:India'stopsinglesplayerSumit
Nagal on Sunday won his fifth
Challenger-level singles title, outplay-
ingItalianLucaNardiinthefinalof the
Chennai Open -- an achievement
whichwillpropelhimintothetop-100
forthefirsttimeinhiscareer.Nagal's6-
1 6-4win is likely to take him to 98
whenthefreshrankingswillbeissued
onMonday.Nagalhasbeenintremen-
dousformashewontheChennaiOpen
without dropping a set. Nagalwill be
firstIndiantofeatureinsinglestop-100
since PrajneshGunneswaranmadethe
cutin2019."I'mveryemotional(today).
Youknow,everytennisplayer'sdream
is tobe top100at least. And like I said
earlier,towinthismatchinfrontofthe
home crowd in your own country, I
don'tthinkIcouldhaveaskedforabet-
terplace,"Nagalsaidafterwards.PTI

PKL:Paltanhammer
Thalaivas,reachsemis
Kolkata: The Puneri Paltan thrashed
Tamil Thalaivas 56-29 to enter the
semifinals of the ProKabaddi League
Season10onSunday. Aslam Inamdar
pickedupafewraidpointsasthePuneri
Paltanracedawaywithasix-pointlead
within the third minute. However,
Mohammadreza Kaboudrahangi
helpedtheTamilThalaivasgetonboard
through a super tackle on Pankaj
Mohite.ButMohitGoyateffectedaraid
andAbineshNadarajan tackledVishal
ChahalasthePunesideinflictedthefirst
alloutofthematchtotakeabigleadat
12-2.ThePuneoutfit inflictedanother
all out to lead 28-10 andnever relin-
quishedtheir lead.PTI

Tejaswinwins
season-openingmeet
NewDelhi:National record holder in
high jumpTejaswinShankarwon the
topprizeintheInternationalHighJump
Gala Elmos 2024 athletics meet in
Heist-op-den-Berg,Belgiumwithaleap
of2.23metres.Shankar,competingfor
thefirsttimesinceOctoberlastyear,fin-
ished ahead of Greece's Antonios
Merlos (2.20 metres) in the World
AthleticsIndoorTourChallengerevent
on Saturday. The 25-year-old, who
holdsboththemen'shighjumpandde-
cathlon national records, however,
could not better his personal best of
2.29m.Shankarhastrainedhiseyeson
aParisOlympics berthbut for that he
will have to achieve aqualifying stan-
dardof2.33metres.PTI

Gukeshlosesthree
rounds,finishessixth
Wangels (Germany): India's
GrandmasterDGukeshhadtobecon-
tent with a sixth place finish in the
rapid play-offs of theWeissenhaus
FreestyleChesschallengeafterlosing
the last three rounds here. Nodirbek
Abdusattarov of Uzbekistan domi-
natedtherapideventthatwasmainly
donetodeterminethepairingsforthe
knockout stage. The young Uzbek
endedwith an impressive 5.5 points
outof apossiblesevenandfinisheda
half point clearof VincentKeymerof
Germany. Fabiano American Levon
Aronian ended seventh ahead of the
struggling reigningworld champion
DingLirenwhomadejustadrawwith
six losses in theevent.PTI
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SCORELINE
India Netherlands
2 2
HardikSingh13’ JipJanssen30’
Harmanpreet 58’ KoenBijen39’

11th in PL with 39 goals conceded, Chelsea not able to douse any fires
SAYAKDUTTA
FEBRUARY11

MAURICIOPOCHETTINOwasona rambling
rollafterChelsea’slosstoWolveslastweek.His
streamof thoughtwent like this: “To be fo-
cusedonplayingfootball, youneedtobefree
inyourmind.Youcan’tbeaffectedbecauseof
thestockmarketinNewYorkorTokyo,orthe
weather in I don’t knowwhere because the
farms cannot grow the cereals. That iswhy I
keepmyhairlikethis.It’sbecauseIdonotsuf-
fer for things that I amnot in chargeof. I only
suffer for sport, for football, to try to improve
theplayers, togive themgood things.Agood
platformtowingames.Ifthereisnorainatmy
farm,Icannotgrowthecrops.Youkillthebusi-
nessofmy familyon the farmand theyneed
money. That is stress.With that, youcan lose
yourhair.ButIcannotlosemyhairbecausethe
opponentwasbetterthanus.”

Pochettinowas tryingdesperately to get
thepointacrossthatTheBluesneedtobepa-
tientand,on thenight, theiropponentswere
better thanthem.Whilepointingoutthathis
thickmopat 51wasn’t particularly thinning
becauseofChelsea’swretchedrun.

Themind-mangledmanagerialmusings
mightnothavemademuchsensebutit isthe
perfectmetaphorforthemessChelseaareinat

themomentinthePremierLeague.
Except for amidweekwin against Aston

Villa in the FACup, Chelseahave conceded8
goalsintheirlasttwoPremierLeaguematches
with 4-1 and 4-2 losses to Liverpool and
Wolvesrespectively.

These strings of results have even led to
playerThiagoSilva’swifetakingtosocialme-
diaanddemandingthemanager’ssacking.This
doesnotexactlypaintaharmoniouspictureof
alockerroomunited.

The club which was once revered as a
powerhouse and won the Champions
League just3years ago, look likea shadow
of their former selves. They are 11th in the
league table at themoment andhave con-
ceded 39 goals, losing 10 of their 23
matches. That too after spending more
than £1 billion in transfers since 2023.

The huge record signings of Moises
Caicedo fromBrightonandEnzoFernandez
fromBenficahavefallenflatwithopponents
easilyoutrunningtheminthemidfieldwhile
Pochettinolooksforawaytoimplementhis
tactics. Anotherbig signing, the£58million
Romeo Lavia from Southampton has spent
more time on the treatment table than on
the pitch. Goalkeeper Robert Sanchezwho
was bought fromBrightonwithmuch fan-
fare has also been ruled outwith a knee in-
jurywhile captain Reece James is out again

witha thighproblem.
Granted these are someof thebigmisses

thattheclubhashadtocontendwithbutthey
shouldhavethesquaddepthtocoverit.With
bignames likeThiagoSilva,RaheemSterling,

FernandezandCaicedoallflopping,playerslike
Christopher Nkunku, Malo Gusto, Conor
Gallagher,MykhailoMudrykandtheversatile
Nicolas Jackson needed to step up but they
havefailedtoprovideasparkthusfar.Only21-

year-oldCole Palmer, a £40million attacking
midfieldersignedfromManchesterhasbeen
abright spot in thesedark times, chipping in
with10goalsand4assists.

If thiswas any normal time, Pochettino
wouldbeoutofthedoorbynowbutduetothe
PremierLeague’sProfitandSustainabilityRules
(PSR), theycan’t. TheArgentinemanagerhas
over18monthsleftinhiscurrentcontractand
willcostToddBoehlyandCoover£10mtoget
rid of. With the club being very close to
breachingthePSRduetotheirblindsplurge
inthemarketlastyear,theywillhavetoraise
£100millionthroughplayersalesinthesum-
mer in order to balance their books. Failing
to do so, theymight have to face points de-
duction likeEverton.

This is a far cry from the empire Chelsea
had built under former owner Roman
Abramovichwhowasashrewdbusinessman

andknewhowthe club functions. InBoehly,
Chelsea has an owner who quite literally
throws awad full of cash at the problem.As
soon as the American took over from
Abramovich, thecardinal sinhemadewas to
sackthe-thencoachThomasTuchel, thevery
man who had guided them to a second
ChampionsLeague.Inhisplace,GrahamPotter
from Brightonwas appointed and subse-
quentlysackedafter7months.

Chelsea thenwent on to give the job to
clublegendFrankLampardonaninterimba-
sis,amanwhohadalreadyfailedatStamford
Bridge once before. After that, the owners
broughtinPochettinowhowashimselfcom-
ingoff anunderwhelming coaching stint at
Paris Saint Germain. However, this signing
was hailed as a sensible one due to the
Argentine’s propensity toworkmagicwith
younger players as he had done in
Tottenham, a club which he coached to a
ChampionsLeague final in2019.

Butithasn’tworkedoutthusfarwiththe
managerstillstrugglingtogetthebestoutof
the players under him,with the Blues hav-
ing just31pointsat thispointof theseason.
Immune to the sack at the moment,
Pochettinostillhastimetoimprinthismark
on this young side but looking at the way
Chelsea play as a unit right now, he has his
workcutout forhim.

Except foramidweekwinagainstAstonVilla intheFACup,MauricioPochettino’s
Chelseahaveconceded8goals intheir last twoPremierLeaguematches.Reuters

BukayoSakacelebratesafterscoring
Arsenal’s fifthgoalof thegameagainst
WestHamUnitedonSunday.Reuters

WestHam 0 6 Arsenal
AstonVilla 1 2 ManUtd
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Only21-year-oldColePalmer,a
£40millionattackingmidfielder
signedfromManchesterhas
beenabrightspotinthesedark
times,chippinginwith10goals
and4assists


